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This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not
relate to one invention or 1o a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. -
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e  Claims 1-16 are directed to an assembly comprising: a pressure sensitive adhesive layer at least 0.25 mm in
thickness disposed on a barrier assembly, wherein the barrier assembly comprises a potymeric film substrate
and a barrier film, and whercin the assembly is flexible and transmissive to visible and infrared lightand to a
pressure sensitive adhesive comprising: a polyisobutylene having a weight average molecular weight less than
300,000 grams per mole; and a hydrogenated hydrocarbon tackifier, wherein the pressure sensitive adhesive is
in the form of a film at least 0.25 mm thick. It is considered that a pressure sensitive adhesive at least 0,25 mm
thick comprises a first distinguishing feature. .

e Claim 17 is directed to a method of making a pressure sensitive adhesive, the method comprising: hot melt
extmding an extrudable composition comprising a polyisobutylene having a weight average molecular weight of
at least 500,000 grams per mole and a hydrogenated hydrocarbon tackifier, wherein the hot melt extruding is
carried out at a temperature sufficient to decrease the weight average molecular weight of the polyisobutylene
resin to 15 less than 300,000 grams per mole such that a pressure sensitive adhesive comprising a hydrogenated
hydrocarbon tackifier and a polyisobutylene resin having a weight average molecutar weight less than 300,000
grams per mole is formed. It is considered that the method of making the pressure sensitive adhesive comprises
a second distinguishing feature, ’

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical
relationship among the claimed inventions involving onc or more of the same or corresponding special technical
features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a
contribution over the prior art. -

The only feature common to all of the claims is & pressure sensitive adhesive. However this concept is not novel
in the light of:

US 2005/0181212 Al (SCHAEPKENS ET AL} 18 August 2005

This means that the common feature can not constitute a special technical feature within the meaning of PCT
Rule 13.2, second sentence, since it makes no contribution over the prior art.

Because the common feature does not satisfy the requirement for being a special technical feature it follows that
it cannot provide the necessary technical relationship between the identified inventions. Therefore the claims do
not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention a posteriori.
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