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surface of a body cavity. The apparatus includes a flexible catheter, at least one
balloon or inflatable element affixed to the catheter, one or more flexible probe
assemblies, and an x-ray generator assembly coupled to each probe assembly.
The flexible catheter includes one or more interior channels, and each flexible
probe assembly is slidably positionable within a respective interior channel of the
catheter. Each balloon, when inflated, defines a predetermined surface contour
disposed about an interior region of a body cavity. Each flexible probe includes a
transmission path for transmitting activating energy. The x-ray generator assem-
bly includes an electron source and a target element. The electron source emits
electrons in response to activating optical energy transmitted through the trans-
mission path. The target element generates x-rays in accordance with a desired
radiation profile.
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CATHETER WITH INFLATABLE BALLOON ASSEMBLY AND OPTICALLY
ACTIVATED X-RAY SOURCE

BACKGROUND

[0001] X-ray radiation applied to the interior of a patient's anatomical structure, for example to the
soft tissue lining a body cavity of the patient, is known to be useful in the treatment of tumors.
Diseases other than tumors can be treated in a similar manner, for example x-rays can be applied to
the interior of blood vessels in order to prevent restenosis. In these and other treatments, most
conventional x-ray therapy utilizes an external radiation source which directs relatively high energy
x-rays toward the patient. The x-rays must first penetrate the skin and other tissue disposed between
the x-ray radiation source and the target tissue, prior to reaching the tissue lining the body cavity.
The exposure to such x-rays often causes significant damage to the skin and the tissue between the

x-ray source and the target tissue.

[0002] Brachytherapy, on the other hand, is a form of treatment in which the source of radiation is
located close to or in some cases within the area receiving treatment. The term brachytherapy has
commonly been used to describe the use of radioactive "seeds,” i.e. encapsulated radioactive
isotopes which can be placed directly within or adjacent the target tissue to be treated. Handling and
disposal of such radioisotopes, however, may impose considerable hazards to both the handling

personnel and the environment.

[0003] The term "x-ray brachytherapy" is defined in the present application as an x-ray radiation
treatment in which the x-ray source is located close to or within the area receiving treatment. X-ray
brachytherapy typically involves positioning an insertable probe into or adjacent to the tumor, or
into the site where the tumor or a portion of the tumor was removed, to treat the tumor or the tissue
adjacent the site with a local boost of radiation. X-ray brachytherapy devices generally include a
miniaturized low power radiation source, which can be inserted into, and activated from within, a
patient's body. In x-ray brachﬁherapy, therefore, x-rays can be applied to treat a predefined tissue
volume without significantly affecting the tissue adjacent to the treated volume. Also, x-rays may
be produced in predefined dose geometries disposed about a predetermined location. X-ray
brachytherapy offers the advantages of brachytherapy, while avoiding the use and handling of
radioisotopes. Also, x-ray brachytherapy allows the operator to control over time the dosage of the

delivered x-ray radiation.
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[0004] X-ray brachytherapy systems are disclosed, by way of example, in U.S. Patent No.

5,153,900 issued to Nomikos et al. (“the ‘900 patent”), U.S. Patent No. 5,369,679 to Sliski et al.
(“the ‘679 patent™), U.S. Patent No. 5,422,926 to Smith et al. (“the ‘926 patent™), and U.S. Patent
No. 5,428,658, to Oettinger et al. (“the ‘658 patent™), all of which are owned by the assignee of the
present application, and all of which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties. The x-
ray brachytherapy systems disclosed in the above-referenced patents include a miniaturized,
insertable probe, which emits low power x-rays from a nominal "point" source located within or
adjacent to the desired region to be affected. For example, the x-ray probe assembly disclosed in the
‘900 patent includes a housing, and a hollow, tubular probe extending from the housing and having
an x-ray emitting target at its distal end. The probe encloses an electron source (such as a

thermionic cathode) for generating electrons that are accelerated so as to strike the x-ray target. The
x-ray brachytherapy device disclosed in the ‘658 patent includes a flexible x-ray probe, for example
a flexible fiber optic cable enclosed within a metallic sheath, and uses a photocathode as the electron
source. The flexible fiber optic cable couples light from a laser source or a light emitting device
(LED) to the photocathode, which generates free electrons (due to the photoelectric effect) when
irradiated by the light from the light source.

[0005] A number of patents describe x-ray brachytherapy systems which can produce x-rays in
predefined dose geometries disposed about a predetermined location. U.S. Patent No. 5,621,780
(hereinafter the "'780 patent”)(commonly owned by the assignee of the present application and
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety) discloses an apparatus and method for irradiating a
surface defining a body cavity in accordance with a predetermined dose distribution. The '926
patent discloses an apparatus and method for irradiating a volume in accordance with a
predetermined dose distribution. In particular, the '926 patent discloses a variable transmission
shield which is adapted to control the position of the isodose surfaces of the x-rays emitted from an

x-ray target element.

[0006] When thermionic cathodes are used in x-ray brachytherapy devices, it is desirable that the
cathode be heated as efficiently as possible, namely that the thermionic cathode reach as high a
temperature as possible using as little power as possible. In conventional thermionic cathodes, a
filament is heated resistively with a current, which in turn heats the cathode so that electrons are
generated by thermionic emission. These types of cathodes frequently encounter a number of
problems, for example: 1) thermal vaporization of the cathode filament, resulting in tube failure;
and 2) degradation in the x-ray output due to heating of the anode and resulting localized surface
melting and pitting. While a photocathode avoids such problems, it is difficult to fabricate

photocathodes in the vacuum.
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[0007] The '568 patent discloses a miniature therapeutic radiation source that uses a laser-heated
thermionic cathode, which overcomes the problems described in paragraph 6 above. The laser-
heated thermionic cathode disclosed in the '568 patent provides a reduced-power, increased
efficiency electron source for the x-ray source. The '568 patent discloses that by using laser energy
to heat the electron emissive surface of a thermionic cathode, instead of resistively heating the
cathode, electrons can be generated with minimal heat loss, and with significantly reduced power

requirements.

[0008] Because of the advantages of x-ray brachytherapy, described in paragraph 3, it is desirable to
use x-ray brachytherapy to treat the soft tissue that lines body cavities. It is also desirable to
establish a uniform or other desired contoured dose of radiation to the target tissue, using x-ray
brachytherapy devices. For this purpose, an x-ray brachytherapy system is needed which can be
easily inserted into an interior body cavity, and can be easily controlled and maneuvered while in
operation within the cavity. In some cases, it is desirable that radiation treatment of the tissue lining
the interiors of a body cavity provides the same dose of radiation to every segment of the tissue, i.e.

a uniform dose. In other cases, specifically contoured non-uniform doses may be desired.

[0009] For these reasons, it is desirable to provide a low power, miniaturized x-ray brachytherapy
system, which is implantable within a body cavity of a patient or attached adjacent to a desired
anatomical region of a patient, so that tissue forming the anatomical region or tissue lining the body
cavity can be directly irradiated with x-rays. In particular, it is desirable to provide an implantable
and easily controllable x-ray brachytherapy system that can use an optically activated electron
source, because of the associated advantages set forth in paragraph 7. It is further desirable that
such a miniaturized x-ray brachytherapy system be operable to irradiate a selected volume of a
desired anatomical region, and to establish an absorption profile defined by predetermined isodose
contours. It is further desirable that the miniaturized x-ray brachytherapy device be operable to

provide a uniform, or other desired, dose of x-ray radiation to the tissue that lines a body cavity.

SUMMARY

[0010] An x-ray brachytherapy system and method is provided for applying x-rays to a treatment
region in a patient’s anatomy. In one embodiment, the system includes a catheter assembly, one or
more flexible probe assemblies, and a power supply means. The catheter assembly includes one or
more inflatable elements for positioning and/or stabilizing a catheter at a desired location. Each
flexible probe assembly has an x-ray generator assembly coupled to an end of a flexible probe. The
x-ray generator assembly includes a miniaturized x-ray source, which in one embodiment may be an

optically activated x-ray source.
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[0011] In one embodiment, the catheter assembly includes a catheter body member, and one or
more inflatable elements coupled to points along the body member. One or more of the inflatable
elements may be inflatable balloons, for example. The treatment region may be an interior surface
of a body cavity, by way of example, or may be an exterior surface of an anatomical region that is
exposed to x-rays, e.g. to receive skin treatment. When in an inflated state, each inflatable element
can be used to firmly position the catheter body member within the body cavity or with respect to

the anatomical region being treated.

[0012] In one embodiment, the catheter body member extends from a proximal end to a distal end,
and defines one or more interior channels therewithin. Each flexible probe assembly is slidably
positionable within at least one of these interior channels in the catheter body member. The flexible
probe assembly includes a transmission path, which is adapted to transmit an activating energy (for
example optical energy such as light) incident on a proximal end of the transmission path onto a
distal end thereof. In one embodiment, the transmission path is an optical delivery structure, for
example a fiber optical cable, and the x-ray generator assembly is coupled to the distal end of the

transmission path.

[0013] In one embodiment, the x-ray generator assembly includes a substantially rigid, evacuated
capsule, which encloses a miniaturized x-ray source. The x-ray source includes an electron source
and a target element. The electron source emits electrons in response to the activating energy
transmitted through the transmission path and directed to the electron source. The power supply
means is coupled to the flexible probe assembly and the x-ray generator assembly, and provides an
accelerating voltage between the electron source and the target element so as to establish an
accelerating electric field which acts to accelerate electrons emitted from the electron source toward
the target element. The target element, which includes at least one x-ray emissive material, emits x-

rays when struck by the accelerated electrons.

[0014] In operation, when treating an interior surface of a body cavity, the catheter can be inserted
through a body passageway (e.g. the urethra, by way of example) and into a body cavity, in such a
way that the distal end of the catheter assembly is positioned near or within a body cavity (e.g. the
bladder, as just one example), and the proximal end of the catheter remains external to the body.
When treating an exterior body surface, the catheter may be attached at or near the body surface, for
example in order to deliver radiation for skin treatment. Each flexible probe assembly can be
inserted through at least one interior channel of the catheter so as to position the x-ray generator
assembly, attached to its distal end, at predetermined locations inside the body cavity. In response

to the activating energy delivered by the transmission path, the x-ray generator assembly provides a

-4-
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therapeutic dose of x-rays to the tissue lining the body cavity. Preferably, the x-ray generator

assembly can provide a uniform or a specially contoured dose of x-rays.

[0015] In one embodiment, the electron source includes a laser- heated thermionic cathode. In this
embodiment, the transmission path within the flexible probe assembly is a fiber optic cable. The
fiber optic cable transmits optical radiation, such as light from a laser, from a proximal end of the
cable onto a distal end of the cable, and the thermionic cathode is heated by the optical radiation to
cause thermionic emission of electrons. Alternatively, other types of electron sources such as

photocathodes may be used.

[0016] In one embodiment, a variable thickness, x-ray transmissive shield is used, in order to shape
the spatial distribution of the x-rays into a desired or predetermined dose distribution. In this
embodiment, the flux of the x-rays generated by the x-ray generator assembly is dependent in part
upon the thickness of the variable transmission shield, as measured along an axis extending from the
target element and passing through the target element. A selective restriction in thickness of the

variable transmission shield can be used to generate spatially variable x-ray dose distributions.

[0017] According to another embodiment, the catheter further comprises one or more interior
channels or passageways. Each interior channel extends from a point at or near the proximal end of
the catheter to a point at or near the distal end of the catheter. The interior channel or passageway
may be in communication with an interior region of an infltable element or inflatable balloon, and
establish a fluid flow path from the proximal end of the catheter to the interior region. The interior
channel can thus functions as a fluid passageway for a fluid, so that the fluid may be carried from
outside the catheter to the interior of inflatable element or balloon. The fluid passageway can
provide a return path for the fluid, so that the fluid returns to the proximal portion of the catheter,

after circulating through the interior of the balloon.

[0018] The fluid may be used to inflate and deflate the inflatable element or balloon, so that
inflation and deflation of the balloon may be controlled from the proximal end of the catheter. In
this case, an inflation device known in the art (including but not limited to a pump) may be coupled
to the interior passageway, to control the inflation and deflation of the balloon, and to maintain a

pressure within the balloon that is necessary to maintain the desired size and shape of the balloon.

[0019] In some embodiments, a cooling fluid may also be circulated in and out of the fluid
passageway and through the interior of the balloon. The cooling fluid serves to carry heat away
from the x-ray emitting tip of the probe, thereby dissipating excess heat that may deleteriously affect

the operation of the x-ray brachytherapy system. The cooling fluid may be one of a number of
-5-
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cooling fluids known in the art, including but not limited to helium, or water, or fluorine, by way of

example.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0020]} FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an overview of an x-ray brachytherapy system,

constructed in accordance with one embodiment.

[0021] FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic view of a flexible probe assembly and an x-ray generator assembly,

constructed in accordance with one embodiment.

[0022] FIG. 3 is an enlarged diagrammatic view of the flexible probe assembly and the x-ray

generator assembly.
[0023] FIG. 4 is an enlarged view of one end of an x-ray generator assembly.

[0024] FIG. 5 illustrates an x-ray brachytherapy system including a flexible catheter, a flexible
probe assembly, an inflatable balloon in an inflated state, and an x-ray generator assembly disposed

substantially at the center of the inflated balloon.

[0025] FIG. 6 shows an x-ray brachytherapy system as in FIG. 5 further including a variable
thickness, x-ray transmissive shield for limiting the x-ray treatment to a specific section or region of

a body cavity.

[0026] FIG. 7 is a sectional view of an x-ray brachytherapy system as in FIG. 5 in which the
catheter comprises an interior channel extending from a point at or near the proximal end of the
catheter to a point at or near the distal end of the catheter, and providing for a fluid passageway for a
fluid used to inflate the balloon, and/or a cooling fluid for dissipating excess heat from the x-ray

generator assembly.

[0027] FIG.s 8A -8B provide a schematic view of a catheter for an x-ray brachytherapy system,
where the catheter includes 1) a substantially rigid body member; 2) a plurality of inflatable
elements that are adapted, when inflated from within a body cavity, to fixedly position the catheter
with respect to a body cavity; and 3) a plurality of interior channels that are defined within the
catheter so as to permit a plurality of flexible probes to be inserted in the interior channels of the
catheter. InFIG. 8A, the inflatable elements are shown in an inflated state. In FIG. 8B, the

inflatable elements are shown in a deflated state.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
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[0028] A relatively small, electron-beam activated, low power x-ray brachytherapy apparatus, can
be fully implanted or partially inserted into an internal anatomical region of a patient, such as a body
cavity. The brachytherapy apparatus can also be directly attached adjacent to a treatment region that
is at or near the surface of the patient’s body and that is to be exposed to x-ray radiation, for
example for skin treatment. A catheter assembly including one or more x-ray probes and one or
more inflatable elements (e.g. inflatable balloons) enables the delivery by a miniaturized x-ray
source of a desired dose of x-ray radiation to a desired location, over selected exposure times. The
desired location may be, for example, the interior surface of the body cavity, or the exterior surface
of a treatment region in the patient’s anatomy. The catheter assembly can be localized, for example
by being affixed firmly to the treatment region, in order to properly direct x-rays to the right

location.

[0029] Generally, the x-ray brachytherapy apparatus includes a miniaturized, electron-beam
(e-beam) activated x-ray source, which operates at relatively low voltages, i.e. in the range of
approximately 10 kV to 90 kV, and relatively small electron beam currents, i.e. in the range of
approximately 1 nA to 100 pA. At those operating voltages and currents, the x-ray output is
relatively low. The apparatus may be made quite small, and may be adapted for implantation in
medical therapeutic applications. In view of the low-level x-ray output, adequate tissue penetration
and cumulative dosage may be attained by locating the x-ray source within or adjacent to the region
to be irradiated. Thus, the x-rays are emitted from a well-defined, small source located within or
adjacent to the region to be irradiated. In one embodiment, a low dose- rate of x-rays may be

applied to any part of a tumor, either continually or periodically.

[0030] FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an overview of an x-ray brachytherapy apparatus
100, constructed in accordance with one embodiment. The apparatus 100 includes a catheter
assembly 102, which encloses a flexible probe assembly 106 and an x-ray generator assembly 101.
In the illustrated embodiment, the catheter assembly 102 is substantially flexible, although in other
embodiments the catheter assembly may be substantially rigid. The x-ray generator assembly 101 is
coupled to the distal end of the flexible probe assembly 106. The apparatus 100 also includes one or
more inflatable elements 110, and a power source 112. One or more of the inflatable elements 110

may, for example, be an inflatable balloon.

[0031] The catheter assembly 102 may be flexible or rigid, and may include a catheter body
member 103 extending from one end to another, one inner tube enclosing the body member, and an
outer tube having a diameter greater than the inner tube. The catheter body member 103 may extend

along a central axis, and may define one or more interior channels along the central axis. The
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inflatable balloon 110 is affixed to, and extends from, the distal end of the catheter body member
103.

[0032] In one embodiment, the catheter body member 103 may be inserted through a body
passageway, so that the distal end of the catheter, together with an inflatable balloon 110, is
positioned near or within a body cavity of a patient, and the proximal end of the catheter remains
external to the patient’s body. The inflatable balloon 110 can be inflated from within an interior
region of a body cavity, so as to define a predetermined surface contour disposed about the interior
region. The flexible probe assembly 106 can be inserted through the interior channel of the catheter
assembly 102, in such a way as to position the x-ray generator assembly 101 at a predetermined
location inside the balloon 110. When activated, the x-ray generator assembly 101 can provide a

uniform or a specially contoured dose of x-rays to the interior surface of the body cavity.

[0033] Alternatively, in embodiments in which the treatment region to be exposed to therapeutic
radiation is located at or near the surface of the patient’s body, the catheter can be localized at the
treatment region, so that the radiation can be directed to the right locations. In these embodiments,

the inflatable elements can be inflated in order to affix the catheter firmly to the treatment region.

[0034] The power source 112 is coupled to the probe assembly 106 and the x-ray generator
assembly 101. The power source 112 provides an accelerating voltage between the electron source
122 and the target element 128, so that an accelerating electric field accelerates the electrons emitted
from the electron source 122 toward the target element 128. X-rays are emitted when the

accelerated electrons strike the target element 129.

[0035] FIG.s 2, 3, and 4 illustrate an embodiment in which the electron source 122 is a thermionic
cathode that is heated by optical radiation. Referring to FIG. 2, the x-ray brachytherapy apparatus
100 includes an optical source 104, a probe assembly 106, and an x-ray generator assembly 101. In
the illustrated embodiment, the optical source 104 is a laser that generates a beam of laser light. The
laser 104 may be a diode laser, by way of example; however, other lasers known in the art may be

used, such as a Nd: YAG laser, a Nd:YVOy laser, or a molecular laser. In alternative embodiments,

other sources of high intensity light may be used, such as LEDs (light emitting diodes).

[0036] The x-ray generator assembly 101 includes a target element 128, and an electron source 122.
The target element 128 includes means for emitting therapeutic radiation in response to incident
accelerated electrons, for example includes x-ray emissive material that is described in more detail
below in conjunction with FIG.s 3 and 4. The probe assembly 106 includes a transmission path
adapted to transmit an activating energy incident on a proximal end of the path onto a distal end of
the path. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, the transmission path is an optical delivery

-8~
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structure 113, such as a fiber optic cable 113. The optical delivery structure 113 directs a beam of
laser radiation generated by the optical source 104 onto the thermionic cathode 122. The laser beam

heats the thermionic cathode 122, so as to cause thermionic emission of electrons.

[0037] The electron source 122 generates an electron beam along a beam path 109. The target
element 128 is positioned in the beam path 109. The x-ray brachytherapy apparatus 100 also
includes means for providing an accelerating voltage between the electron source 122 and the target
element 128, for example a power source 112. In the illustrated embodiment, the power source 112
is a high voltage power supply. As shown in FIG. 2, the probe assembly 106 couples the laser
source 104 and the high voltage power supply 112 to the x-ray generator assembly 101.

[0040] FIG. 3 provides an overall view of the x-ray brachytherapy apparatus 100, whereas FIG. 4
provides a more detailed, enlarged view of: 1) the x-ray generator assembly 101, and 2) the distal
end of the probe assembly 106. Referring to both FIG.s 3 and 4, the probe assembly 106 includes
an optical delivery structure 113 having a proximal end 113A and a distal end 113B. In the
illustrated embodiment, the distal end 113B of the optical delivery structure 113 is affixed to the x-
ray generator assembly 101. In one embodiment, the optical delivery structure 113 is a flexible fiber
optic cable, extending from the proximal end 113A to the distal end 113B. The probe assembly 106
may include a flexible metal sheath 105. The fiber optic cable 113 preferably includes an
electrically conductive outer surface 200. For example, the outer surface of the fiber optic cable 113
may be made conductive by applying an electrically conductive coating. The electrically conductive
outer surface 200 of the fiber optic cable 113 provides a connection to the thermionic cathode 122
from the high voltage power supply 112. In this embodiment, the x-ray generator assembly 101 also

has an electrically conductive outer surface.

[0042] In one embodiment, both the flexible metallic sheath 105 and the outer conductive surface of
the x-ray generator assembly 101 are set at ground potential, in order to reduce the shock hazard of
the device. The flexible sheath 105 couples a ground return from the target element 128 to the high
voltage power supply 112, thereby establishing a high voltage field between the thermionic cathode
122 and the target element 128. In an exemplary embodiment, the fiber optic cable 113 may have a
diameter of about 200 microns, and the flexible metallic sheath 105 may have a diameter of about
1.4 mm. A layer 210 of dielectric material may provide insulation between the outer surface of the

fiber optic cable 113 and the inner surface of the metallic sheath 105,

[0043] The x-ray generator assembly 101, which in exemplary embodiments may be about 0.5 to
about 2 cm in length, extends from the distal end of the probe assembly 106, and includes a shell or

capsule 130 which encloses the electron source 122 and the target element 128. In other

-9-
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embodiments, the x-ray generator assembly 101 may have different sizes. According to one
embodiment, the capsule 130 is rigid in nature and generally cylindrical in shape. In this
embodiment, the cylindrical capsule 130 enclosing the other elements of the x-ray generator
assembly 101 can be considered to provide a substantially rigid housing for the electron source 122
and the target element 128. In this embodiment, the electron source 122 and the target element 128
are disposed within the capsule 130, with the electron source 122 disposed at a proximal end of the
capsule 130, and the target element 128 disposed at a distal end of the capsule 130. The electron

source 122 is a thermionic cathode 122 having an electron emissive surface.

[0044] The capsule 130 defines a substantially evacuated interior region extending along the beam
axis 109, between the electron source 122 at the proximal end of the capsule 130 and the target
element 128 at the distal end of the capsule 130. The inner surface of the x-ray generator assembly
101 is lined with an electrical insulator or semiconductor, while the external surface of the assembly
101 is electrically conductive, as mentioned earlier. A low secondary emission, controlled sheet
resistance semiconducting film may be applied to the inner surface of the x-ray generator assembly
101, in order to maximize the breakdown voltage of the system. In one embodiment, the x-ray

generator assembly 101 is hermetically sealed to the end of the probe assembly 106, and evacuated.

[0045] In the embodiments illustrated in FIG.s 3 and 4, the power supply 112 has a first terminal
112A and a second terminal 112B, and has drive means for establishing an output voltage between
the first terminal 112A and the second terminal 112B. In one form, the power supply 112 may be
electrically coupled to the x-ray generator assembly 101 by way of the first and second terminals. In
the embodiment illustrated in FIG.s 3 and 4, the first terminal 112A of the power supply 112 is
electrically coupled to the electron emissive surface of the thermionic cathode 122, and the second
terminal 112B is electrically coupled to the target element 128. The high voltage power supply 112
provides a high potential difference across the conductive outer surface 200 of the fiber optic cable
113, and the metallic sheath 105, to establish an acceleration potential difference between the

thermionic cathode 122 and the grounded target element 128.

[0047] In this way, electrons emitted from the thermionic cathode 122 are accelerated toward the
target element 128, and an electron beam is generated. The electron beam is preferably thin (e.g. 1
mm or less in diameter), and is established along a beam path 109 along a nominally straight
reference axis that extends to the target element 128. The target element 128 is positioned in the
beam path 109. In one embodiment, the distance from the electron source 122 to the target element

128 is preferably less than 2 mm.

[0048] The high voltage power supply 112 preferably satisfies three criteria: 1) small in size; 2)

-10-
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high efficiency, so as to enable the use of battery power; and 3) independently variable x-ray tube
voltage and current, so as to enable the unit to be programmed for specific applications. Preferably,
the power supply 112 includes selectively operable control means, including means for selectively
controlling the amplitude of the output voltage and the amplitude of the beam generator current. A
high-frequency, switch-mode power converter is preferably used to meet these requirements. The
most appropriate topology for generating low power and high voltage is a resonant voltage
converter working in conjunction with a high voltage, Cockroft-Walton-type multiplier. Low-power
dissipation, switch-mode power-supply controller-integrated circuits (IC) are currently available for
controlling such topologies with few ancillary components. A more detailed description of an
exemplary power supply suitable for use as the power supply 112 is provided, for example, in the
‘900 patent and the ‘658 patent.

[0049] The target element 128 is preferably spaced apart from and opposite the electron emissive
surface of the thermionic cathode 122, and has at least one x-ray emissive material adapted to emit
therapeutic x-radiation in response to incident accelerated electrons from the electron emissive
surface of the thermionic cathode 122. In one embodiment, the target element 128 is a small
beryllium (Be) substrate, coated on the side exposed to the incident electron beam with a thin film
or layer of a high-Z, x-ray emissive element, such as tungsten (W), uranium (U) or gold (Au). By
way of example, when the electrons are accelerated to 30 keV-, a 2 micron thick gold layer absorbs
substantially all of the incident electrons, while transmitting approximately 95% of any 30 keV-,
88% of any 20 keV-, and 83% of any 10 keV-x-rays generated in that layer. In this embodiment,
the beryllium substrate is 0.5 mm thick. With this configuration, 95% of the x-rays generated in
directions normal to and toward the beryllium substrate, and having passed through the gold layer,
are then transmitted through the beryllium substrate and outward at the distal end of the probe
assembly 106.

[0050] In some embodiments, the target element 128 may include a multiple layer film, where the
differing layers may have different emission characteristics. By way of example, the first layer may
have an emission versus energy peak at a relatively low energy, and the second underlying layer
may have an emission versus energy peak at a relatively high energy. In these .embodiments, a low
energy electron beam may be used to generate x-rays in the first layer, to achieve a first radiation
characteristic, and high energy electrons may be used to penetrate through to the underlying layer, to
achieve a second radiation characteristic. As an example, a 0.5 mm wide electron beam may be
emitted at the cathode and accelerated to 30 keV, with 0.1 eV transverse electron energies, and may
arrive at the target element 128, with a beam diameter of less than 1 mm at the target element 128.

X-rays are generated in the target element 128 in accordance with pre-selected beam voltage,
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current, and target element composition. The x-rays thus generated pass through the beryllium

substrate with minimized loss in energy.

[0051] As an alternative to beryllium, the target substrate may be made of carbon, ceramic such as
boron nitride, or other suitable material which permits x-rays to pass with a minimum loss of
energy. An optimal material for target substrate is carbon in its diamond form, since that material is
an excellent heat conductor. Using these parameters, the resultant x-rays have sufficient energy to
penetrate into soft tissues to a depth of a centimeter or more, the exact depth dependent upon the x-
ray energy distribution. In other embodiments, the target may be a solid, high-Z material, with x-

rays being emitted in an annular beam perpendicular to the tube axis.

[0052] FIG. 4 illustrates an electron source 122 that includes a laser-heated thermionic cathode 122.
The thermionic cathode 122 has an electron emissive surface, and is typically formed of a metallic
material. Suitable metallic materials forming the cathode 122 may include tungsten, thoriated
tungsten, other tungsten alloys, thoriated rhenium, and tantalum. The cathode disc can be held in
place by means of swage of the end or by laser welding. In one embodiment, the cathode 122 may
be formed by depositing a layer of electron emissive material on a base material, so that an electron
emissive surface is formed thereon. By way of example, the base material may be formed from one
or more metallic materials, including but not limited to Group VI metals such as tungsten, and
Group Il metals such as barium. In one form, the layer of electron emissive material may be formed
from materials including, but not limited to, aluminum tungstate and scandium tungstate. The
thermionic cathode 122 may also be an oxide coated cathode, where a coating of the mixed oxides
of barium and strontium, by way of example, may be applied to a metallic base, such as nickel or a
nickel alloy. The metallic base may be made of other materials, including Group VI metals such as

tungsten.

[0053] Getters 155 may be positioned within the housing 130. The getters 155 aid in creating and
maintaining a vacuum condition of high quality. Typically, getters have an activation temperature,
after which they will react with stray gas molecules in the vacuum. It is desirable that the getters

used have an activation temperature that is not so high as to damage the x-ray device, when heated

to the activation temperature.

[0054] The fiber optic cable 113 is adapted to transmit laser radiation, generated by the laser source
104 (shown in FIG. 3) and incident on the proximal end 113A of the fiber optic cable 113, to the
distal end 113B of the fiber optic cable 113. The fiber optic cable 113 is also adapted to deliver a
beam of the transmitted laser radiation to impinge upon the electron-emissive surface of the

thermionic cathode 122. The beam of laser radiation should have a power level sufficient to heat at
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least a portion of the electron-emissive surface to an electron emitting temperature, so as to cause

thermionic emission of electrons from the surface.

[0055] The operation of the probe assembly 106 and the x-ray generator assembly 101 typically
includes the following steps. A laser beam shining down the fiber optic cable 113 impinges upon
the surface of the thermionic cathode 122, and rapidly heats the surface to an electron emitting
temperature, below the melting point of the metallic cathode 122. When the surface of the
thermionic cathode 122 reaches an electron emitting temperature, electrons are thermionically
emitted from the surface. The high voltage field between the cathode 122 and the target element
128 (shown in FIGS. 3 and 4) accelerates these electrons, thereby forcing them to strike the surface
of the target element 128, so that x-rays are generated. In one embodiment, a Nd:YAG laser was
coupled into a SiO, optical fiber having a diameter of 400 microns. A 20 kV power supply was
used, and a thermionic cathode made of tungsten was used. Only a few watts of power was needed
to generate over 100 OA of electron current. In another example, an infrared diode laser was used

to achieve about 100 OA of electron current with only 180 mW of power.

[0056] FIG. 5 shows a catheter assembly 400, including a flexible catheter body member 402, and
an inflatable element 410 disposed at or near a distal end of the catheter body 402. In the illustrated
embodiment, the flexible catheter body 402 extends along a central axis, and has a proximal end 404
and a distal end 406. Also, in this embodiment the inflatable element 410 is a balloon, and the
catheter body 402 has an interior channel 408 extending along the central axis. The inflatable
balloon 410 is affixed to the outside of the distal end 406 of the catheter 402. In FIG. 5, the balloon
410 is shown in its inflated state. Although in FIG. 5, the balloon 410 is shown as having a
substantially spherical shape in its inflated state, in other embodiments the inflatable balloon can
take on many different shapes when inflated. These shapes include, but are not limited to, spherical,
elliptical, and cylindrical shapes, some or all of which can be used in treating anatomical regions

such as the bladder or the colon.

[0057] The probe assembly 106 (previously described, in conjunction with FIG.s 2, 3, and 4) is
slidably positionable within the interior channel 408, so that the distal end of the probe 106 can be
positioned within the interior region of the balloon 410, when the balloon is inflated. In its inflated
state, the balloon 410 defines a substantially spherical region 414, as shown in FIG. 5. In the
illustrated embodiment, the target element 128 is substantially at the center of the spherical region
414 defined by the inflated balloon 410. Inflation and deflation of the balloon 410 can be controlled
from the proximal end 404 of the probe 106, as described below.

[0058] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, in practice the balloon 410 is initially deflated, then
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folded and packed around the distal end 406 of the catheter 402. The distal end 406 of the catheter
402, with the deflated and folded balloon 410, is then inserted into the body of a patient, in such a
manner that the distal end 406 is positioned within the body cavity to be treated. The proximal end
404 remains external to the patient during the entire procedure. After the distal end 406 has been
inserted into the body cavity, the balloon 410 is inflated so that the body cavity becomes stretched

into a spherical shape.

[0059] In many instances, when treating a body cavity with radiation therapy, it may be desirable to
uniformly radiate the entire surface of the soft tissue lining the cavity, such that an isodose contour
is coincident with the surface of the body cavity. An isodose contour is a surface in which the
absorbed radiation energy is equal at every point on the surface. One method of uniformly radiating
a body cavity, as disclosed in the '780 patent, is to first use a device such as an inelastic balloon to
stretch the cavity into a substantially spherical shape, and then position an omnidirectional x-ray
generating probe tip at the center of the cavity. With this configuration, an isodose contour can be

established that is coincident with the surface of the body cavity.

[0060] In some embodiments, one of which is shown in FIG. 5, a surface of a body cavity is first
conformed to a predetermined contour. FIG. 5 shows the balloon 410 as positioned within a body
cavity 420 (shown in dotted lines). The body cavity 420 could be, by way of example, the bladder
or the uterus. Initially the body cavity 420 defines a non-uniform shape, but inflating the balloon

410 stretches the lining of the cavity 420 into a substantially spherical in which the body cavity
provides relatively little resistance to the inflation. Preferably, after inflation, substantially all of the
exterior surface of the balloon 410 contacts the interior surface of the cavity 420. In other words,
the balloon may be inflated so that it is in contact with the lining of the body cavity, and displaces

that cavity to define a desired shape for that lining.

[0061] FIG. 5 also shows a channel 408 extending within the catheter 402 and in parallel with the
probe assembly 106, establishing a gas flow path by which the balloon 410 can be inflated from
outside the patient. In the illustrated embodiment, the probe 106 is inserted such that the target
element 128 is positioned at the center of the balloon 410. Since the balloon 410 has stretched the
cavity 420 into a spherical shape, the center of the balloon 410 is coincident with the center of the
cavity 420. Accordingly, positioning target element 128 at the center of the inflated the balloon 400
also centers the target element 128 within the body cavity 420. Once the target element 128 is
centered, the electron source 122 may be activated to direct an electron beam so that the beam is
incident on the target element 128. The result of the electron beam being incident on the target
element 128 is the generation of x-ray radiation, with an isodose contour coincident with the

spherical shape defined by the inflated balloon 410, and with the lining of the deformed body cavity
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420. The flux density of the x-ray radiation decreases with distance from the x-ray source beyond
the cavity lining, permitting treatment of the lining surface and diminishing effects in tissue beyond

that lining.

[0062] FIG. 6 shows another embodiment in which the x-ray treatment can be limited to a specific
section or region of a body cavity, for example to a region containing tumorous tissue. In the
embodiment shown in FIG. 6, a variable thickness, x-ray transmissive shield 129 (henceforth
"variable transmission shield") is used, so as to shape the spatial distribution of the x-rays into a
desired or predetermined dose distribution. The x-ray transmissive shield is sometimes referred to

in the art as a "shadow mask."

[0063] In this embodiment, the electron source 122 generates an electron beam along a beam path
disposed along a beam axis. The target element 128 has a surface positioned in the beam path, and
is responsive to electrons from the electron beam that are incident on that surface to emit x-rays. A
probe tip assembly 139 that is substantially x-ray transparent is provided at the distal end of the
probe 106. The probe tip assembly 139 and associated control electronics (not shown) include
elements for positioning the target element 128 in the beam path of the electron beam generated by
the electron source 122. The probe tip assembly establishes a generally convex outer surface at the
distal end of the probe assembly. A more detailed description of an exemplary probe tip assembly is

provided in the '926 patent.

[0064] The variable transmission shield 129 is positioned on the outer surface of the probe tip
assembly 139, and is adapted to control the position of the isodose surfaces of the x-rays emitted
from the target and passing through the probe tip assembly 139. The variable transmission shield
129 is made from a material which is not completely x-ray transparent (i.e. is at least partially x-ray
absorptive), such as heavy metals, by way of example. The x-ray flux from the x-ray generator
assembly 101 is dependent in part upon the thickness of the variable transmission shield 129 along
an axis extending from the target element 128 and passing through the target element 128. A
selective restriction in thickness of the variable transmission shield 129 is used to generate spatially

variable x-ray dose distributions.

[0065] In the exemplary embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, the target element 128 is shielded by the
variable transmission shield 129 in such a way that only those x-rays traveling in the direction of a
forward solid angle, indicated in FIG. 6 by arrows 422, are emitted from the target element 128. In
this way, only a specific, limited region within the body cavity 420, indicated in FIG. 6 by reference
numeral 424, is radiated. It is understood, however, that the variable transmission shield 129 can be

used to generate x-ray radiation fields having any type of desired configurations, including but not
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limited to, radiation fields in the shape of oblate or prolate ellipsoids, as described in detail in the

'926 patent.

[0066] In another embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the flexible catheter 402 comprises an
interior passageway 430 extending from a point at or near its proximal end 404 to a point at or near
its distal end 406. The interior passageway 430 is in communication with an interior region 417 of
the balloon 410, and establishes a fluid flow path from the proximal end 404 of the catheter 402 to
the interior region 417 of the balloon 410. The passageway 430 in the illustrated embodiment is
thus a fluid passageway 430, allowing a fluid to be carried from outside the catheter 402 to the
interior of the balloon 410. The fluid passageway 430 also provides a return path for the fluid, so
that the fluid returns to the proximal portion 404 of the catheter 402, after circulating through the
interior of the balloon 410.

[0067] The fluid may be a gas or a liquid that can be used to inflate the balloon 410. In the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the fluid is air that is used to inflate and deflate the balloon 410.
In this embodiment, inflation and deflation of the balloon 410 may be controlled from the proximal
end of the catheter 402, by coupling an inflation device 435 known in the art (including but not
limited to a pump) to the fluid passageway 430, to control the inflation and deflation of the balloon
410, and to maintain an air pressure within the balloon 410 that is necessary to maintain the desired

size and shape of the balloon 410. The inflation device 435 may be, but is not limited to, a pump.

[0068] In some embodiments, the fluid may be a cooling fluid that is circulated in and out of the
fluid passageway 430 and through the interior of the balloon 410. The cooling fluid serves to carry
heat away from the x-ray emitting tip of the probe, thereby dissipating excess heat that may
deleteriously affect the operation of the x-ray brachytherapy system. The cooling fluid may be one
of a number of cooling fluids known in the art, including but not limited to helium, or water, or
fluorine, by way of example. A pump (not shown), coupled to the fluid passageway 430 through

one or more fluid ports, may be used to circulate the cooling fluid.

[0069] FIG.s 8A-8B provide a schematic view of an embodiment in which the catheter assembly
includes a plurality of inflatable elements, and in which a plurality of interior channels are defined
within the catheter so as to permit a plurality of flexible probes to be inserted in the interior channels
of the catheter. In FIG. 8A, the inflatable elements are shown in their inflated states. In FIG. 8B,

the inflatable elements are shown in their deflated states.

[0070] In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8A, a catheter assembly 500 includes a catheter body
member 501 extending from a proximal end 501A to a distal end 501B, and one or more inflatable

elements 502 affixed to the catheter body 501 at points along the body member 501. In one
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embodiment, the catheter body member 501 may be a substantially rigid member, shaped and
configured to open up the body passageway through which the catheter is inserted. The catheter
body member may have a substantially tubular or cylindrical configuration, or a substantially
conical configuration. Alternatively, the catheter body member may have any other practical shape
and configuration for opening up the body passageway. Alternatively, the catheter body member

may be a substantially flexible member.

[0071] The inflatable element 502 may be a balloon, for example, and may be made of a
substantially resilient material. Each inflatable element 502, when inflated, defines a predetermined
surface contour (e.g. spherical, elliptical etc.). When inflated from within a body passageway or
body cavity, the inflated elements 502 are adapted to firmly position the catheter within the body
passageway or body cavity. In one embodiment, the inflatable elements 502, when inflated from
within an interior region of a body cavity, define a predetermined surface contour disposed about the
interior region. One or more of the inflatable elements may be inflatable balloons, for example.

The one or more inflatable elements may be movably positioned inside the catheter at variable
locations therealong. Alternatively, the inflatable elements may be fixedly positioned at

predetermined positions.

[0072] The catheter body member 501 defines one or more interior channels 504. In the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8, a plurality of interior channels are defined by the body member
501. Each interior channel 504 extends between points at or near the proximal end 501A of the
rigid element 501, and points at or near the distal end 501B of the rigid element 501. A flexible
probe 503 can be inserted through each interior channel 504, in such a way as to position a
miniature x-ray generator assembly at one or more desired locations within the body passageway

and/or body cavity.

[0073] The catheter assembly 500 further includes a passageway 506 in communication with the
interior region of one or more of the inflatable elements 502. The passageway 506 allows a fluid, or
other type of inflation control medium, to be carried from outside the catheter assembly 500 to the
interior of one or more flexible elements 502. The control medium may be a gas (e.g. air) or a

liquid or a fluid that can be used to inflate the inflatable elements 502. The inflation and deflation of
the inflatable elements 502 may be controlled by coupling an inflation device (e.g. a fluid pump) to
the passageway 506, e.g. to maintain a fluid pressure within each inflatable element at a level

requisite for maintaining the desired size and shape of the inflatable elements 502.

[0074] While the invention has been particularly shown and described with reference to specific

embodiments, it should be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form and
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detail may be made therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as defined

by the appended claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity, said apparatus
comprising:
A, a flexible catheter extending along a central axis and having a proximal end and a distal end,

said catheter defining an interior channel along said central axis;
B. an inflatable balloon affixed to and extending from said catheter at points near said distal end
of said catheter, said balloon when inflated defining a predetermined surface contour;
C. a flexible probe assembly slidably positionable within said interior channel of said catheter,
said probe assembly including a transmission path having a proximal end and a distal end, said
transmission path being adapted for transmitting an activating energy incident on said proximal end
to said distal end;
D. an x-ray generator assembly coupled to a distal end of said probe assembly, including:

a. an electron source, responsive to the activating energy transmitted to said distal end
of said transmission path, for emitting electrons; and

b. a target element including at least one x-ray emissive material adapted to emit x-rays
in response to incident accelerated electrons from said electron source; and
E. means for providing an accelerating voltage between said electron source and said target
element so as to establish an accelerating electric field which acts to accelerate electrons emitted

from said electron source toward said target element.

2. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,

wherein said electron source includes a thermionic cathode.

3. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 2,
wherein said transmission path is adapted for transmitting optical radiation, and wherein said
activating energy is optical radiation and being adapted to cause thermionic emission of electrons

from said cathode.

4, An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 3
further includes an optical source, wherein said optical source generates a beam of optical radiation

directed to said proximal end of said transmission path.
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5. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 4,

wherein said optical source comprises a laser, and said optical radiation comprises laser radiation.

6. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,

wherein said electron source includes a photocathode.

7. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 6,
wherein said transmission path is adapted for transmitting optical radiation, and wherein said
activating energy is optical radiation that is adapted to cause photoelectric emission of electrons

from said photocathode.

8. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,
wherein the emitted electrons form an electron beam along a beam path, and wherein said target

element is positioned in said beam path.

9. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,
wherein said flexible catheter further comprises another interior channel in communication with an
interior region of said balloon, said another interior channel extending from a point at or near said
proximal end to a point at or near said distal end, and

wherein said another interior channel defines a fluid passageway for carrying a fluid from outside

the catheter to the interior of the balloon.

10.  An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 9,

wherein said fluid comprises air, and said fluid passageway comprises an air passageway.

I1.  Anapparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim
10, further comprising an inflation device coupled to said air passageway to control inflation and

deflation of said balloon.

12. An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 9,

wherein said fluid comprises a cooling fluid.

13, Anapparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim
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12, further comprising a fluid pump coupled to said fluid passageway for circulating said fluid

within said balloon.

14.  An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,
wherein said balloon defines a substantially spherical interior region when inflated and said target
element is positionable substantially at the center of said interior region of said balloon when

inflated.

15.  Anapparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,
wherein said x-ray generator is adapted to provide an isodose contour substantially coincident with a

surface contour of said balloon when said balloon is inflated.

16.  An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,

wherein said predetermined surface contour is substantially spherical.

17.  An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,

wherein said balloon is sized and dimensioned for placement in a natural body cavity.

18.  An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,
wherein said balloon is sized and dimensioned for placement in a cavity left by surgical removal of

a tumor from a patient.

19.  Anapparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,
wherein said balloon is sized and dimensioned for placement in one of a blood vessel and a

lymphatic vessel.

20.  An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim 1,
wherein the means for providing an accelerating voltage includes a power supply having a first
terminal and a second terminal, wherein said first terminal is electrically coupled to said electron
source and said second terminal is electrically coupled to said target element, thereby establishing
an electric field which acts to accelerate electrons emitted from said electron source toward said

target element.

21.  Anapparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity, said apparatus
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comprising:

A. a flexible catheter extending along a central axis and having a proximal end and a distal end,
said catheter defining an interior channel along said central axis;

B. an inflatable balloon affixed to and extending from said catheter at points near said distal end
of said catheter, said balloon when inflated defining a predetermined surface contour;

C. a flexible probe assembly slidably positionable within said interior channel of said catheter,
said probe assembly including an optical delivery structure having a proximal end and a distal end,
said optical delivery structure being adapted for transmitting optical radiation incident on said
proximal end to said distal end;

D. an optical source, including means for generating a beam of optical radiation directed to said
proximal end of said optical delivery structure;

E. an x-ray generator assembly coupled to a distal end of said probe assembly, including:

a. an electron source, responsive to optical radiation transmitted to said distal end of
said optical delivery structure, for emitting electrons, the electron source including a thermionic
cathode having an electron emissive surface; and

b. a target element including at least one x-ray emissive material adapted to emit x-rays
in response to incident accelerated electrons from said electron source; and
F. means for providing an accelerating voltage between said electron source and said target
element so as to establish an accelerating electric field which acts to accelerate electrons emitted
from said electron source toward said target element;
wherein said optical delivery structure is adapted for directing a beam of optical radiation
transmitted therethrough to impinge upon a surface of said thermionic cathode,
and wherein said beam of transmitted optical radiation is adapted to cause thermionic emission of

electrons from said surface.

22.  Anapparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity according to claim

21, wherein said optical radiation is light generated by a laser.

23.  An apparatus for applying x-rays to an interior surface of a body cavity, said apparatus
comprising:

A. a flexible catheter extending along a central axis and having a proximal end and a distal end,
said catheter defining an interior channel along said central axis;

B. one or more inflatable elements affixed to and extending from said catheter at points along

said catheter, each inflatable element when inflated defining a predetermined surface contour;
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C. a flexible probe assembly slidably positionable within said interior channel of said catheter,
said probe assembly including an optical delivery structure having a proximal end and a distal end,
said optical delivery structure being adapted for transmitting optical radiation incident on said
proximal end to said distal end;

D. an optical source, including means for generating a beam of optical radiation directed to said
proximal end of said optical delivery structure;

E. an x-ray generator assembly coupled to a distal end of said probe assembly, including:

a. an electron source, responsive to optical radiation transmitted to said distal end of
said optical delivery structure, for generating an electron beam along a beam path disposed along a
beam axis, the electron source including a thermionic cathode having an electron emissive surface;

b. a target element having a first surface and being positioned in said beam path, said
target element being responsive to electrons from said beam that are incident on said first surface to
emit x-rays;

C. a probe tip assembly, including means for maintaining said first surface of said target
element in said beam path, said probe tip assembly being substantially x-ray transparent and
establishing an outer surface at said distal end of said probe assembly; and

d. a shield characterized by a selected transmission profile for controlling the spatial
distribution of isodose contours of said x-rays emitted from said target element and passing through
said probe tip assembly; and
F. means for providing an accelerating voltage between said electron source and said target
element so as to establish an accelerating electric field which acts to accelerate electrons emitted
from said electron source toward said target element;
wherein said optical delivery structure is adapted for directing a beam of optical radiation
transmitted therethrough to impinge upon a surface of said thermionic cathode,
and wherein said beam of transmitted optical radiation is adapted to cause thermionic emission of
electrons from said surface.

24.  Anapparatus in accordance with claim 23, wherein the shield is positioned on one of the

outer surface of the probe tip assembly and an outer surface of the catheter.

25. Anapparatus in accordance with claim 23, wherein the transmission profile of the shielding

is adapted to be varied so as to control the position of the catheter.

26.  Anapparatus in accordance with claim 23, wherein the transmission profile of the shielding

is adapted to be varied so that the x-ray source can be located with a desired degree of precision.
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