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My invention relates to improvements in Vene 
tian blinds designed with the particular objects 
in view of providing a simply constructed device 
of this character which is easy to operate with 
out cords and other tilting devices, may be con 
cealed from view when not in use, and may be 
pre-set so that when fully lowered the slats will 
be tilted at any desired angle to admit light, or 
closed, so as to prevent light rays from passing 
through the blind. 
Other and subordinate objects are also com 

prehended by my invention, all of which, together 
with the precise nature of my improvements, will 
be readily understood when the succeeding de 
scription and claims are read with reference to 
the drawings accompanying and forming part of 
this specification. 

In said drawings: 
Figure i is a view in front elevation of a Wene 

tian blind embodying my improvements, 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary view in vertical sec 

tion taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 1 and drawn 
to an enlarged Scale, 

Figure 3 is a similar view taken on line 3-3 
of Figure 1 and drawn to an enlarged scale, 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary view in Vertical Sec 
tion showing the blind fully closed, 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary view in horizontal 
section taken on the line 5-5 of Figure 1 and 
drawn to an enlarged scale, 
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Figure 6 is a sinilar view taken on the line 
6-6 of Figure 1, and 

Figure 7 is a view partly in front elevation and 
partly in longitudinal section illustrating the 
counterweight and the means for attaching th 
same to the lowermost slat. 

Reference being had to the drawings by nu 
merals, according to my invention a slat unit 

is attached at its upper end, by means pres 
ently described, to a flexible sheet 2 which, in 
turn, is suitably attached to a roller 3 of the 
usual window shade type and which is mounted 
at its ends in brackets 4 on the ends of an open 
bottomed cornice 5 secured by end flanges 6 
thereon and Screws 7 to the top of a window 
frame 8 to extend along said top. The sheet 2 
is designed to suspend the slat unit from the 
roller 3 when said unit is lowered and with the 
lower end of the unit. Within a short distance 
from the stool cap 9 of the Window frame. As 
will presently more clearly appear, the slat unit 
and sheet 2 may be rolled up on the roller 3 

when the blind is not in use to completely con 
ceal the same in the cornice 5. 
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extending crosswise of the unit between the front 
and rear stretches f, t 2 of a pair of side tapes 
3 looped above the top slat 0 with said side 

stretches ?, 2 adapted to hang pendent. The 
Slats 0, with the exception of the lowermost 
one, are supported by fabric cross-webs & ex 
tending between the side stretches 1, 2 of the 
tapes 3 and connected to said webs to tilt about 
the longitudinal axes thereof so as to open at 
different angles and close in overlapping relation 
under manipulation of the stretches , 2 in 
the usual manner. For connecting the slats ( 
to said cross-webs 4, each slat G is provided 
with a pair of longitudinally extending slots 5 
over its supporting webs 4 and with a pair of 
tongues 6 projecting into said slots 5 in the 
axis of the slat and extending under the Webs 
4 from the Outer side edges of the atter. By 

this arrangement, under raising of one stretch 
1, 2, the slats 0 will be tilted in the usual 

manner, as will be clear. The stretches i, 2 
of the tapes 3 are attached in any suitable Inan 
ner to the side edges of the lowermost slat it 
which is substantially thicker than the others. 
As will be understood, the lowermost slat 9 is 
tilted in the same manner as the other slats. 

For suspending the described slat unit fron 
the sheet 2, the latter is provided With a bot 
tom hem which suspends a rod 8 therein. A 
pair of edge notches 9 are formed in the hem 
7 to provide for connection of the loops 20 of 

the tapes 3 to said rod. Each loop 20 extends 
between a pair of opposed metal clamping plates 
21, 22, one of which is arranged within the loops 
and the other outside the same, the plates of each 
pair being clamped together by corner lugs 23 
on one plate bent over the edges of the other 
plate and flat against the same. The outside 
plate 2 of each pair is crimped to form a hinge 
barrel 24 which straddles the rod 8 and is dis 
posed in one of the notches 9. Thus, the pairs 
of plates 2, 22 are suspended from the rod 8 
for rocking movement thereon. So that the 
stretches , 2 of the tapes 3 may be raised 
and lowered to tilt the slats O at the desired 
angle. 
Means are provided for pre-setting. the slats 

0 at any desired angle and maintaining the same 
at the selected angle when the slat unit f is 
lowered, and as follows: 
The lowermost slat iO is provided in its bqt 

tom face with a central recess 25 and a longi 
tudinally extending pin 26 spanning the recess 
with its ends suitably fixed, as at 27, to the bot 

The slat unit comprises the usual slats to 55 tom face of said slat. 
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An elongated rectangular, plate-like counter 

weight 28 is provided for suspension by its upper 
end from said pin 26 in a vertical plane and for 
coupling by means of an aperture 29 in its lower 
end to an anchor hook 30 upstanding from the 
stool cap 9. The counterweight 28 is split in 
Wardly from its upper end in the median plane 
of the same and grooved, as at 3, along its up 
per ends to provide a pair of opposed clamping 
jaws 32 for gripping the pin. 26. A set screw 
33 threaded through said jaws 32 provides for 
drawing the same together into clamping rela 
tion to the pin 26. 
As will now be seen, when the slat unit f is 

lowered, manipulation of the side stretches , 
2 will result in the slats O being pre-set in any 
desired angle and Said slats may be maintained 
at the Selected angle by attaching the counter 
weight 28 to the pin 26 to depend therefrom in 
a vertical plane and further by attaching the 
counterweight 26 to the hook 30. Also, the 
counterweight 28 may be detached from the 
hook 30 to function in its capacity as a counter 
weight hanging pendent from the lowermost slat 
0 and thus maintain the slats O in the selected 

angular position while the slat unit f is raised 
for Some distance from the stool cap 9. As will 
be clear, and as best shown in Figure 4, the 
slats O may be set into closing position and 
maintained closed, or, and as shown in Figure 2 
and 3, set into fully open position and main 
tained fully open all by virtue of the described 
devices. 
The foregoing will, it is believed, suffice to 

impart a clear understanding of my invention 
without further explanation. 

Manifestly, the invention, as described, is sus 
ceptible of modification without departing from 
the inventive concept, and right is herein re 
served to such modifications as fall within the 
Scope of the Subjoined claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a blind of the class described, a plurality 

of horizontal slats, a pair of side tapes looped 
Over the upper slat and including side stretches 
depending upon opposite sides of said slats, 
means to Suspend the loops of said tapes at the 
top of a Window casing comprising clamping 
plates for said loops pivoted for rocking move 
ment whereby said stretches may be manipulated 
vertically, means connecting said slats to said 
stretches whereby said slats may be variably 
tilted under such manipulation of said stretches, 
and means to attach the lowermost slat to the 
stool cap of said window casing to maintain 
said lowermost slat in tilted position and thereby 
maintain the said side stretches in manipulated 
position and the remaining slats in tilted posi 
tion. 

2. In a blind of the class described, a plurality 
of horizontal slats, a pair of Side tapes looped 
over the upper slat and including side stretches 
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depending upon opposite sides of Said slats, means 
to suspend the loops of said tapes at the top of 
a window casing comprising clamping plates for 
said loops pivoted for rocking movement whereby 
said stretches may be manipulated vertically, 
means connecting Said. Slats to said stretches 
whereby said slats may be variably tilted under 
such manipulation of said stretches, and means 
to attach the lowermost slat to the stool cap 
of said window casing to maintain. Said lower 
most Slat in tilted position and thereby maintain 
the said side stretches in manipulated position 
and the remaining slats in tilted position, said 
first-mentioned means comprising a roller, a 
sheet wound upon said roller and having a bot 
tom hen, and a rod in Said hem upon which the 
clamping plates are SWingably mounted. 

3. In a blind of the class described, a plurality 
of horizontal slats, a pair of side tapes looped 
Over the upper Slat and including side stretches 
depending upon Opposite sides of Said slats, 
means to Suspend the loops of said tapes at the 
top of a window casing comprising clamping 
plates for said loops pivoted for rocking move 
ment whereby said stretches may be manipu 
lated vertically, means connecting said slats to 
said stretches whereby said slats may be variably 
tilted under Such manipulation of said stretches, 
and means to attach the lowermost slat to the 
stool cap of said window casing to maintain Said 
lowermost slat in tilted position and thersby 
maintain the Said side stretches in manipulated 
position and the remaining slats in tilted posi 
tion, Said last means comprising a plate-like 
Counterweight, and means to attach said counter 
weight to said lowermost slat to hang therefrom 
in a vertical plane in any tilted position of said 
OWernOst slat. 
4. In a blind of the class described, a plurality 

of horizontal slats, a pair of side tapes looped 
Over the upper slat and including side stretches 
depending upon opposite sides of said slats, 
means to suspend the loops of said tapes at the 
top of a window casing comprising clamping 
plates for said loops pivoted for rocking move 
ment whereby Said stretches may be manipulated 
vertically, means connecting said slats to said 
stretches whereby said slats may be variably 
tilted under such manipulation of said stretches, 
and means to attach the lowermost slat to the 
stool cap of said window casing to maintain said 
lowermost slat in tilted position and thereby 
maintain the said side stretches in manipulated 
position and the remaining slats in tilted posi 
tion, said last means comprising a plate-like 
counterweight, and means to attach said coun 
terweight to said lowermost slat to hang there 
from in a vertical plane in any tilted position of 
Said lowermost slat, and a hook upstanding from 
Said stool cap, said counterweight having an 
aperture therein for accommodating said hook. 

WALTER, C. WOLFE. 
  


