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13 Claims. 

This invention relates to golf teaching and 
playing devices, and particularly to a device 
whereby an individual may be taught the proper 
position and swing of the golf club in executing 
strokes or shots with clubs having Various char 
acteristics and form used in playing the game. 
One object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a novel and practical device for guiding a 
golf club throughout the swing thereof in ex 
ecuting a golf shot, and to enable a player to get 
the “feel' of the club in its various positions 
throughout the Swing. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device for guiding the club as it is being SWung, 
and wherein means are also provided for en 
abling the player to position the club shaft at 
the proper or desired angle for determining the 
path or plane traversed by the club. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device to enable the player to position the club 
shaft at a proper angle during the major or ef 
fective portion of the SWing. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device of the character described, With Which 
an ordinary golf club may be used, and Wherein 
the player has the desired amount of freedom 
in the handling of the club. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a, 

device of the character described Which may be 
readily adjusted in a manner to adapt it for use 
in connection with various types of clubs used 
in playing the game. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

suitable means yieldably mounted With respect 
to a portion of the club guide for permitting the 
club shaft to pass through that portion of the 
guide, thereby enabling the player to “follow 
through' and complete the SWing. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

improve devices of the character described in 
Sundry details hereinafter referred to, and par 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims. 
One embodiment of the present invention is 

shown for illustrative purposes in the accom 
panying drawings in Which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my improved golf 
teaching and playing device showing the posi 
tion a SSunned by a player With respect thereto, 
illustrating the cooperation of the device with 
the club shaft in the hands of the player, and 
illustrating also the manner of adjusting the 
device to adapt it for use with various types of 
clubs; 

Fig. 2 is a front perspective view of the guide 
members or rails embodying features of my in 
vention; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the guides simi 
lar to Fig. 1 illustrating the position of a player 
with respect thereto, and with the club poised 

(C. 23-35) 

in position at the top of the back Swing and 
ready to bring the club through to the ball; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective View of the guide men 
bers taken from a position at the opposite side 
of the device from Which FigS. and 3 are taken; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary plan view illustrating, 
in perspective, the operation of the gate or yield 
ing portion of the guide member provided to 
permit the club Shaft to “follow through' and 
complete the Swing of the club; and 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
portion of the frame employed in adjusting of 
the device to Various positions, thereby adapting 
it for uSe With the Various types of clubs used in 
playing the game. 
The present invention, as shown in the illus 

trative embodiment, comprises an outer curved 
guide member 11 suitably supported on a frame 
12 and having a portion 13 adjacent the upper side 
of the frame suitably supported on the overhead 
hangers 14 and adapted to be engaged on its upper 
edge by the shaft of a golf club in a manner to 
position the club at the top or beginning of the 
SWing as illustrated in Fig. 3. 
The guide member or rail 11, in conjunction 

With the portion 13, is of Substantially spiral 
formation from the tip or end of the portion 13 
to approximately a point indicated at 15 at the 
left side of the player, and from the point 15 
the guide member is provided with a portion 6 
extending at an angle to the plane of the spiral 
and in a direction to intersect the spirally formed 
guide at the upper side thereof and adjacent the 
finish of the club SWing. 

It will be noted by reference to Fig. that the 
portion 13 of the guide member is supported inde 
pendently of the main portion of the in?ember 11, 
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by means of the hangers 14, and at the upper or 
rear end of the portion 13 is mounted a yielding 
member 17 shown in the present instance as a 
gate hingedly connected to the rear and upper 
end of the portion 13 as indicated at 18, the yield 
ing member or gate 17 when in the position shown 
in full lines in FigS. 1, 2, 3 and 4 Serving to form 
a portion of the guide member by spanning the 
gap between the rear end of the portion 13 and the 
adjacent end portion of the guide member in a 
manner to Serve as a guide for the shaft of the 
club as it is SWung from the position shown in 
Fig. 3, through a path of movement while resting 
On the upper edge of the guide member, past the 
tee on Which the ball is positioned, and the “foll 
low through' portion of the Swing guided by the 
portion 16 of the guide member back to the gate 
or yielding portion 17 where it may be brought 
through the guide member into the interior there 
of and again positioned on the portion 13 for 
repeating the Swinging movement. 

It is Well known to persons skilled in the art 
and familiar With the use of golf clubs that as 
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2. 
a player follows through' with his swing after 
striking the ball, the body is turned toward the 
line of fight and the course of the club continued 
in an upwardly and rearwardly direction to a 
position well to the rear and above the head of 
the player in such a manner that toward the finish 
of the Swing, the shaft of the club is approaching 
a substantially vertical position and is being 
moved by the action of the player's WristS in a 
forward direction toward the player from a posi 
tion at the rear of the player's body, and it will 
be observed that as the club is approaching the 
finish of the swing, the shaft of the club will 
engage the rear or upper face of the yielding 
member or gate 17 and, by reason of its ability to 
yield, will permit the club shaft to pass through 
the guide member in the manner above described. 

For returning the yielding member or gate 1 to 
its normal or guide forming position shown in 
Figs, 1 to 4 of the drawings, a resilient member 
such, for example, as a spring 19 may be secured 
at one of its ends to a hook or eye 20 mounted on 
the portion 13 and at its Opposite end to an arm 
21 operatively related to the yielding member 17, 
and thus return the member to its normal Or 
initial position after the club shaft has passed 
through to the end or 'follow through' position 
of the Swing. 
For determining the angle of the club shaft and 

the plane of its movement during the swing, an 
inner rail or guide member 22 is suitably sup 
ported on the frame member 12 within the mem 
ber 11 and position in Spaced, and Substantially 
parallel relation with respect thereto throughout 
a substantial portion of the length of Said Outer 
member in a manner to provide a two point cone 
tact with the shaft of the club and a Support 
therefor during the effective portion of the Swing 
and throughout a portion of the 'follow through' 
movement of the club. 
The guide member or rail 22, in the present in 

stance, is shown with one of its end portions 23 
connected by means of a bracket 24 to the mem 
ber 1 adjacent One end of the yielding member 
7 when in normal position, while the opposite 

end portion 25 is deflected away from the parallel 
relationship with the guide member 22 with the 
member 11 in a manner to engage and merge 
into the plane of the member 11 at 26 as clearly 
shown in FigS. 2 and 4 of the drawings. Thus, it 
will be observed that by Such an arrangement, the 
present invention not only provides a guide for 
directing the movement of the club throughout 
the swing, but also provides two points of contact 
or Support for the shaft of the club in a manner 
to determine the angle of the shaft during the 
SWing. ! 

If desired, the inner rail or guide 22 may be. 
extended in a manner to parallel the portion 13 
of the outer guide 11, thereby providing a two 
point contact or support for indicating to the 
player when the shaft of the club is at a proper 
angle at the top of the swing. With such an 
arrangement, the inner rail or support may be 
provided adjacent the poirit where the follow 
through' movement intersects the guides, with 
a yielding member or gate similar to the mem 
ber 17, or if desired, portion of the inner rail 
may be omitted at this point, thereby providing 
a relatively narrow gap over which the club shaft 
will be guided by the portion of the outer rail 
or guide formed by the yielding member or gate 
17. Furthermore, if desired, the portion 25 of 
the inner rail or guide 22 may be continued in 
its parallel relationship with the outer guide 
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member 11 up to a point adjacent the gate of 
gap at the rear and upper sides of the guide 
Innenbers. 
The position of the guides as shown in Figs. 

1 and 3 of the drawings is best adapted for 
teaching and practicing Swings with the Wood 
clubs such as the driver, brassie and Spoon. 

For adapting the device to the use of irons, 
the frame 12, in the present instance, is pro 
Wided adjacent its lower forward side With a 
cross bar 27 rotatably journalled at its end por 
tions in bearings 28 mounted on a base 29 in a, 
manner to permit of relative movement between 
the base and guide members supported on the 
frame 12. 

For adjusting the frame in a manner to posi 
tion the guides and adapt the device to the use 
of irons such as mid-iron, mid mashie, mashie, 
etc., the base 9 may be provided at its rear cor 
ners with brackets 30 having top plates 31 verti 
cally spaced from the frame and in which aper 
tures are formed and adapted to receive the 
frame supporting portions 32. These frame Sup 
porting portions 32 may be provided adjacent 
their lower ends with a plurality of longitudinal 
ly spaced apertures 33 adapted to receive stop 
pins 34 above the plate 31 in a manner to Sup 
port the rear side portion of the frame 12 in 
desired position. For example, if a mashie is to 
be used by the player in practicing, the rear side 
portion of the frame and track may be elevated 
to obtain a desired angle for the guides and by 
inserting the stop pins 34 in the first aperture 
above the plate 31, the frame and guides may 
be supported in, desired position, and it will be 
obvious that other Suitable adjustments may be 
readily made to adapt the device for Se With 
other irons as may be desired. 
In the use of the device as illustrated in the 

drawings, a player may take a position within the 15 
guides and frame, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3 of 
the drawings and from the position shown in 
Fig. 3, with the club at the top of the swing, 
the club may be brought around through the 
desired path of movement and carried through 120 
to the completion of a full stroke, the gate 17 
yielding as above described in a manner to par 
mit the passage of the club shaft in its “follow 
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through' movement to pass through the plane 
of the guide member 11 and to a position within 125 
the confines of the guide. The inner rail or 
guide 22, during the Swinging movement of the 
club Serves as a second point of contact with the 
club shaft in a manner to indicate or determine 
the angle of the shaft during the swinging move- 130 
ment of the club. 

It will be observed from the foregoing descrip 
tion, that the present invention contemplates a 
golf teaching and playing device wherein an 
ordinary golf club may be used and wherein the 135 
player has complete freedom in the use of the 
club, in that the club is not in any way attached 
or connected to the guides of the device, thereby 
permitting free use of the club unencumbered 
by any heavy trucks, sliding blocks, or other 340 
connecting devices common to apparatus here 
tofore used for teaching, and practicing golf 
club SWings. 

It Will be observed also that the present die 
vice permits free arm and body movements of 145 
the player in a manner to enable him to execute 
a Complete golf stroke including the “follow 
through' movement of the club, and also pro- . 
vides a construction and arrangement for sup- . . 
porting. the shaft of the club at two points of 150 
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contact in a manner to determine the angle of 
the club shaft, and its plane of travel throughout 
a substaatial portion of the Swing. 

Obviously, the present invention is not limited 
to the precise construction and arrangement 
shown and described as the same may be vari 
ously modified. Moreover, all the features of 
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the invention need not be used conjointly, as 
the same may be used to advantage in variously 
different combinations and sub-combinations. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A device of the class described comprising a 
guide for directing a golf club during the Swing 
ing movement thereof, and means associated with said guide throughout a portion of its length in , 
a nanner to form a transverse guide for deter 
mining the angle of the golf club shaft when in 
engagement thereWith. 

2. A device of the class described comprising a 
guide adapted to be engaged by the shaft of a 
golf club, and means associated with said guide 
throughout a portion of its length in a manner 
to form a transverse guide for, determining the 
angle of the golf club shaft when in engagement 
therewith. 

3. A devige of the class described comprising a 

club as it is being swung, and means associated 
with said guide and cooperable therewith through 
out a substantial portion of its length in a manner 
to form a transverse guide for determining the 
angle of the golf club shaft during the swinging 

4. A device of the class described comprising a 
curved guide adapted to be engaged by the shaft 
of a golf club, and means associated therewith 
throughout a substantial portion of its length in 
a manner to form a transversely disposed guide 
for determining the angle of the club shaft and 
its plane of travel when the shaft is in engage 
ment with said transversely disposed guide. 

5. A device of the class described comprising a 
curved guide adapted to be engaged by the shaft 
of a golf club, and means extending substantially 
parallel to said guide throughout a substantial 
portion of its length and cooperable therewith in 
a manner to form a two point support for the 
shaft of the club for determining the angle of 
the club shaft and its plane of travel as it is 
being SWung. 

6. A device of the class described comprising a 
curved guide adapted to surround the body of a 
player and to be engaged by the shaft of a golf 
club in the hands of the player, and a second 
guide extending substantially parallel to said 
first mentioned guide thróughout a substantial 
portign of its length and cooperable therewith 
in a manner to provide a two point contact for 
engaging the shaft of the club in a manner to 
determine the angle of the club shaft and its plane of travel as it is being swung. 

7. A device of the class described comprising a 
guide adapted to be engaged by the shaft of a 
gol club for directing the movement of the club 
as it is being swung by a player, and means for 
determining the angle of the club shaft and its 
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plane of movement as the club is being swung. 
8. A device of the class described comprising a 

curved guide having an upper portion for posi 
tioning a golf club at the beginning of its swing, 
said guide having a substantially spiral formation 
throughout the greater portion of its length and 

3 
terminating in a portion extending at an angle 
to and in a plane intersecting said spirally formed 
portion, yielding means positioned in Said upper 
portion for permitting a club shaft to pass through 
said upper portion at the finish of its swing. 

9. A device of the class described comprising a 
curved guide having an upper portion for posi 
tioning a golf club at the beginning of its swing, 
said guidehaving a substantially spiral formation 
throughout the greater, portion of its length for 
guiding the club as it is swung and terminating 
in a portion extending at an angle to and in a 
plane intersecting said spirally formed portion 
adjacent said upper portion, and yielding means 
positioned in said upper portion and forming a 
part thereof for permitting a club shaft to pass 
through said upper portion at the finish of its 
Swing. '- 

10. A device of the class described comprising 
a guide member having a portion for positioning 
a golf club at the beginning of its SWing, Said 
guide having a spiral formation throughout a 
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substantial portion of its length and terminating 
in a portion extending at an angle to said spirally 
formed portion, and a second guide member asso- 100 
ciated with said first-mentioned memberthrough 
out a substantial portion of its length in a manner 

guide adapted to be engaged by the shaft of a golf to form a transversely disposed guide for deter 
mining the angle of the club shaft and its plane 
of travel, when the shaft is in engagement with 105 
said guide members. 

11. A device of the class described Comprising 
a guide member having a portion for positioning 
a golf club at the beginning of its SWing, said 
guide having a substantially spiral formation 10 
throughout a substantial portion of its length and 
terminating in a portion extending at an angle to 
and in a plane intersecting said spirally formed 
portion, and a second guide member extending 
substantially parallel to said first mentioned guide 15 
member throughout a greater portion of its length 
and cooperable therewith in a manner to form a 
two point support on which the shaft of a club 
may rest for determining the angle of the club 
shaft and its plane of travel as it is being swung. 120 

12. A device of the class described comprising 
a curved guide member having an upper portion 
for positioning a golf club at the beginning of its 
swing, said guide having a substantially spiral 
formation' throughout the greater portion of its 125 
length and terminating in a portion extending at 
an angle to and in a plane intersecting said 
spirally formed portion, yielding means posi 
tioned in said upper portion for permitting a club 
shaft to pass through said upper portion of the 180 
guide member at the finish of its swing, and a 
second guide member positioned within and ex 
tending substantially parallel to said first men 
tioned guide member throughout a substantial 
portion of its length and cooperable therewith in 135 
a manner to provide a two point contact for en 
gaging the shaft of the club in a manner to de 
termine the angle of the club shaft and its plane 
of travel as it is being swung. 

13. A device of the class, described comprising 140 
a guide member adapted to be engaged by the 
shaft of a golf club for directing the movement 
of the club as it is being swung by a player, a 
second guide member for determining the angle 
of the club shaft and its plane of movement of 145 
the club in being swung, and means for adjusting 
the position of said guide members. 

ROBERT G. MacDONALD. - 


