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1. 

This invention relates to new and useful in 
provements in preformed four-in-hand ties and 
proposes certain iraprovenients set forth in my 
prior application Serial No. 161,160, filed May 
10, 1950, now Patent No. 2,596,739, dated May 13, 
1952. 

In that prior application, there is illustrated 
a preformed four-in-hand tie having a knot 
nenber of Solid construction with a groove in 
the rear face thereof and Within which hooks 
are Suitably mounted to have the top end of a 
fabric tie inenber releasably connected to the 
knot nenber together with the ends of a neck 
band SO that the knot member can be worn with 
different fabric tie neibers. 
The present invention proposes an improve 

inent in the Construgtion of the four-in-hand tie 
in which the knot member has formed within 
its slot an integral hook to which the top end 
of the tie member can be releasably connected 
as Well as laterally aligned lugs to which the ends 
of the neckband can be releasably connected. 
Another object of the present invention pro 

poses an improved connector member for attach 
ment to the top end of the fabric tie member and 
Which has an elongated vertically extended hole 
for engagement With the hook in a manner to 
quickly and easily connect the tie member to 
the knot nerber and to hold the connector mem 
ber against any possible pivotal movement. 
A further object of the present invention pro 

poses forming the connector member With an 
undercut face at its bottom portion to which the 
fabric tie incriber is secured so that the front 
fages of the Connector member and the tie mem- : 
ber Will be fish in a manner to have the front 
face of the tie inenber in intimate contact with 
the Wall of the knot nember at the front of the 
slot to extend from the bottom of the knot mem 
ber to appear as an intimate continuation of the 
knot member. 

Still another object of the present invention 
proposes connecting the ends of the neckband 
to the knot member in Such a manner so that 
when the tie is worn, the knot member will be 
held in the desired downwardly and forwardly in 
clined position so essential to well grooming. 

It is a further object of the present invention 
to construct a preformed four-in-hand tie which 
is simple and durable and which can be manu 
factured and sold at a reasonable cost. 

For further conprehension of the invention, 
and of the objects and advantages thereof, ref 
erence will be had to the following description 
and accompanying drawings, and to the ap 
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2 
pended claims in Which the various novel fea 
tures Of the invention are more particularly Set 
forth. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a na 
terial part of this disclosure: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a preformed 
four-in-hand tie Constructed in accordance with 
the present invention, but with the bottom of 
the front portion, shown in dot and dash lines 
in its normal position, folded back to reveal the 
rear portion of the fabric tie member. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged rear elevational view of 
Fig. 1, but with the neckband removed. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2 with an end portion of the 
neckband added. 

iFig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view of the knot 
member, per se, taken on the line 4-A of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is an elevational view showing the first 
Step in the attachment of the top portion of the 
fabric tie member to the connector member. 

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the top portion 
of the tie member upon completion of the at 
tachment of the connector member. 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the connector 
member, per se. 

Fig. 8 is an elevational view of the neckband, 
per se. 
The preformed four-in-hand tie, according to 

the present invention, is comprised of three sep 
arate parts-a, Solid knot member 8, a fabric tie 
inenber and a neckband 2. 
The knot member is formed With a solid 

body Substantially triangular-shape in elevation 
and Oval shape in Cross section, as shown in Fig. 
4, and the body has a groove or slot A extended 
in from its rear face and which opens to the top 
and bottom ends of the knot member, see Figs. 2 
to 4. The material of the knot member at the 
front of the groove A is formed with an integral 
Vertically elongated hook 5 and the material of 
the knot member at the sides of the groove 4 . 
is formed with a pair of laterally aligned lugs 6. 
Each of the lugs 6 is formed with an aperture 
f. The knot inenber 9, together with the hook 
f5 and the lugs is cut from a piece of decora 
tive hardwood such as mahogany or rosewood 
with the front face thereof being highly polished 
and otherwise finished. The wood used for form 
ing the knot member can be left in its natural 
color or the color thereof can be changed by 
bleaching or by the applications of suitable lac 
quers, stains or the like all as generally known 
in the art of finishing woods. On the other hand, 
if desired, the knot member can be molded of 
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one of the resinous plastic materials; Such as 
Vinylite (copolymer of vinyl acetate and Vinyl 
chloride) or polystyrene (polymer of styrene, 
usually prepared from ethylene and benzene), 
which has been suitably colored to be opaque. 
The fabric tie member consists of a front 

wide portion la and a separate rear narrow por 
tion lb all as generally known in the art of four 
in-hand ties. The tie member can be formed 
of any of the fabrics commonly used for making 
neckties which fabrics may be of Solid colorS or 
figured patterns. The non-conventional formaa 
tion of the tie will be least noticed if the tie por 
tions a and b are formed of cloth material 
solidly colored to blend with the color of the knot 
member 0. 
Attached to the top of the tie member 1, there 

is a connector member or bar 8 which is formed 
of an elongated piece of wood, resinous plastic 
material, metal or similar materials. The top end 
of the connector member 8 is formed with an 
elongated hole or slot 9 of a sufficient length to 
permit the top end of the connector member to 
be engaged over the elongated hook 5 for re-- 
leasably attaching the tie member to the knot 
member. To permit engagement of the connec 
tor member 8 with the hook 5, the top end of 
the connector 8 is passed upward into the groove 

from the open botton end thereof, after which 
the hook 5 is passed through the hole 9 and the : 
tie member fi is pulled down slightly to position 
the connector member with relation to the hook 
5, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
The connector member 8, at its bottom end, 

has a cut away front face 20, see particularly Fig. 
7, forming a shoulder 21 at the top end of the 
cut away or offset portion. The cut a Way reduces 
the thickness of the bottom portion of the con 
nector member 8 and that reduced bottom por 
tion is formed with an elongated slot 22. To at 
tach the connector member 8 to the tie member 
ff, the separate tie portions and b are super 
imposed, as shown in Fig. 5 with the rear narrow 
portion lib uppermost. The top ends of the tie 
portions 8, and if b are flush and the connector 
member is rested on the narrow rear portion 
with the shoulder 2f abutted against the flush 
top ends of the tie portions and with the slot 22 
aligned with the longitudinal center of the tie 
portions. The vertical side edge portions of the 
rear portion f f of the tie member are then folded 
about the connector member 8 and secured 
thereto by stitches, not shown, that pass through 
the slot 22 to fix the rear portion if b and the 
connector 8 against possible relative movement. 
Finally, the vertical side portions of the front 
portion lie of the tie member are folded about 
the top end of the rear portion f b and secured 
in position by stitches 23, see Fig. 2. The 
stitches 23 only pass through the rear portion fib 
to the rear of the connector member 8 so that 
no stitches Will be Visible from the front of the 
tie member 1, as shown in Fig. 6. 
The cut away front face 20 of the connector 

member 8 is only cut away to a depth sufficient 
to receive the combined thickness of the front 
portion is and of the tie member so that 
the front portion of the tie member will be flush 
with the front face of the top portion of the con 
nector member 8, as most clearly shown in Fig. 
3. With that flush arrangement the front of the 
connector member 18 and the front of tie mem 
ber f will be in flush contact with the wall of 
the knot member f0 defining the front of the 
groove 4, so that the tie member will appear 
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4 
to extend from the bottom of the knot member 
0 as an intinate continuation thereof, see Figs. 

1 and 3. 
The neckband 2 is formed of an elongated strip 

of cloth material which may be elastic or non 
elastic, as desired. However, it is preferred to 
form the neckband 2 from a strip of elastic ma 
terial which stretches in the length only. Posi 
tioned at the ends of the neckband i2, there are 
elongated flattened loops 24 and 25. The one end 
of the neckband f2 is passed through the re 
Spective loop 24 and doubled upon itself and se 
cured in position by stitches 26. The other end 
of the neckband 2 is passed through the other 
loop 25 and connected to an adjustment member 
2. So as to be slidable along the length of the 
neckband 2 to adjust the length of the neckband 
to fit necks of different diameters. Each of the 
loops 2 and 25 has secured thereto a ring-like 
member 23 having an open side closed by a slid 
ably mounted arcuate portion 29 which is resil 
iently urged to a closed position to form a ClaSp 
of a type generally known and commonly used on 
the end of watch chains for use with pocket 
Watches and similar articles. 
Extending from the side of each ring-like mem 

ber 28 there is an actuator 38, by which the re 
Sective arcuate portion 29 can be drawn into the 
ring-like inefaber 23 to open the open side of the 
Ting-like neigber 28. In the open position, the 
Open sides of the ring-like members 28 can be 
Sipped into position over one of the lugs is so 
that when the arcuate portions 29 are released 
they will pass through the apertures 7 of the 

5 lugs, see Fig. 3, to again ciose the open sides of 
those ring-like members 28 and mount the ends 
Of the neckband 2 in position on the lugs f6. 

Tile ring-like members 28 are secured to the 
loops 24 and 25 at points above the longitudinal 
center of the neckband 2 by soldering, Welding 
or the like, as indicated by the added material 3 
in Figs. 8 and 8. The relationship of the ring 
like nienbei's 26 to the loops 28 and 25 is such 
that when the ring-like members 28 are connected 
to the lugs f6, the ends 32 of the ring-like mem 
bers 28, nearest the longitudinal center of the 
neckband 2, will be inclined and function as stop 
neithers and have the adjacent sides of the lugs 
;6 abutted thereagainst, as shown in Fig. 3, to 
hold the knot inember fe in a downwardly and 
forwardly inclined position. To a CCOmplish that, 
the apertures 1 in the lugs 6 must, of COurSe, 
be of a size to pass only the arcuate portions 29 
of the ring-like members 28. Thus, the attach 
ment means for the neckband 2 functions to 
lift the knot member 20 away from the collar of 
the shirt and hold in the desired downwardly and 
forwardly inclined position which is so eSSential 
to good grooming. 
The elastic nature of the neckband 2 pernits 

the knot member 8 to be pulled away from the 
collar of the shirt for engaging and disengaging 
at least one of the ring-like members 28 With its 
respective lug 6 for nounting the four-in-hand 
tie in position on the collar of the shirt. If de 
sired, the neckband could be formed Of end 
aligned sections having their adjacent ends con 
nected together by an openable clasp so that the 
tie can be mounted in position Without having to 
touch the attachment of the ends of the neckband 
f2 to the knot member 9. The latter arrange 
ment of the neckband f2 is particularly impor 
tant in the case of neckbands which are formed 
of non-elastic materials. 
While I have illustrated and described the pre 
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ferred embodiment of my invention, it is to be 
understood that I do not lighit myself to the 
precise construction herein disclosed and the 
right is reserved to all changes and modifica 
tions coming within the scope of the invention 
as defined in the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

claim as new, and desire to secure by United 
States setters attent is: 

1. A preformed four-in-hand necktie compris 
ing a knot nenber having a slot in the rear face 
thereof which opens to the top and bottom ends 
thereof, a hook integral With Said knot nenber 
within said slot, a fabric tie member, a connector 
member secured to the top of said tie member 
to be inserted into said slot from the bottorn 
thereof, said connector member having a hole 
in the top end thereof for engagement with Said 
hook releasably connecting said tie member to 
said knot member, late:ally aligned lugs inte 
gral with the material of said knot member On 
opposite sides of Said slot, a neckband, and 
means releasably securing the ends of said neck 
band to said lugs so as to hold said knot member 
in a downwardly and forwardly inclined posi 
tion when the tie is worn, each of said lugs hav 
ing an aperture, said releasably Securing means 
comprising a loop on each end of Said neckband, 
a ring-like member having an open side mount 
ed on each of said loops with its open side fac 
ing away from the adjacent end of the neckband 
to be slipped into position over one of the lugs, 
and a slidably mounted resiliently urged arcuate 
portion for closing the open side of each of Said 
ring-like members and for being passed through 
the aperture of the respective lug, the apertures 
of said lugs being of a size adapted to receive 
the resiliently urged arcuate portions of Said ring 
like members but too small to receive the ring 
like members, said ring-like members being Se 
cured to said loops at points above the longi 
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tudinal center of the neckband and with the ends 
of the ring-like members adjacent the longi 
tudinal center of the neckband positioned to 
function as Stop members against which the rear 
faces of the lugs can abut for holding the knot 
member in the downwardly and forwardly in 
clined position. 

2. A preformined four-in-hand necktie compris 
ing a body substantially triangular-shaped in 
elevation and oval shaped in cross section, said 
body being wide at the top with downwardly con 
Verging Sides and having a lower end parallel to 
the top, Said body having a vertically disposed 
slot, which opens to the top and bottom ends 
thereof extended inwardly from the rear surface 
and having an upwardly extended hook secured 
to Said body and positioned within the upper part 
of Said slot, an elongated bar with elongated slots 
in the end portions in the slot of said body and 
positioned With the slot in one of said ends over 
the hook of the body, said bar having an offset 
intermediate Section with the face of one end in 
a plane Spaced fron and parallel to a plane in 
Which the face of the opposite end is positioned, 
and a fabric tie member secured to and depend 
ing from Said bar. 

ANTHONY J. TITONE. 
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