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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AbNA OC. MURDOCK, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Ded-
ham, in the county of Norfolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Boot or Shoe Lacings, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention consists in devices,in combi-
nation with an ordinary shoe-string,. whereby
a boot or shoe may be expeditiously and ef-
fectually laced by the use of only one string,
ashereinafterset forth, and specifically pointed
oub in the claims. , :

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a boot pro-
vided with a lacing embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 shows a part of the lacing drawn on a
larger scale, the finger-piece C and the hold-
fast D being in section. Fig. 3 shows modifi-
cations. ; . »

At one end of the string A, of ordinary ma-
terial and size and of the required length, I
fix a guard, B. This guard is of the form of
a cross-bar, which may be thrust endwise
through an eyelet, and thereafter may take a
position transverse tothe eyelet, and thus pre-
vent the end of the string from being with-
A simple and ef-
fective way of combining such guard or cross-
bar with the string is to make ahole, ¢, through
the string, provided with the ordinary metal-
lic tip, a short distance from the tip, and then
thrust the laiter about half its length into this
hole, as shown; but the guard may be other-
wise formed and fastened to the string. It
may be awire bent around the string near the
end thereof and pinched thereon, so as toform
a cross-bar, as shown at B’ in Fig. 3. At the
other end of the string I fasten a finger-piece,
C, which may be in the form of an ornamental
pendant, and should be of sufficient size to as-
sist in getting a good hold by the fingers on
the string to draw it taut. The piece C may

be fastened to the string by making a taper-
ing hole therein and tying a knot, b, in the
_string, which is drawn into the hole, asshown.
On the string I place a holdfast, D. This is
preferably of the form whereby it has a part
or head, ¢, which may be conveniently held

by the fingers, and a shank, d, through which
is a hole and which hasa pointed end, e. The
lacing when apart from the boot or shoe forms
a complete article in itself for packing and to
be ready for use, the holdfast having been
placed on the string by thrusting the guard B
endwise through the hole in the shank.

For use the holdfast D is first removed from
the string. The guard B and end of string

thereat is then put through an eyelet, f, at the.

upper part of the boot or shoe, then through
the hole in the shank of the holdfast, back

through the same eyelet, through eyelets, and’

around buttons or hooks, as shown, and as is
common, until the eyelet ¢ is reached, which
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is the lowest place of fastening. ~After hav-[65

ing been thrust through this eyelet, this end
of the string and the guard B will be within
the boot or shoe.. The guard B is then set as
a cross-bar to prevent the string from being
withdrawn. By pullipg on the string by the
holdfast and the loop formed outside.of the
eyelet f the string is drawn taut, and by pull-
ing on the string by means of the finger-piece
C the holdfast is drawn to and the pointed
end of its shank into the eyelet f in such a
manuer as to prevent the string from slipping.
Thus with one string the boot or shoeis laced
in a simpler manner, more securely, and so
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as to present a better appearance than by the -

common lacings, which require tying. The
holdfast D performis its function assuch mainly

“from the fact that it is in part withintheloop

of the string at the eyelet f and cannot be
drawn through the eyelet. The shape shown
in Figs. 1 and 2 is partly for appearance, hav-
ing the outward semblance of a button.. It
might, however, take other forms—as, for in-
stance, that of a simple ring, as shown at D’
in Fig. 3. By passing the string through the
eyelet f, then through the ring D', and back
through the eyelet, a portion of the ring will
be in the loop formed at the eyelet, and the
string when drawn tant will be pinched and
bound at the eyelet.

. I claim as my invention—

1. Thecombination of a string, A, guard B,
fastened to the string at one end thereof, and
holdfast D, having a head, ¢, and shank d,
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provided with a hole transverse to the shank, | within a loop of the string at an eyelet of a
substantially as and for the purposes set forth. | boot or shoe bind the string, substantially as

2. The combination of a string, A, a fin- | specified.
ger-piece, C, fixed to the string at one end ADNA €. MURDOCK.
-5 thereof, a guard, B, adapted to operate as a i Witnesses:
cross-bar, fixed at the other end of the string, P. 8. Youxg,

and a holdfast, D, which may by lying partly Epw. DUMMER.




