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Thisinventionisakeycaseforhousingaseriesofkeys 
The principalobjectoftheinventionistoprovidean 

attractive andornamental key casein?Which one or 
more keysarehousedandinwhichaparticularkeymay 
beprojectedoutofthecasetoanoperating positionand 
thereafter moved backwardyinto thekey case.… 
The several keysareindividualy operated,andzthe 

userwilsoonleamtheidentiyandlocation ofapar? 
ticularkey,suchas his housekeyorofice keyorcar 
key,sothathe mayprojectthatkeyoutwardy-ofthe 
casingto operative position quickly and eXpeditiously. 
Afteruse?thekeyis retractedintothecasing Sothat 

it doesnotwearoutthepocketorpocketbook ofthe 
owner? “ Moreparticulary,the keycase.ofthisinvention.com 
prises.aseries of plungers mounted to reciprocatein 
suitableguidemeanswithinthe housing or case, Bach 
plunger carries onekey,Whena particular keyis de 
sired,the plungeris moved out of the casing and the 
entirecasingisturned to operatethe key?The plunger 
carrying the key preferably has one or more flattened 
faces cooperating with fattened portionsin their respec 
tiveguides,sothat whiethe plungerscan movelongi 
tudinaly withrespectto theguides,theyarefirmyheld 
againstrotationwithintheguidestherebyrestrictingrota 
tionwhenthekeycaseisrotated, 

Respective plungers have cooperating Springs associ 
ated with themandare operatedinamannersimilarto 
theoperation of balpoint pens?Preferably,the plungers 
ofthisinventionare movedinonedirection byaspring 
and moved manualyin the other direction to theirre 
spective positions? 
Inthe preferred form,aspringcooperates witheach 

plungeranda particular plungeris projected manualy 
outwardly of the casing,In ordertolatch the plunger 
in projected position and to hold the keyin operative 
Position,each plungeris provided with a Springlatch 
whichsnapsoutwardythroughanapertureinthe casing 
to holdthe plungerinprojected position?Afterthe lock 
haspeen operated,thislatchispressedinwardytorelease 
it,whereupon the spring moves the plunger backinto 
thecasing, 
Theinvention wilbe describedin more detailin con 

nectionwith theaccompanyingdrawings,ilustratingone 
wayofcarryingouttheinvention? 

Inthesedrawings: 
Fig,1 is a perspective view of the key case of the 

Dresentinvention showingthe top portion thereof 
Fig.2isa perspective viewshowingthe bottom portion 

thereof? - 

Fig.3isan enlargedverticalcross section of the key 
C8S6? 
Fig.4isatopplanview? · 
Fig,5is an enlarged vertical cross Section on ine 

5?5ofFig.3,showingone ofthe keycarrying plungers 
andassociatedparts;and 
Fig.6isa perspectiveview showing key caseinuse, 
Referring nowto these drawings,the key caSe com 
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?rises a housing 2, generaly fat and provided with 
roundedendsfora betterornamentalappearance, 

Positionedtransverselyin the housingisalowerguide 
orrack member4Securedasbyrivets 6inthe housing? 
Thisguideorrack member4is provided with aseries 
ofapertures8? - 
The upperpartofthe housingisprovidedwithafxed, 

transverselyextendingguideorrackmember10positioned 
paralelto.member4and spacedtherefrom,asshownin 
Fig?3? - - ?… 

Guideorrackmember10isprovidedwithaseriesof 
threaded thimbles 12,the tops of whichare provided 
withapertures14ofaboutthe samesizeas apertures 8 
inthelowerguideandinjinetherewith?Thethimbies 
12aresecuredin placeandsecuredagainstturningby 
SetScrews16? Thedescribedapertures8and14arenon-circularand 
arepreferablypolygona,preferablysquare? 

Mounted.tomovelongitudinalyineach pair ofguide 
rnembers4and?2isa key carrying plunger?8which 
isnoncircularandofthesame polygonalshapeasaper 
tures8and14,preferablysquare?Thisprovidesinefect 
asplinedefect,whereintheplungers movelongitudinaly 
throughtheirguides,butmustrotatetherewith? 
A compression Spring?20 Surroundseach plunger ?8, 

oneend?bearingagainst member4 whilethe otherend 
bearstagainstatransversepin22 carried bythephunger 
18? ·“ ? 

TheJowerend,ofeach plunger18isslottedasat24 
toreceiveakey26whichmaybeweldedin place orse 
curedin?placeby.arivet28?Theside portions of the 
enlarged:ends ofthekeys26arecut‘of priorto se 
curingthem in the plungers,so as to be only a ittle 
widerthantheplunger? 
The distance from the lowerguide 4to the bottom 

edge ofthe casingisapproximately equaltothelength 
ofakey,asshownin Fig.3. 
The upperends of therespective plungers ?8 project 

upwardyabovethimbles12,adistanceaboutequaltothe 
length of a key and the upper part of the housingis 
provided with a shield 30 of a height such thatits 
upperedge isaboutlevel with the top of plungers18? 
Each plunger18is provided with a springlatch 32 

which tends to push outwardy,and is adapted when 
the plungeris pressed downwardy,to pass through a 
clearance slot34in members10 and 12 and thento 
snap outwardy through an appropriateaperture36in 
the housingandthereby holdtheplungeranditskeyin 
Projected position? - 
The operation ofthe deviceisas foHows: 
The userpressesdownwardyontop ofSelected plunger 

18which carriesthe key he wantsto use,This projectS 
the key belowthelowerend ofthe housingtothe opera 
tive position,as shown in Fig.3,and the plungerand 
key are latchedin such extended position bythe latch 
32engagingin aperture 36,The user then inserts the 
keyinto thelockandtwists orturnsthe housing which 
operates the lock,and then withdraws the key,The 
polygonal non-circularshape of the plungers and their 
cooperating non-circularapertures 8 and 14in guide 
members 4 and 12,respectively,prevent the plunger 
from turning,Then the portion38 oflatch32,which 
Drojects out of the housingis pressedinwardy,thereby 
releasing the 1atch,whereupon the compression Spring 
20retractsthekeywithinthekeycase? - 

The plunger could be movedin both directions bya 
springasisthe case with Some balpoint pens,butthe 
Preferredarrangementisasdescribed,whereinthe plunger 
is pushed outmanuaHyandretracted by Spring20 upon 
release ofthelatch32. 
Whilethe preferredembodiment oftheinvention has 

been describedin some detai,it shouki be understood 



3 
thatitcanbecamedoutinother ways as fall within 
thescopeoftheclaims? - 

?claimasmyinvention: · 
1.Akey case comprisinganelongated housing,apair? 

ofapertured spacedguide colarsmountedin Saidhous 
ingintermediatetheendsthereof,akeycarrying phunger 
passing through the aperturesin said collars and re 
ciprocable therethrough,a key carried at one end of 
saidplunger,thecombinedlengthofthe keyandplunger 
being such thatin projected position the key is clear 
of said housing and in retracted position the key is 
within said housing,a spring confined between said 
colarsformovingsaid plungerin one direction,latch 
means cooperating with said reciprocable plunger for 
holding the plungerat one end ofits path of travel, 
and meanscooperatingwithone of Said colarsandwith 
Saidplungerforcausingthe plungerandthekeycarried 
therebyto rotate axialy when the key isin projected 
position clear ofthe housingandwhenthe housingis 
turnedabouttheaxisofSaidpiunger, ,… - - 

2,Thecombination ofclaim1,whereinthe housingis 
provided withan aperture,Said latch means comprised 
of a manualyreleasable springlatch adapted to Snap 
outwardythrough Said aperture inthehousingto hold 
the plunger in outwardy projected position,with the 
key clear of Said housing,manual release of said latch 
causing Said Springto retract the plungerand key into 
and within Said housing? 
3.A key case for holding a plurality of keys,com 

prising an elongated housing,a pair of Spaced trans 
Verseyextendingaperturedguidemeans mountedin said 
housing intermediate the ends thereof,a phurality of 
plungers,each havinga key mounted in one thereof, 
Said plungers beingreciprocablethrough respective pairs 
of Said apertured guide means,the combined length 
of each key andits associated plunger beingsuchthat 
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when the key isin projected positionitisclear ofsaid 
housing,and whenin retracted position is within Said 
housing,springs respectivey engageable with each 
plunger,positioned between Said guide means,said 
plungers and guide means being provided with co 
operatingmeansforcausingtheplungerstorotateaxialy 
whenthe housing and said apertured guide meansare 
rotated to operatea particularkeywhen Said keyisin 
projectedposition clearofsaidhousing, 
4?The combination of claim3,wherein the inner 

edges of the apertures.in Said guide means,and the 
adjacent.faces of the plungers,arenon-circular,for 
therebycausinga plungerandthe key carriedthereby 
when in projected position to be rotated axialy when 
thehousingandtheguidemeansareturned. - 
5.The combination ofclaim3,furtherincludinglatch 

meansforeach plunger,eachof Said latch meansco 
operating withits plunger for holdingits plungerat 

20 one end of the path oftravel ofthe plungerwhenits associated keyisclearofsaid housing. ? 
6.The combination of claim3,wherein the housing 

is provided with a Series of apertures?a manualyre 

25 

30 

?1,639.919 

35 

leasable spring latchcarried by each plunger,co-op-1 
eratingwith respective apertures,each Saidlatchadapted 
to Snap outwardy throughthe correspondingaperture 
to hold its plunger in outwardy projected position, 
against thetension of the correspondingspringandwith 
itsassociatedkeyclearofsaidhousing, - 
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