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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James A. MEBANE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at South
Boston, in the county of Halifax and State of
Virginia, have made certain new and useful
Improvements in Electrical Rosettes, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention isan improvementin that class
of devices known as ‘‘rosettes,” which are in
the nature of insulating-blocks adapted for at-
tachment to the ceiling or wall and provided
with means for connecting electrical circuits
and also fuse-wires for safety purposes.

My present invention is a further improve-
ment in the same line as that for which I have
filed an application for patent, Serial No.
225,780, 1 have provided improved means
for detachably connecting the base and cap of
the rosette proper, also for insulating and pro-
tecting the fuse-wires and for attachment of
conducting-wires, as hereinafter described.

The details of construction, arrangement,
and combination of parts are as shown in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is mainly a side view of the com-
plete rosette, a portion being broken away to
show the arrangement of parts interiorly.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a line-wire
clamp provided with a spring-catch forming
part of the means for detachably connecting
the base and cap of the rosette. Fig. 31sa
perspective view of the shoulder metal piece
which the aforesaid spring - catch engages.
Figs. 4 and 5 are plan views of the inner sides
of the base and cap of the rosette, respec-
tively. Figs. 6 and 7 are perspective views
of the same parts. Figs. 8, 9, and 10 are per-

" spective views of modified forms of the im-
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proved device for attachment of conducting-
wires. Fig.11isa cross-sectionoftherosette,
illustrating the arrangement of the ducts or
passages for the lamp-wires.

A and Bindicate, respectively, the base and
cap of my improved rosette, C the line-wires
connected therewith, and D D the lamp-wires,
which are attached to the cap B. I illustrate
in the present case spring-clamps E, which are
secured to the base A for holding the line-
wires securely. I have, however, provided
such clamps with a pendent tongue F,(see Figs.
1 and 92,) the lower portion of which is bent
at an angle, thus forming a beveled shoulder.
This part F thus constructed forms a spring-
catch adapted to engage a corresponding shoul-
der on the cap B. Such shoulder may be
formed in various ways; but I prefer to em-

ploy a device G, (see Figs. 1 and 3,) which
consists of a narrow metal strip bent into an-
gular form on the outer side corresponding in
essentials to the angular form of the catch F.
It will be understood there are two catches
and engaging shoulders G, the same being ar-
ranged on opposite sides of the base and cap.

It will now be understood that when the cap
Bisadjusted with the shoulder-pieces G in due
alinement with the catches F upon pushing the
cap upward the catches F will ride down upon
the beveled portion ¢ of the shoulder and then
into engagement with the shoulder proper,
g’y whereby the parts B and G lock together,
so as to hold the cap in firm engagement with
the base A. It is further apparent that by
pulling the cap B downward or by raising the
free ends of the catches F out of engagement
with shoulders G by the finger the cap may be
detached from the base A by reason of the
catches F yielding laterally and sliding up
over the shoulder-pieces G.

By the above-described construction and ar-
rangement of parts I provide asimple means
for electrical connection between the cap and
base and for detachable connection of the cap
and base which enables the former to be in-
stantly applied or removed and which requires
no supplemental device to be attached to the
base.

My improvement in relation to the fuse-
wires attains two important results—namely,
it enables me to employ a fuse-wire of due
length and to thoroughly protect and insulate
the same from the other electrical connection.

Asshown in Figs. 4to 7, a bridge, consisting
of a raised portion or rib ¢, isprovided across
the face or on the side of the base A, and a
corresponding rib / extends across the oppos-
ing face of the cap B, these ribs ¢ & coin-
ciding and being practically in contact when
the cap and base are connected as shown in
Fig. 1. Practically at right angles to the rib
b of thecap B, I arrangeribs &/, which are in
the form of a V, the arms or free ends of the
ribs extending outward from the bridge-rib
b to a point near the periphery of the cap.
From the said periphery a V-shaped tongue
O projects inward and lies between the ribs
o’. In other words, the arrangement of the
parts J' §® is such that a V-shaped passage-
way is provided for the fuse-wires H. (See
Fig. 1.) It isobvious that a fuse-wire which
traverses this circuitous groove or passage
must havea considerable length, and it is fur-
ther apparentthatit isinsulated and protected
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from adjacent electrical connections, so that
short-circuiting is obviated when currents of,
say, two hundred and twenty volts are em-
ployed. Asafurtherprotection and for hold-
ing the fuse-wires in the grooves, I provide
the base A with V-shaped projections or ribs
&', which project below the surface of the
main rib or bridge ¢. In other words, there
is a second bridge extending across the face
of the base A at practically right angles to
the main bridge @, and on the face of this
bridge are formed the V-shaped projections
«'. When the cap B and the base A are put
together, as shown in Fig. 1, the V-shaped
parts ¢ enter the V-shaped sockets or pas-
sage-ways formed in the cap between the ribs
% and J". (See broken portion of Fig. 1.)
In addition to the functions above stated the
interlocking of the ribs ¢’ with the grooves
b of the cap Bserves to prevent rotary move-
ment of the cap B on the base A, and when
the cap isapplied the catches F will be brought
into vertical alinement with the inclined shoul-
ders which they are adapted to engage. The
depth of the grooves is such that the fuse-
wires cannot be injured by contact with the
ribs.

In Figs. 8, 9, and 10 I illustrate different
forms of a device for securing wires. The
same consists of a rod or bar I, whose head
is formed into a flat spiral 2, the same having
flat convolutions or round ones, as preferred.
In Fig. 10 the device I’ isshown double, there
being two spirals ¢ arranged opposite and
having a common shank. This device, as
shown in Fig. 5, may serve to connect lamp
and fuse wires; but I propose to also-employ
it for connecting any other wires. It will be

understood that in attaching a wireitis passed
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between the convolutions, and that the spring-
pressure between the latter is an aid in hold-
ing the wire securely, and at the same time
the spiral form of the device enables wire to
be readily detached by unwinding.

While the device is shown provided with a
shank having a point which may be rough-
ened or screw-threaded, it 1s to be undérstood
that I prefer to employ any suitable construc-

tion for holding the device in the porcelain. .

Having thus describeéd my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Animproved electrical rosette compris-
ing a cap having fuse-wire grooves whichare
V shape in longitudinal contour and extend
inward from the periphery of the cap to a
point near the center, and the base having
ribs corresponding in form and arrangement
to said grooves and projecting into the latter
as described.

2. Inan electrical rosette, the combination
of the cap having fuse-wire grooves of a cir-
cuitous form, and the base having ribs of a
form corresponding to said grooves, and serv-
ing to hold the fuse-wires in place in the
grooves when the cap is applied to the base
as described.

3. In an electrical rosette, a cap provided
with V-shaped ribs extending from the center
outward to a point near the periphery, and a
V-shaped point extending inward from the
periphery and lying between the first-named
ribs, thus forming a circuitous passage-way
for the fuse-wire, substantially as described.

JAMES A. MEBANE.

‘Witnesses: .
Soron C. Kemoxw,

Anmos W. Harr.
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