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5 Claims. 
My invention relates to a novel container which 

I have devised, consisting of a body member and 
a cover hinged thereto, and a tray within the 
box body which is arranged to be automatically 
erected to inclined position for convenient use or 
display of articles' contained therein when the 
lid of the box is raised, and to be automatically 
restored to its seat within the box when the lid 
is closed. The general object of my invention 
is the production of a box of this character, and 
the provision of suitable and efficient mechanical 
elements and members through which the box 
parts are connected and the desired movement 
of the tray brought about. My invention re 
sides in the novel organization and arrangement 
of the box members and associated connecting 
elements, cooperating to effect the results de 
sired, the essential elements of my invention be-" 
ing more particularly pointed out in the ap 
pended claims. In the accompanying drawing I have illus 
trated my invention embodied in a Small case 
suitable for conveniently holding a set of bottles 
or boxes and an assortment of tools and imple 
ments such as used by manicurists or chirop 
odists, though obviously my invention is adapted 
to various other uses. In the drawing, Figure 1 
is a perspective view of the case, with the cover 
member raised and the tray in erect position; 
Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-section of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a cross-section with the cover closed; 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary detail on a larger scale 
through one of the spring hinges by which the 
box members are pivotally connected; and Fig. 
5 is a fragmentary plan view of the rear portion 
of the box with the cover member raised. 

Like reference characters indicate like parts 
in all the figures of the drawing. 
While the specific construction of the box 

member may vary widely, the body member may 
conveniently be formed of a flanged sheet metal 
member having its bottom and side and end 
portions covered with a sheet of leather or cloth 
2 providing an ornamental finish. The cover 
member 3 may be similarly formed, and, as 
shown, a rounded pad 4 may be employed be 
tween the top section and the finishing sheet 5 to 
enhance the ornamental appearance of the box. 
The box body and cover are hinged together, 

in the present instance, by a pair of spring hinges 
6, of well known construction, one near each end 
of the box, and provided with C-shaped springs 
arranged to stress the cover alternatively either 
to closed position when the cover is closed, or to 

(C. 206-12) 
open position when the cover is open beyond a 
dead center line of stress. 

If desired, the body member may be lined with 
an inside ply of lining material 8 and an orna 
mental lining strip 9 extending around the in 
side faces of the end and front side walls of the 
body member, as shown on the drawing. 

Secured to the inside of the cover of the box 
is a cloth finished cardboard panel fo, which is 
held in place by any suitable fastening means, 
as by means of tongues struck up from the metal 
cover member and clinched over the edges of the 
panel member beneath its finishing fabric. To 
the panel 0 is secured a sheet metal rack 
formed with clasps 12 struck up from the body 
of the plate and suitably formed to engage and 
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clasp the various tools and implements suitable 
for the purposes of the operator for whose use 
the case is designed. This rack in the present 
instance is secured in place by means of marginal 
tongues 3 extending through the panel O and 
a sheet metal member 4 disposed between said 
panel and the inner face of the cover member 
which is provided to afford additional stiffness 
and rigidity to the structure. 
The collapsible tray structure, which con 

stitutes an important part of my invention will 
next be described. The tray proper is in the 
present instance formed of a single piece of sheet 
metal having a back panel 5 and a bottom 6, 
and connected with said bottom end flanges T 
and a front retaining flange f8 which may be 
bent as shown to provide a plurality of seats con 
forming to the shape of the bases of the bottles. 
A, which the tray is formed to receive. The back 
5 of the tray is preferably formed with 
a plurality of Spring tongues which provide for 
a yielding grip upon the bottles seated in the 
sections of the tray. The top of the tray member 5 is hinged to a 
bracket member 9 of the somewhat irregular 
outline in cross section shown best in Fig. 2, 
which extends forwardly-i.e., towards the front 
side of the box-and which is rigidly secured to 
the rear side of the cover member of the box in 
suitable manner, as by soldering or riveting. In 
the present instance, to provide for securing the 
bracket to the cover member, the bracket is 
formed with an outer attaching section 20 con 
forming in contour to the portion of the cover 
member next to it; an intermediate section 2 ex 
tending substantially at right angles to such at 
taching section and conforming generally to the 
shape of the rear walls of the cover and box 
body, and an end section 22 extending at right 
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angles to such intermediate section and con 
nected by the hinge jointmentioned with the top 
or rear of the tray member. The arrangement 
is such that when the cover is opened the for 
ward, bottom edge of the tray, after a slight for 
ward movement, will ride rearwardly on the in 
ner face of the bottom of the box, and when the 
cover is open the tray will assume the inclined 
position shown in Fig. 2. It will be noted that 
the right-angled bend between the lower part of 
the intermediate section and the hinging section 
provides space to accommodate the stopper of 
the bottle when the case is closed, and prac 
tically all of the space within the box body is 
thereby rendered available, 
Forwardly of the tray within the box body an 

additional stationary tray or support 28 may be 
provided for additional tools, or other supplies, 
if desired. - 

As illustrated, the exposed portions of the 
hinges and parts of the rear flanges of the box 
body and cover members adjacent thereto may 
be covered with an ornamental strip of fabric 24, to provide a better finish. 
By modification of proportions and dimensions 

of the parts, it is possible to vary the specific 
construction above described to adapt my inven 
tion to various other uses and purposes, and I, 
therefore, desire my claims construed to include 
such variations to adapt my invention to other 
uses to which it may be applicable. 

I claim: 
1. In a container, a box body, a cover member 

hinged to said box body, a rigid bracket member 
rigidly secured to said cover member and extend 
ing from a point adjacent the axis of the box 
hinges downwardly and forwardly to a point 
which is adjacent the bottom of the box body 
and is spaced from the rear of the box when the 
cover member is closed, a tray within said box 
body hingedly connected at the rear side of its 
back portion to the forward edge of said bracket 
member, the forward edge of said tray being ar 
ranged to ride slidingly over the bottom of the 
box body when said cover member is raised and 
the tray shifted to inclined position. 

2. A container according to claim 1 in which 
the bracket member is formed with an inter 
mediate section arranged when the COver is in 
closed position to extend adjacent to the rear wall 
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of the box body and with an angularly connected 
end section arranged to extend adjacent the prox 
imate rear portion of the bottom of the box body. 

3. In a container, a box body formed with a 
bottom and connected side and end walls, a cover 
member formed with a top and connected side 
and end walls hinged along one side wall to the 
proximate side wall of said box body, a forwardly 
extending bracket member having an attaching 
section rigidly secured to the rear of said cover 
member and an intermediate section arranged 
when the cover member is in closed position to 
extend adjacent the rear side walls of the cover 
member and box body and an end section ar 
ranged when the cover member is in closed posi 
tion to extend adjacent the rear portion of the 
bottom of the box body, a tray within said box 
body hinged at its rear to the front end of said 
end section of the bracket member, said tray 
being arranged to ride on the bottom of said box 
body to inclined position when said cover member 
of the box is raised. 
4. A container according to claim 3 in which 

said tray comprises a rear panel and a bottom 
and end and front flanges adjacent said bottom 
forming bottle seats, said rear panel forming a 
support for the back of supported bottles, and 
said end and front flanges being arranged to 
extend over the base portion only of such bottles, 
and the angular space between the attaching and 
intermediate sections of said bracket member be 
ing formed to provide space for reception of the 
neck portions of such bottles when the box is in closed position. 

5. A container according to claim 3 in which 
said tray is formed of sheet metal and comprises 
a rear panel and a bottom and end and front 
flanges adjacent said bottom forming bottle seats 
and the sheet metal material of said tray is 
formed with retaining portions for frictionally 
holding bottles in said seats, said rear panel form 
ing a support for the back of supported bottles, 
and said end and front flanges being arranged 
to extend over the base portion only of such bot 
tles, and the angular space between the attaching 
and intermediate sections of said bracket member 
being formed to provide space for reception of the 
neck portions of such bottles when the box is in closed position. 

ANDREW LUTZ. 
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