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This invention relates to a torch holder and
paint scraper, particularly to a combination de-
vice of the above category adapted for use with
the nozzle of a gas burner.

In removing paint from s surface, such as the
hull of & boat, the common practice has been to
separately burn and scrape off the paint, the
operator generally holding a burner in one hand
and.the scraping tool in the other, and directing
them simultaneously. . Because - of the obvious
difficulty of coordinating both hands in proper
relation to the surface being worked on, inad-
- vertent scorching of the surface often takes place,
resulting in damaged and unsightly areas. Al-
though some attempts have been made to employ
tools for the purpose of combining the two opera-
tions, it has been found that they are either tog
cumbersome for effectively controlled and uni-
form action, or insufficiently adjustable for differ-
ent conditions, such ag different paints, surfaces
and fuels, whereby it is often necessary to replace
the entire unit to stiit each condition.  With such
conventiona] devices, it is also generally neces-
Sary to employ an entirely new unit when the
burner or scraper has outworn its usefulness:

It-is'within the contemplation of my invention

to provide a .convenient implement which can
serve both as a holder for a torch and as a paint
scraper, the device being adapted to removably
receive different burner elements of various com-
mercial forms and sizes. And in this aspect of
my inyention it is a further object to enable re-
placements of worn out burners and blades to be
readily made.
" Itis a further object of my invention to provide
for a variable relation between the scraper blade
and a burner operatively supported by the holder,
the relationship being adjustably effected by a
simple manual adjustment. And in this aspect
‘of ‘'my invention it is s further object to enable
& ready change of the distance between the
scraper edge and the flame tip to be effected, in
accordance with the requirements of ‘particular
flame intensity and the physical condition of the
surface to be scraped. :

It is a further object of my invention to pro-
vide, in a device of this category, a combination
of hand gripping portions for easy and efficient
two-hand operation and for such effective con-
trol of the burning and scraping operation as to
reduce to a minimum the time required therefor,
and at the same time to eliminate the danger of
inadvertent scorching of the wood.

It is' within my contemplation to provide a
light, portable and readily fabricated device,
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operatively employable with conventional gas and
liquid burners or jets connected. to a source of
fuel or steam supply. '

Other objects, features and advantages will ap-
pear from the drawings and the description here-
inafter given.

Referring to the drawings:

PFigure 1 is a side elevational view of g preferred
form of my invention connected to a fuel supply
hose, and showing the flame and scraper blade
operatively being applied to a painted surface.

Figure 2 is a top view of the hand gripping
portion of the burner holder of Fig. 1.

Figure 3'is a fragmentary elevation of the de-
vice of Fig. 1, shown partly in section, illustrat-
ing an adjusted position of the blade with respect
to the flame tip.

Figure 4 is an end view of the front portion of
the device shown in Fig. 1, looking in the direc=
tion of lines 4—4, g fragment of the blade and
base being shown in section; the burner being
removed.

Figure 5is a fragmentary bottom view of Fig. 4.

Figure 6 is a top view of Fig, 4 also showing
the burner member in Place, it being a section of
Fig, 1 taken substantially along line 6—6.

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the scraper
blade shown in the previous figures.

Figure 8 is an enlarged fragmentary section of
the lower portion of Fig. 4.

Figure 9 is an end view
member, substantially like
but without the blade and
bushing in place, and :

Figure 10 is a section of Fig. 9 taken along line
13—10 thereof. ‘ . -

In the preferred form of my invention illus-
trated, the nozzle clamp 11 is shown consisting
of two separable halves 12 and 13, each half con-
taining walls 14:angd 15 which combinatively form
an - internal conical wall {6 tapering inwardly
from the rear end 17a to the forward end 11b of
the clamp, the arrangement being such as to ac-
commodate a conical burner nozzle 18. . Compo-
nents 12 and i3 have oppositely extending flanges
19—19 and 20—20 in facing relation and adapted
to be secured together by screws 21 extending
through countersunk holes 22 in flanges {9 and
in threaded engagement with the tapped holes 23
in flanges 26, The top of the clamp it contains
the pad 24 upon which is positioned the base 25

of the burner holding
that shown in Fig. 4,
base, and showing a

'of the handle 26; the screw 21 extending through

the hole 28 in base 25'and being ‘in threaded en-
gagement with the tapped hole 2§ extending

downwardly from the upper surface of pad 24
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through the conical surface {6 of the central
passageway 30.

The bottom of clamp {1 contains the apertured
flat bar 31 disposed between the bifurcated
bracket member 32, the two arms 33 and 34 5
of said member flanking bar 31, as illustrated.
The shank 35 of the screw member 36 extends
through: holes-3F:and 38 in arms 33.-and 34.and
hole 39:in:Jar 3, the,:screw..member being in
threaded engagement with threaded hole 37, the 10
arrangement being such as to permit a pivotal.
movement of arm 31, and consequently of the
entire clamp member I, relative-to-thebrackeb 32,

The bracket member 32 also contains the-base-

40 comprising a thickened rear pertion,. 44 .and 15

s forwardly disposed relatively thin plate 42, the
front wall 43 of said thickened portion &k serving.
as an abutment for the blade member 44.-xnesting -
against the underside 4%.0f plate 42. It will' be
observed that the sald underside. 45 contains two 20
ribs 48; these being paral‘lerand'eXtending-'langtr
tudinally along plate 42 The blade -44 has-two
parallel longitudinal grooves 4T proportioned and
‘spaced to-receive -therein -said- ribs 46, the ar-
Tangement being such that the blades can-read- 25
ily be set info their, predetermined: proper
position on base 40, . o :
“Extending-through the countersunk hole 48 of
the blade 44 “is the screw- 50, the ‘shank- 5t of
which -extends: through. and is in threaded en- 3o
gagement with the tapped-hole 51 of the base: 4¥.
The serrated tip 52 of the said screwis in-engage-
ment with the serrated peripheral portion 53 of
the bar 31.: The arrangement is:hence such-that .
the -said serew-50-serves the double purpose -of 33
holding the blade 44 against-the base 40, and’also
engaging the peripheral portion 53 “of-‘the bar
31 to maintain the -clamp. member- [ -and" the
burner- nozzle ‘{8 ‘supported -thereby in--a-pre-
determined position. . :

As iltustrated-the burner member- {8 is-a com-
pination nqzzle and mixer, the rear portion:-S54
-containing;a -pluralityof -gir-inlet apertures- 5%
‘connecting with -the interior mixging- chamber-56
in-which is located the gas: tip- 5% of the-fitting -
58 which isin threaded-‘engagement: with - the 45
tapped hole 59 of said-rear- portion: 547 Said
fitting 58 is an-extended’ portion: of the-gas pipe
-60:which “connects- with - the- valye--membeér--61
the. inlet portion of which is :operatively:-con- -
neeted to-the fuel 'supply: hose-- 62 ‘ins .obvious 50
.menner; - Fhe-said-pipe-60:has mounted: there~
over-the-hand gripping-portion -43; adjacent the
said rear portion 54 of the burner member: - The
connections are-such that:fuel froma. suitable »

49

source of supply will pass through: hose—62, 55 -

through: valve: § i and:pipe: 60, to. emerge:fromitip
5% where:. itc mixes with. the; air: drawns:into
chamber 568.: The ignited mixture forms-flame 64.
 Inthe-operative use.of this:device;: hand: grip=- -
ping portion: 63;and:handle 26 arecgraspediby the 60
two: hands of: the operator; and. the:toal-applied
ta: the: painted surface. 85, the. cutting; edges 66
_of;hlade 48 beingrapplied: to the saids suriace: 68
and; the:-deyice: so: tilted: thats the: tin-67: of ;the =

ﬁam&willzmlsmbezm:engagement:with the.painted 65 -

-surf 65; in. a; position; forwardly. from blade
edge: 66, It: will be -noted. that: the. handle; 26
extends rearwardly,from the. operative:direction
A of the scraper; that is, oppositely. with.respeet -
to.the: cutting.portion .of the blade, thereby en- 70
abling.an; effective: guiding movement. to: be-obs
tained. . Sincesboth the.gripping portion ;63 and

‘the. handle: 26, are simultaneously; held, there.is

an; automatic: cooperation between .the.cutting -

edse of the blade and the flame, requiring no 75

" ing different ‘heat intensities, .
When:: the" adjustment: is -~

" otally, gonnegted,;;tﬁo«{qhé,cldmp,niém

separate manipulation by each hand as is necés~
sary in conventional - scraping and burning
methods. As the implement is being guided up-
wardly in the directioni A, the flame is effective
in heating and softening the paint, and the blade
in continuously removing the heat-treated paint,
all in the single operation. - -

If _it.is required to vamihg:distanqe.,between
the cutting, edge 66 of the-blade:and ‘the tip of .
the flame, all that need be done is to loosen’
serew 50 and rotate bar 31 (and the clamp asso-
ciated therewith) about the shank 35 of screw
36; thereby changing the angle between the base
4¢-and the longitudinal axis of the clamp mem-
bex., b1, thereafter tightening the screw again.

For examplé, by referring to Figure 3 it will be

seenvthat::thecdistance B between the cutting -

edge .66..of the blade and. the tip 67 of the flame
is’ Iess than the corresponding distance C 'in
Figure 1. Such adjustment makes it possible to.
acecommodate-this tool for. use withifuels:prodic-
I - gnd. for-different”
types- of paint.-
effected, all that need be done is: tosmaintain the
parts. in: their adjusted -position for ‘that par-
ticular job. - - - s o
Tt wilt be-noted that. serew-21 not only:holds
the handle 26 in-place;but:is also-inrengagement
with the .outer::surface of the. burner-nozzle! 8
aselearly Shown in-Fig. 3,ithereby. beitig effec:
tive :to. hold: the -nozzle: against:. displacement: -
Should: it bedesired:to remove the burner :for
repla.cementwith:la;nothet,:’a.ll:thata need:he:done -
isito loosen said screwt 21, .. Burners -of different.’
sizes::ecan -be readily: inserted;  because: of;: ithe
separable-arrangement:ofi the two; hatves: 12.and
i3: of the clamp:member &t.:. In: the event:it: is
desired to employa relitively: small burner:mem:=
ber,. a hushing: can -readily’ be-inserted: within
passageway 301 . As iliustrated, in, Figures: 9 and
10; the pushing 88 is.disposed:withinthe: passage-
way: 30, the particular type of :bushing: llustrated
containing:-a:cylindrical: inner-surface::69;:.to
accommodate.a burner-having:a cylindrical outer-
surface:.: L
. Th<isthus -appavent::that. my inventionT is
adapted:. to;- accommodate:r burner: nozzles; of
various-designs:and :proportions, sand:tarenable
‘such ‘nozzles to besused:iin variablescooperative
relation- with: a ‘Temevable:blade ‘members. THe .
‘device: isi-hence---extremely fiéxibles: totimeet

various: fuel and offier- conditions! inr tHé- process
of removing paint from surfaces, an: readily -
operable to effect a simultaneous ‘burming”and -

scraping operation... ... oo o VR

© In. the..ahove. description,, the invention Has .
been disclosed. mexely. by way of example,and in
preferred manner; bit,chvicisly many. variation
and.. modifications. may, be.made. tHerein.  If:is
tohe-understood, tierefore, that.the.invention is
not:, Limited. to-any: specific, form. o, manner. of
Dpracticing same;: exoept; insofar. as-such.limitar . -
tiongare: speeifigd in:the appendediclaims. -

I claim: - S Lo LT
1, In a:,icombinagtion;;to;r-om;hgk_l_@r!-.'_and;-. paint
seraper; :a-holow:clamp member. comprising.iwe - -
separable-components; the; inner, walls, of -which
combinatively form-:& substantially;.conieal.ins
teriorswall; tapering inwardly: from.the: rear.to
the-forward:end, of ids
nozzle: witha..con
gaged by said con

he. clarap,, whereby..a.torch
al:.outer. surface, can be -enx
a'lﬁ’ Wall, et

releasably.lock th ‘said.blade. meraber, in predes

termined position relative to the clamp mem-
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ber, and a handle attached to the clamp mem-
ber.

2. In a combination torch holder and paint
- Scraper, a hollow clamp member with a substan-
tially central passageway therein extending ax-
ially from the rear to the front of the clamp,
whereby the wall of the said passageway will be
adapted to engage the ocuter surface of a torch
nozzle operatively inserted within the clamp, a
blade member pivotally connected to the clamp
member about an axis disposed transversely to
the axis of the clamp member, said blade mem-
ber extending forwardly beyond the front of said
clamp member, means to releasably lock the said
blade member in predetermined position relative
to the clamp member, and a handie attached to
the clamp member.

3. In a combination torch holder and paint
scraper, a hollow clamp member with a substan-
tially central bassageway therein extending ax-
ially from the rear to the front of the clamp,
whereby the wall of the said passageway will be
adapted to engage the outer surface of a torch
nozzie opeératively inserted within the clamp, a
blade member pivotally connected to the clamp
member about an axis disposed transversely to
the axis of the clamp member, said blade mem-
ber extending forwardly beyond the front of said
clamp member, means to releasably lock the said
blade member in predetermined position relative
to the clamp member, and a handle attached to
the clamp member and extending rearwardly be-
yond the rear of said clamp member.,

4. In a combination torch holder and paint
scraper, a hollow clamp member with a substan-
tially central passageway therein extending ax-
ially from the rear to the front of the clamp,
whereby the wall of the said bassageway will be
adapted to engage the outer surface of a torch
nozzle operatively inserted within the clamp, a
bracket pivotally connected to the clamp mem-
ber about an axis disposed transversely to the
axis of the clamp member, a blade removably at-
tached to the bracket and extending forwardly
beyond the front of said clamp member, means to
releasably lock said bracket in predetermined po-
sition relative to the clamp member, and a handle
attached to the clamp member.

5. In a combination torch holder and paint
scraper, a hollow clamp member with a substan-
tially central passageway therein extending ax-
ially from the rear to the front of the clamp;
whereby the wall of the said passageway will be
adapted to engage the outer surface of a torch
nozzle operatively inserted within the clamp, a
bar joined to the clamp member, a bracket with
a bifurcated extension comprising two arms
flanking said bar and pivotally connected there-
to about an axis disposed transversely to the axis
of the clamp member, a blade removably at-
tached to the bracket and extending forwardly
beyond the front of said clamp member, a thread-
ed fastener securing said blade to the bracket
and in frictional engagement with said bar for
releasably maintaining the bracket and bar in
selected relative positions, and a handle attached
to the clamp member.

6. In a combination torch holder and paint
Scraper, a hollow clamp member with a substan-
tially central passageway therein extending ax-
ially from the rear to the front of the clamp,
whereby the wall of the said passageway will be
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adapted to engage the outer surface of a torch
nozzle operatively inserted within the clamp, a
bracket pivotaily connected to the clamp mem-
ber about an axis disposed transversely to the
axis of the clamp member, said bracket having a
base with an abutment wall thereon, a blade re-
movably attached to said base and in engage-
ment with said abutment wall; said blade ex-
tending forwardly beyond the front of said clamp
member, means to releasably lock said bracket
in predetermined position relative to the clamp
member, and a handle attached to the clamp
member at the side thereof diametrically oppo-
site the bracket.

7. In a combination torch holder and paint
scraper, the combination according to claim 6,
sald handle extending rearwardly beyond the
rear of said clamp member in the general direc-
tion of the axis thereof.

8. In a torch holder and paint scraper device
adapted for operative use with a torch having a
nozzle and g rearwardly extending fuel pipe with
2 hand grip thereon, the combination of a hol-
low clamp member with a substantially central
bassageway therein extending axially from the
rear to the front of the clamp, whereby the wall
of the said bassageway will be adapted to en-
gage the outer surface of said nozzle, a blade
member pivotally connected to the clamp mem-
ber about an axis disposed transversely to the
axis of the clamp member, said blade member
extending forwardly beyond the front of said
clamp member, means to releasably lock the said
blade member in predetermined position relative
to the clamp member, and a handle attached to
the clamp member and extending rearwardly be-
yond the rear of said clamp member in a di-
rection generally toward said hand grip, whereby
the said hand grip and handle may be coactively
held by the two hands of an operator.

9. In ‘a combination toreh holder and paint
scraper, a hollow clamp member with g substan-
tially central bassageway therein extending ax-
lally from the rear to the front of the clamp,
whereby the wall of the said bassageway will be
adapted to engage the outer surface of a torch
nozzle operatively inserted within the clamp, a
bracket pivotally connected to the clamp mem-
ber about an axis disposed transversely to the
axis of the clamp member, said bracket having
a base with an abutment wall thereon and a rib
extending transversely to said abutment wall, a
blade removably attached to said base and in
engagement with said abutment wall, said blade
having a recess proportioned to receive therein
said rib when the blade is operatively in place,
means to releasably lock said bracket in bredeter-
mined position relative to the clamp member, and
a handle attached to the clamp member at the
side thereof diametrically opposite the bracket.

EVERETT J. MARESCA.,
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