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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

HENRY A. LEE, OF ORANGE, NEW JERSEY. v

SALT-HOLDER FOR CATTLE.

~ SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 518,819, dated April 24,1894.

Application filed August 81,1893.°

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY A. LEE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Orange,
in the county of Essex.and State of New Jer-
sey, have invented an Improvement in Salt-
Holders, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. - :

Blocks of salt have heretofore been pro-
vided and secured in convenient positions for
horses and cattle to obtain the desired amount
of salt by licking such- blocks, and these
blocks have been of various shapes, and hold-
ers have been provided for the reception of
the blocks. Where the holder has been per-
manently fastened to a wall or partition, the
upper surface of the block has usually been
exposed to the accumulation of dust or tothe
action of moisture when vhe salt has been at-
tached outside of a building or structure.

In my present improvementsI make use of
a movable frame of metal to surround and in-
close the block of salt, except at its exposed
outer surface, the frame being movable and
secured against a wall or partition after the
block of salt has been inserted.

In the drawings, Figure 1, is an elevation
of acireular holder with a metal back, and
Fig. 2, is a section of the same. Fig.3,isa
section showing a different construction of
locking device for holding the frame in place.
Fig. 4, is an elevation representing the frame
in a rectangular shape and hinged to the
, backing. Fig. 5,is a perspective view of a
circular bloek of salt.

The frame A is either circular as repre-
sented in Fig. 1, or rectangular, as shown at
A’, Fig. 4, and said frame is open at the back
and adapted to receive a block of salt of cor-
responding shape, which is shown at B, Fig.
5, and the frame is constructed in such a man-
ner as to prevent the block of salt falling out
at its open front end, and with this object in
view the sides of the frame may be inclined
as shown at 2, so that when the frame is cir-
cular, such frame will have the general form
of a truncated cone, and when such frame is
rectangular, as shown in Fig. 4, it will have
‘the form of a truncated pyramid, and in this
instance it is advisable to make the blocks of
salt of a shape to fit closely into the interior
of the frame,

If the frame is made of sheet metal, it is ad-
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‘vantageous to turn over the inner edges in-

wardly, as.shown at 3, which not only lessens _

the diameter of the opening at the front, but
it also forms a flange to prevent the block of
salt dropping out, whether such block is co-
noidal or cylindrical, and when the frame is
made of cast metal the portion 3, forms an in-
wardly projecting flange which may be of

greater or less thickness. -Thisinwardly pro-

jecting flange or tarned over edge is espe-
cially important when the holder or frame is
made of sheet metal, as it prevents the risk

.of injury to the tongue of the animal while

licking the salt, because with the thin edge
of asheet metal frame presented to the tongue,
the tongue might be cut or injured.

The frame is removably secured -against a
wall, partition or other structure and it is
usually preferable to connect the frame A or
A’ to a backing C, which may be of either

cast metal or sheet metal, and it is advanta-

geously constructed of slightly larger meas-
urement thah the frame A or A’; so as to pro-
ject beyond the edges thereof, and this back-
ing C is to be provided with suitableholes for
the reception of screws or mails by which it
is attached in position, and the backing may
be a_complete piate, as shown in Fig. 2, or it
may be a frame having an opening in the
middle, as shown at 5, Fig. 3.

The frame A or A’, is to be removably con-
nected with the backing C. Ihaveshown at
6, a hinge for connecting one edge of the frame
to the backing, and at 7, a hasp by which the
movable edge of the frame is secured to the
backing, and this hasp may be of any desired
character, such for instance, as a projecting
lug with an opening adapted to pass over a
staple 8, through which a pin may be inserted.

In some cases a hinge is liable to rust and
not to turn freely, and as a substitute for the
hinge, a claw or curved plate may be pro-
vided that projects from the frame and passes
behind the backing or behind a projection or
loop on the same as the partsare puttogether,

previous to securing the hasp or holding de-.

vieein position, as shown in Fig. 3.

By the present improvement it will be ob-
served that the frame surrounds the block of
salt and hence protects the same from dust
and from moisture, especially when the salt
is out of doors, and the frame being movable
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from the backing or partition, can be easily
disconnected therefrom, so as to receive into
the frame the block, slab or piece of salt, and
then the frame is secured against the verti-
cal partition or wall by the devices herein set
forth, and the saltisin a position to be easily
licked by the horse or other animal and the
pieces of salt which may remain from time to
time as the cake is broken or disintegrated,
will remain within the frame in eonsequence
of the flange 3, and the ineclined or conical
form of the frame,and there is nothing toin-
jure the tongue of the animal, neither can the
frame be easily grasped between the teeth of
a horse that is in the habit of cribbing, and
this salt holder is cheap, and durable, and
easily applied under almostall circumstances
where saltis required for the use of horses or
cattle,

The movable connection shown in Fig. 3.
orthehinge shown in Fig. 2. serves to hold the
parts together-at one side of the frame, and
any suitable interlocking deviece such as the
hasp connects the parts at the other side.

I claim as my invention—

1. A frame open at the back and frontand
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adapted to surround a block of salt, the open-
ing at the front being smaller than the open-
ing at the back, to prevent such block of salt
slipping through, in combination with a back-
ing adapted to be permanently secured to a
wallor partition, ahingeconnecting the frame
and the backing, and a hasp for holding the
moving edge of the frame to the backing, sub-
stantially as set forth. ,

2. A frame open at the back and front and
adapted to surround a block of salt, the open-
ing at the front being smaller than the open-
ing at the back to prevent such block of salt
slipping through,in combination with a back-
ing adapted to be permanently secured to a
wall or partition, a movable connection be-
tween the frame and the backing on which
the frame ean be turned in opening the same,
and an interlocking device for holding the
moving edge of the frame to the backing when
closed, substantially as set forth.

Signed by me this 30th day of August, 1893.

HENRY A. LEE.
‘Witnesses:
GEOo.T. PINCKNEY,
WILLIAM G. MOTT.
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