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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
SHOULDER PAD FOR GARMENTS 

AND THE LIKE 

Ben Skirow and Nathan Skirow, Chicago, Ill. 
Application February 28, 1951, Serial No. 213,218 

(C. 2-268) 3 Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to garment pads and 
more particularly to pads for use in garment 
shoulders to impart to the garment a desired 
shoulder effect. The present invention consti 
tutes an improvement over that disclosed and 
claimed in United States Letters Patent No. 
2,511,483, issued June 13, 1950. 
A primary object of the present invention is 

to devise a pad of economical construction and 
having sufficient body to retain its shape indefi Initely. 
A further object of the invention is to provide, 

in a pad Such as above described, means for hold 
ing the pad snugly against the shoulder to con 
form precisely to the configuration thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to devise a 

pad which may be more economically fabricated 
than those known to the prior art. 
A more specific object of the invention is to 

provide a stiffener embedded in the padding mass, 
which is contained within an envelope, to prevent 
shifting of the mass within the envelope during 
compression thereof in a preheated die. which 
shapes the mass to shoulder pad configuration of 
generally lunate form, tapering in cross-sectional 
area, from the shoulder end of the pad to the 
opposite end thereof. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide means for maintaining tension between the 
shoulder end of the pad and its opposite end 
along the center line thereof, whereby when the 
pad is pulled into position at its shoulder end the 
opposite end snugly hugs the shoulder contour. 
A further object of the invention is to devise 

a novel and economical method for fabricating 
a pair of identical shoulder pads such as above described. 
A different object of the invention is to devise 

a method by means of which either square or 
rounded effect may be obtained at the shoulder end of the pad. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a groove in the top surface of the pad in 
wardly of the shoulder end thereof and approxi 
mately perpendicular to the longitudinal center 
line of the pad, thereby facilitating stitching of 
the pad to the garment. 
The foregoing and other objects and advan 

tages of the invention will become apparent from 
a consideration of the following specification and 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is an exploded view of a padding pancake 
and its envelope utilized in the first step. of fabri 
cating the novel shoulder pad; 
... Fig.2 is a plan view of a pair of backing seg 
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ments adapted, when joined, to form the Upper 
or lower half of the envelope; 

Fig. 3 illustrates the layer segments of Fig. 2 
after joinder thereof; 

Fig. 4 is an edge elevation of the backing layer 
shown in Fig. 3; 

Fig. 5 is a plan view of one-half of the pancake and its envelope; 
Fig. 6 is an edge elevation taken from the bot 

tom of Fig. 5; 
Fig. 7 is a plan view, similar to Fig. 5, with a 

roll of padding material and an elastic cord 
assembled therewith prior to wrapping thereof in a reinforcing envelope; 

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the assembly 
shown in Fig. 7, with an inner layer of reinforc 
ing material and an outer layer of backing mate 
rial prior to wrapping of said layers around the 
assembly to form inner and outer envelopes; 

Fig. 9 is a plan view of the reinforcing layer 
shown in Fig. 8; 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the completed 
pad after compression thereof in a preheated die; 

Fig. 11 is a side elevational view of the pad; 
Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the pad taken 

from the inner end thereof; 
Fig. 13 is a sectional view taken on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 10; and 
Fig. 14 is a perspective view showing a garment 

containing a pair of the pads in position upon the 
- Shoulders. 

Describing the invention in detail and refer 
ring first to Fig. 1, a plurality of very soft com 
pressible discs 4 of cotton or similar material are 
Stacked in a pancake and are graduated in size 
from top to bottom. The discs is are preferably, 
although not necessarily, covered by a stiffener 
disc 6 of crinoline or other suitable material, such 
as tailor's canvas which has been sized to afford 
a stiff but flexible disc, substantially noncon 
pressible under the pressure exerted by the pre 
heated forming die as hereinafter described. 
The disc 6 is preferably provided with a pair of 
diametrically opposed aligned slots 8 to increase 
its flexibility, and is preferably covered by 
another Soft compressible disc of cotton or 
similar material. As will be readily seen in Fig. 
1, the disc fo is preferably of approximately the 
Same diameter as the bottom disc 4. 
The pancake-shaped stack of discs 4, 6 and 9 

are preferably positioned between a pair of soft, 
oval-shaped backing layers f2 of felt or other 
Suitable material; and each of these layers 2 is 
preferably formed of a pair of segments 8 (Fig. 
2) generally crescent-shaped, as seen in plan 
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view. The mating concave edges of the segments 
4 are joined together in any convenient manner, 
as by stitching, to form a seam 6 which consti 
tutes a tension member across the layer 2 caus 
ing it to curl at opposite edges thereof, as at i8, 
for a purpose hereinafter described. It will be 
understood, however, that this feature may, if 
desired, be eliminated by forming each layer 2 
of a single segment of backing material Sufi 
ciently large to form an envelope for the stack 
of discs 4, 6 and 0, and if desired the layers 2 
may be entirely eliminated. The layers i2 are then preferably stitched, 
as at 2, to each other through the discs 4, 6 and 
0, which thus constitute a soft readily compres 

sible pancake or nass 22, as best seen in Fig. 6. 
The disc 5 constitutes a stifferner structure en 
bedded within the mass 22, which is then cut in 
half, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, along a plane 
substantially perpendicular to that of the Sean 
6, if that feature is utilized. (It nay be noted 

that this cut joins the slots 8 in the stiffener disc 
So that said slots may be used, if desired, to guide 
the cutting tool (not shown).) 
The cutting process provides a pair cf units, 

one of which is shown in detaii in figs. 5, 6 and 8, 
wherein it, will be seat that the unit, comprises 
a semiround readily compressibie mass 22 of cot 
ton with a similar shaped disc is embedded there 
ill, said mass being contailed Within an open 
envelope defined by the top and botton layers 
of backing raterial Which have beei Stitched 
together as previously described at 25. It nay 
also be noted that the Seas of the envelope 
defined by the layers 2 are under teasion fron 
the flat end 24 of the unit to the opposite end 
thereof along the longitudinal center line thereof. 
AS best seein in Fig. 6, the inass 22 is greatest at 
the vertical center line of its flat, edge and tapers 
therefron in all directions to its arcuate perin 
eter. The unit, shown in Figs. 5 and 6 is then prefer 
ably wrapped within an inner stiffenei layer 23 
of sized ci’incline, tailor's canvas or similar ina 
terial and is also Wirapped within an outer back 
ing layer 2S of felt or Siriai' material, both of 
Said layers being Wrapped airound the fiat edge of 
the Ina SS 23 to define inner and outer envelopes 
Within which may be positioned a resilient cord 
38. If a round rather than a square shoulder 
(effect is desired, a roll 32 of compressible nate 
rial, Such as cotton, Inay also be folded within 
the layers ?:, and 28 across the flat edge of the 
padding mass, as shown in Fig. 7. 
The layer 33 is preferably slotted, as at 2 (Fig. 

9), at diarietirically opposite sides thereof to fa 
cilitate folding or Wrapping thereof, and to per 
Init the layer to conform in ore readily to the 
shape of the la SS, as previously described, and 
preferably the layer 2 is wetted before it is 
Wrapped around the inass 22, whereby upon coin 
pression of the entire assembly in a preheated die 
the envelope formed by the layer 2 is is perina 
nently united with the padding mass 22, the outer 
hacking layer 28, and resilient cord 3 because 
of the adhesive action of the wetted sizing. 

it may be noted that during this compression 
process the stiffener & is effective to give body to 
the mass 22 to thereby avoid excessive shifting 
of the mass within its innermost envelope de 
fined by the layers 2. 

After the layers 23 and 28 have bean wrapped 
around the mass 22 and the resilient cord 32, as 
Well as the roll 32 if desired, and after this en 
tire assembly has been compressed in a preheated 
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4. 
molding die, the assembly is permanently formed 
to the finished shoulder pad configuration illus 
trated in Figs. 10 to 14, as generally designated 
at 34 therein. The completed pad, as best seen 
in Figs. 10 and 12, is approximately lunate in 
form at the shoulder end thereof and tapers to 
ward the opposite end, the seans 6, which are 
not shown in these figures, causing tension along 
the longitudinal center line of the pad at approxi 
mately the line 3-3 of Fig. 10. As disclosed 
and claimed in the above-mentioned patent, the 
cord 3) is effective to yieldingly maintain the 
padding maSS in this lunate form, and, as best 
Seen in Figs. 11 and 13, the tension caused by the 
Seams 6 causes the inner end of the pad to curl 
slightly, as at 36, whereby when the shoulder end 
of the pad 35 is pulled downwardly at the oppo 
site Sides thereof, as at 38, around the shoulder, 
the end 35 tightly hugs the contour of the shoul 
der to afford a Smooth Snug fit thereon, facilitat 
ing stitching of the pad to the garment is shown 
in Eig. 14. 
AS best Seen in Figs. 10, it and 13, the pad 343 

is provided with an arcuate groove 42 in its upper 
Surface adjacent the shoulder end thereof, said 
groove affording a convenient neans of posi 
tioning the sleeve portion fifi (Fig. 14) of the gar 
ment with respect to the pad. The sieeve por 
tion is then Stitched along said groove to the pad 
and to the garment É. 
Changes may be made in form and substange 

Without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. Or Sacrificing any of the advantages and the 
right is hereby reserved to make all changes 
which fairly fall within the Scope of the follow 
ing claims. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be se 

cured by Lette's Patent of the United States is as 
follows: 1. A shoulder pad comprising a padding mass 
approximately crescent shape in cross section at 
its shoulder end and tapering in cross sectional 
area, to a point at its opposite end, an inner 
envelope containing said mass and conforming 
to the shape thereof, an outer envelope enclosing 
Said fia'st envelope and said mass, said outer en 
velope comprising top and bottom layers, each 
in the form of a pair of segments having concave 
nating edges joined together in a seam extend 
ing approximately along the longitudinal center 
line of Said mass, said seam being adapted to 
maintain constant tension between the shoulder 
end of Said pad and its opposite end along the 
C&nter line of said pad. 2. A method of fabricating a shoulder pad 
comprising the steps of forming a substantially 
Senil'Ound padding Inass having a flat straight 
edge and tapering towards its perimeter fro;in 
Said edge, then wrapping said mass within a layer 
of backing naterial, then enclosing said mass 
and backing material in an envelope, then en 
closing the envelope together with a roll of re 
silient compressible material positioned along 
the fiat edge thereof in a second envelope and 
then placing the coraposite whole in a forming 
die until said mass is permanently shaped to 
shoulder pad configuration. 

3. A method of fabricating shoulder pads com 
prising the steps of forming a padding mass of 
resilient compressible material approximately 
lunate in Cross Section at its shoulder end and 
tapering in Cross sectional area at its opposit 
end, Wrapping Said IaaSS in a layer of wetted size 
material, enclosing said mass in a fabric en 
velope to form a coinposite padding mass an 
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