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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, JoEN H. DONALDSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Mon-

tezuma, in the county of Parke and State of.

5 Indiana, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Roofing-Tiles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to an improvement in
roofing-tiles; and it consists in the peculiar
construction of the tiles, as will be fully de-
scribed hereinafter, and particularly pointed
out in the claims. ,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a drain-tile embodying
myinvention. Fig.2is a section of a portion
of a roof composed of my tiles. Fig. 3 is a
similar view taken at right angles to Fig. 2.

My roof-tiles are provided each with an ex-
tension, a,which projects from one side of the
tile at the upper side thereof, and with a simi-
lar extension, b, which projects from the op-
posite side of the tile at the lower side there-
of. These extensions ¢ b form a lap or rabbet
25 joint when the tiles are placed together, their
- upper and lower faces being on a horizontal

plane transversely, as shown in Fig. 3. In
the upper side of the extension b is formed a
semicircular groove or gufter, ¢, the purpose
of which is to collect the water that may en-
ter the joint and to carry off the same, and
-thus prevent it from leaking through the
roof. The lower end of each of the tiles is
twice as thick as the upper end thereof, and
said lower end of the tile is provided with an
extension, d, on its upper side, which laps
over the upper end of the section of tile that
is subjacent thereto. Openings ¢ are made
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through the tiles near their upper ends toad-
mit nails or screws forsecuringthe tiles to the 40
laths or sheathing of the roof. The upper
and lower edges of the tiles are beveled or in-
clined inwardly, as shown in Fig. 2, so that
when the tiles-are placed together on the roof
they form lock-joints thatwill effectually pre- 45
ventthe tiles from being blown off by the wind.
The lower and upper sides of the tiles be-
ing perfectly flat, are not liable to be broken
by a person walking on the roof. As the
grooves or gutters ¢ carry off all the water so
that may enter between the joints of the tiles,
water is prevented from accumulating and
freezing, and thus the tiles are preserved
against the action of frost.

These tiles may be made of fire-clay or any 55
other suitable material.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—.

1. A tile having the lower extension, d, the
upper and lower edges of the tile being bev- 6¢
eled or inclined inwardly, and having the pro-
jecting side extensions, @ and b, the lower ex-
tension, b, having the groove ¢, substantially
as described.

2. A tile having the lower extension, 4, the 65
upper and lower edges of the tile being bev-
eled or inclined inwardly, for the purpose set
forth, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own Lhavehereto affixed my signature in pres- 70
ence of two witnesses.

JOHN E. DONALDSON.

Witnesses:
JAMES A. NAYLOR,
HArrY H. BEASON.



