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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLIAM WILSON, of Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improved Appara-
tus for Taking Foot-Measurements for Boots and
Shoes; and I do hereby declare that the follow-
ing, taken in connection with the drawing which
accompanies and forms part of this specification,
is a description of my invention, sufficient to en-
ble those skilled in the art to practice it.

My invention relates to an improved appa-
ratus for taking measurements of the human foot
for use in making boots and shoes; and it con-
sists in a system of lateral straps or scales with
their fastenings, a sole-scale, and a sole-plate,
relatively arranged, as hereinafter set forth, and
also in a locater, combined with either of the
straps. , :

The drawing represents a foot-measuring ap-
paratus embodying my invention.

a denotes the central or longitudinal scale; b,
¢, d, and e, the lateral scales. The scale ¢ is pro-

“vided with a series of loops, f, through which
loops the strap-scales b, ¢, d, and e pass, the loops
being so formed that the straps retain their po-
sition relatively to the length of the strap, or
their relative position as to distance apart. The
scale ¢ is marked with suitable inch-divisions
and subdivisions thereof, and each strap is made
with similar divisions, and has a slot, ¢, through
which a screw, £, passes, a thumb-nut, ¢, on the
screw serving to clamp the parts of the strap to-
gether.

In using the apparatus the foot is placed in

. the center or sole-scale, in eorrect position for the
measurement of the length of the foot thereupon.
Then the straps are passed around the foot, as

indicated in the drawing, and the two ends of
éach, being drawn tightly together, are fastened
bythe thumb-nutand serew, and, all the strapsbe-
ing fastened, the person stands upon the strapped
foot and presses hard against all the straps, each
or any of them being then adjusted, or tightened
or loosened, as the wearer may suggest, until,
in his opinion, each fits as he wishes the boot to
fit at a corresponding point. The measurement
is then taken from each strap, together with the
position upon the sole-scale at which each strap
is fastened. Between the sole-scale and the foot
there may be a sole-plate, k, to which the sole-
strap is fastened, the foot to be measured being
placed in position upon this plate. Opposite to
any bunion or excrescence upon the foot a hole
may be punched in the strap, and a locater, [,
fastened thereto, said locater having long flex-
ible points m, which may be bent to the size of .
the excrescencé, so that in making the boot or
shoe provision may be made for preventing un-
due pressure of the leather thereupon.

The sole-plate f'is necessary, as without it the
lateral straps hug too closely.to the under part
of the foot, the sole of a boot never being suffi-
ciently flexible to fit as closely to the sole of the
foot. :

I claim—

1. The sole-scale @, lateral scales b ¢ d e, with
their fastenings, and the sole-plate f, relatively
arranged, substantially as shown and described.

2. In combination with either of the straps,
the locater I, substantially as described.

WILLIAM WILSON.

Witnesses: :

FRrRANCIS GOULD,
S. B. KIDDER.




