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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Kenner TAavLOR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at

~ Frankfort, in the county of Kranklin and
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State of Kentucky, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Nail-Seals,

of which the following is a specification.
This invention relates to nail seals.

In the transportation of certain classes of-

merchandise in packing cases, such, for ex-
ample, as bottled whisky, it is not uncom-
mon to find that cases have been opened, a
portion of the goods removed and the cases
restored to their original appearance. ‘That
can be easily done when common nails or
screws are used in securing the parts of the
packing case together; and the object of this
invention is to adapt nails to seal up packing
cases so securely that they cannot be opened
in transit without so mutilating the case that
both the common carrier and the consignee
may readily see that it has been broken into.
This evidence establishes a claim of the con-
signee against the common carrier for dam-
ages, and for loss if there has been pilfering.

To this end my invention consists.in the
construction and combination of parts form-
ing a nail seal, hereinafter more fully de-
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the
claim, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which— -

Figure 1 represents part of a packing case
in vertical section, showing one of my nail
seals in service. Fig. 2 shows the seal in
vertical section, and a nail in side elevation,
ready forthenailtobedrivenin. Fig.3shows
a punched blank for making the seal portion
of sheet metal. Fig. 4 shows the blank with
the toes turned back to thicken those por-
tions and form bosses. Fig. 5 shows a fin-
ished seal made of sheet metal. Fig. 6 rep-
resents a cross section at line z of Fig. 2.

Numeral 10 represents the common steel

wire finishing nail with a small head and
wedge-shaped point. As sold on the mar-
ket such nails are fully adapted for my use.
The body 11, of the seal, is cylindrical and
has a bore or opening partly through its
length to receive and fit. closely upon a nail
10, and it flares open at the top to receive
the head of the nail. The flange 12, is the

head of the seal. The lower end of the body
is parted by slots 13, into a number of legs
14, preferably three, the ends of the legs be-
ing turned in to form the inwardly project-
ing bosses 17. : e
A portion of the top of a packing case is
represented at 16, and the side at 15. In
applying the seal, it is first necessary to bore
a hole through the top 16; and down into the
side 15, to receive the seal very tightly. The
seal is to be driven in until its head counter-
sinks into the top 16. Now if the nail be in-
serted and driven, its point, penetrating be-
tween the bosses 17, will spread the legs 14,
apart, causing them to bend along the thin
portions 18, and foreing their points outward
mnto the wood of the case side 15. This
operation is not likely to split the wood, be-
cause the leg points are buried below the sur-
face; but if 'tfle top were forced oft, the wood
must be torn to permit the withdrawal of the
seal either from the side or top. This tearing
of the packing ease would prevent its being
restored beyond plain detection, and is the
safeguard aimed at by this invention. The
nail may be somewhat longer than the seal,
and its head should be driven in below the
surface of the head 12, to prevent getting
hold of the head to withdraw the nail. The
enlarged head of the common nail prevents
its being driven through the seal to free it.
For economy of construction these seals
are preferably made of sheet metal. A blank
is first to be punched out and slit to form
legs, as shown in Fig. 3; then the ends of the
legs are to be folded bhack u})on one face as at
20. Then'a dic having V-shapes to enter the
slots between the legs, is to be struck upon
this hlank, spreading open one face of the
slots and giving V-shape to the ends 20,
folded over on the legs. Then the blank is
to be rolled into cylindrical form and the

flange 12, is to be made by a blow from a die, -

forming the head. It may be enlarged under
the head at 19, if required. The finished seal
is shown at Fig. 5. _

These seals may be made at small cost,
and, considering the immunity from pilfering
that they would insure, and the annoysnce
to consignor and consignee that they would
prevent, their utility cannot be questioned.
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Having thus described my invention, what | folded back upon themselves, forming in-
I believe to be new, and desire to secure by | wardly projecting bosses. 14
Letters Patent is the following: In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In nail seals, a cylindrical seal portion hav- | in presence of two witnesses.
ing a flanged head and an opening along its KENNER TAYLOR.
quer portion to receive the body and head | Witnesses: '
of a nail, and parted into legs along its lower " GrACIE TICHENOR,
portion; the legs having their lower ends Tros. A. Haix.




