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To all whone it maly conceriv:

Beit known thatI, AUGUsTUS W, NEWELL,
of Bradford, in the county of McKean and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Convertible
Prunks or Chests; and I do hereby declare
the following to be afull, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, stuch as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it pertains
to make and use it, reference beinghad to the
accompanying drawings, which form part of
this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
convertible trunks or chests, and pertains to
that class which are adapted to be unfolded
to form a single or double cot or bed and at
the same time adapted to receive clothing for
transportation.

The object of my invention is to so con-
struet a trunk orchest that it will unfold and
rest directly upon the floor, ground, or other
support, the same constructed in a manner
to be very firm and strong when folded up
and to give the greatest possible amount of
length when unfolded.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure11is
a perspective view of a trunk or chest em-
bodying my invention, the same being closed
ready for transportation. Fig. 2is a perspec-
tive view of the trunk shown in Fig. 1, the
same being unfolded to be used as a bed or
cot and the trays which act as a mattress in
position therein, the fabric portion of two of
the trays being partly broken away. Fig. 3
ig a detached enlarged perspective view of
one of the trays. Fig. 4 is a transverse sec-
tional view, somewhat enlarged, of Fig. 1.
Tig. 5 is a modification of the invention, the
same being unfolded to give increased length
as compared with Figs. 1, 2, and 4.

Referring now to the drawings, A indicates
the top of the trunk or chest, B the baek, and
Gthe bottom. Thetop Aishinged atits rear
edge to the upper edge of the back B, and the
pack B is hinged to the bottom G at its rear
edge, the hinges in both instances being ar-
ranged to permit the top and back to fold
outwardly, as clearly shown in Fig. 2. The

ends D are divided upon the line o below the
upper edge of the back, and the front is di-
vided upon a line in the same plane there-

with, forming a lower front portion Il and an
upper front portion I.

The trunk or chest will be provided with
locks and other suitable securing devices at
the front edge, asusual in such constructions.
The line @, dividing the ends D into two por-
tions, forms the upper small portions or
wings e.

The back, ends, front, and bottom are pro-
vided with the strengthening beads or braces

7, as shown in Fig. 2, and the back is pro-

vided with the transversely-extending strips
i, extending parallel with and separated from
the beads or strips f a distance equal to the
thickness of the wings e of the top. The ob-
ject of this construction is to have the wings
e fold inward between the beads or strips f
and the strips ¢, and when the back is folded
into position the strips or beads fand 7 inclose
the adjacent edges of the ends D, so that the
back, top, and ends are firmly held in place
when the trunk or chest is closed, as will be
readily understood. For the purpose of hold-
ing the front edge of the top firmly in posi-
tion the strips 7 extend below the edge of the
upper portion I at the front and the strips ¢
at the front edge of the ends D are cut away,
so that the projecting endsof the strips i are
at the outer side of the ends D, which hold
the front edge of the top firmly against lat-
eral movement, as will be readily seen. At
the inner sides of the ends are provided the
hooks b, and the strips ¢ or any other con-
venient portion at the back is provided with
the eyelets u to receive the hooks b, which
hold the back in position when the device is
closed.

Thus far it will be seen that I have pro-
duced a verysimple but strongly-constructed
trunk or chest, which when unfolded opens
outtoform a bed orcot. Takingwhatwould
be termed a ‘“‘small” trunk or chest, say ap-
proximately two feet deep,thennfoldingofthe
top and back, together with the bottom,would
make a cot or bed six feet long, and fhis will
beeither a single or double bed or ecot, accord-
ing to the length of the trunk or chest, as will
be readily understood. '

The trays S are so constructed as to form
a matiress when reversed and placed as
shown in Fig. 2. Tig. 8 is a detached view
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of the tray, showing it in the position which
it assumes when placed in the trunk, asshown
in Fig. 4. In this figure the trays are shown
separated, in which position: they would be
Leld by the clothing or other articles placed
between them, as will be readily understood.
By reference to Fig. 3 it will he seen that
they form a tray, and if. desired the fabric #
may extend up the sides to the side barss
and form a. tray which will be entirely in-
closed. These traysare very simple,asshown,
consisting only of the end pieces 7 placed upon
their edge, connected by the parallel strips
s, secured to the edges of thestrips rat their
ends. - This makes a very light structure and
yet one which when turned with the fabric
portion up,:as shown in Fig. 2, forms a com-
fortable bed or cot.

In Fig. 5 I show a modification whereby a
smaller trunk or chest will fold outward and
produce a cot or bed of sufficient length.
The modification here shown consists in hing-
ing the ends D to the bottom G in'a manner
which will permit them to fold inward, as
shown in Fig. 5, and in hinging the top Il at
its lower edge to the front edgeof the bottom
G, so that it will fold outward, as shown in
said figure. . In this instance the front I is
provided with the parallel strips ¢, similar to
the strips:? of the back B, which will receive
the front edges of the sides D when the front
is folded in position. There are provided
hooks ', which cateh in eyes w in the same
manner as the hooks b cateh in the eéyes w
upon the back B. By means of the construec-
tion shown in Fig. 5 & much smaller chest or
trunk can be made of sufficient length when
unfolded to form a cot or bhed.

A trunk or chest as herein shown and de-
scribed is especially adapted for persons trav-
eling, civil engineers, and camping parties,
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affording alight,strong,and convenient struc-
ture, capable of being quickly and readily
converted into a bed or cot and as readily
closed 1o receive clothes or other articles.

If desired the trunk or chest may be always
constructed as shown in Fig. 5, but when be-
ing used for a ¢hild or short person need only
have its back and top unfolded, as shown in
Tig. 2, yet having the capaeity to have its
ends and front unfolded, as shown in ¥ig. 3,
for a tall or grown person, as will be readily
understood.

. Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent; is—

1. A convertible trunk or chest comprising
& back: hinged :at its lower edge to the rear
edge of the bottom, a top hinged at its rear
edge to the upper edge of the back,the hinges
being adapted to permit the back and top to
fold outward soas to be inaline or inthesame
plane with the bottom of the trunk or chést
the top having end and side wings to form a
foot, substantially as described:

2. A convertible trunk or chest comprising
& back hinged at: its lower edge to the rear
edge of the bottom, a top hinged at its rear
edge to the top of the back, the ends of the
trunk or chest being divided on a line below
the upper hinge-point of the back, and the
strips g, I, being respectively cut away and
projecting for the purpose of preventing lat-
eralmovement of the frontedgeof the trunk,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof T affix m¥ signature
in presence-of two witnesses.

AUGUSTUS W. NEWELL.
Witnesses:

THOS. GRIGGS,
Ava. W. NEWELL, Jr.
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