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This invention relates to light holders, and more par 
ticularly to a holder for electric lamps commonly dis 
played during the Christmas season, and which are com 
mercially available in strings. 
An object of this invention is to provide an apparatus 

capabe of holding a group of lights with the lamps ex 
posed and in a straight line. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a channel 
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shaped holder for a group of lights wherein the wiring 
and sockets are retained in the channel and the lamps 
are exposed in a line exteriorly of the channel. 

It has become common practice to decorate homes 
during the Christmas holiday season by attaching strings 
of lights to various parts of the house structure to achieve 
decorative effects. In most instances, architectural fea 
tures of the house are outlined in groups of multi-colored 
lights. These lights are carried by sockets attached to 
electrical conductors which have been affixed to the build 
ing structure in various ways. Certain hazards result 
both in the application of the lights to the structure as 
well as in the mounting means which may lead to elec 
trical shorts under the adverse weather conditions which 
many times prevail during the winter season. 
The apparatus which forms the preferred embodiment 

of my invention retains the lamps and the associated wir 
ing in such a way that the aforementioned hazards are 
eliminated. An elongated channel-shaped holder per 
forated to receive the lights is assembled with the string 
of lights so that the electrical conductors are within the 
channel and the lamps are external of the channel. This 
assembly may then be readily installed on the house either 
by hooking the channel over the eaves trough or by other 
Suitable attachment means. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide 
an apparatus which may be assembled with a group of 
lights with the assembly being quickly and easily mount 
able as a unit. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide an 

apparatus for receiving and displaying a group of lights 
as a unit, which unit having a generally channel shape 
with at least one rebent section engageable with a struc 
tural member of the house for readily installing the ap 
paratus in a display position on the house. 

Other objects and advantages more or less ancillary to 
the foregoing, and the manner in which all the various 
objects are realized, will appear in the following descrip 
tion, which, considered in connection with the accom 
panying drawings, sets forth the preferred embodiment of 
the invention. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an elevational view of a house showing the 

preferred embodiment of my invention installed thereon; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view showing the light holder 

mounted in place; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3-3 of 

FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a rear view of the light holder. 
Referring first to FIG. 1, the preferred embodiment of 

my invention is shown therein as it is installed on a house 
10. The lamp holder units are disposed to outline archi 
tectural features of the house 10 and are particularly 
adapted for mounting on the eaves trough 12 as shown in 
FIG. 3. 
The lamp holder of my invention includes an elon 
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2 
gated channel 14 having a web 16 and legs 18 at right 
angles thereto. Each of the legs 18 has a rebent hook 
20 formed at right angles to the leg 18. The hooks 20 
are in confronting relation and the opening therebetween 
is opposite to web 16. 
A plurality of openings 22 are spaced longitudinally 

in the web 16 are are disposed to one side of the longi 
tudinal center line of the web 16. The openings are lo 
cated below the center line to utilize the additional clear 
ance available in that area. I have found that the open 
ings 22 are most suitable for use when they have a diam 
eter of three-fourths of an inch and that a spacing of 
sixteen inches functions best with commercial strings of 
Christmas lights. 

Each of openings 22 receives a lamp 24 which has the 
bulb on the outside of the channel 14 and screws into 
a socket 26 located on the inside of the channel 14. Elec 
trical wiring 28 connects the sockets 26 for energizing the 
lamps 24 and is provided with standard plugs 30 and 
receptacles 32 to facilitate the supply of current to the 
assembly and connection in series where a number of 
units are installed. The wiring 28 is retained in the 
trough formed by the web 16, leg 18, and hook 20. 

In the upper leg 18 of the channel 14, openings 34 
are provided for use in securing the lamp holder when 
there are no gutters available for installation. The open 
ings 34 receive a wire fitting 36 which provides a loop 
above the leg 18 and hooks into the lower side of the 
leg 18 and has sufficient strength to carry the weight of 
the holder and associated electrical apparatus. The fit 
ting 36 is available for engagement by hooks 38 as best 
illustrated in FIG. 2, the hooks being affixed to the build 
ing structure for carrying the channel 14 when there is 
no eaves trough 12 available. 
The lamp holder is assembled with the string of lights 

by first removing the bulbs from the sockets 26, insert 
ing the lamps 24 through the openings 22, and turning 
them into the sockets 26 in the usual manner. In this 
Way, the margin of the openings 22 is engaged between 
the bulb and the end of the socket 26. The string of 
lights is installed with the electrical plug 30 at one end 
of the channel 14 and the receptacle 32 at the opposite 
end of the channel 14. The lights and the channel 14 
are now assembled as a unit and may be installed with 
other similar units quickly and easily at some elevated 
location. 
The channel 14 with the lamps 24 and associated elec 

trical equipment installed is taken to the location of the 
use. In this position, the hook 20 on the legs 18 of the 
channel 14 is placed over and to rearward of the outer 
edge of the eaves trough 12. The lower leg 18 is allowed 
to bear against the eaves trough, thus holding the channel 
14 with the web 16 in a substantially vertical position. 
By installing the unit with the openings 22 below the cen 
ter line, sufficient space is obtained between the web 16 
and the eaves trough 12 for the electrical sockets 26. 
Appropriate electrical connections are made to the plug 
30 to supply electrical power for energizing the lamps 
24, and if more than one unit is installed, the receptacle 
32 is connected to the plug 30 of the next succeeding unit. 

If the channels 14 are installed on portions of the struc 
ture that does not include an eaves trough 12, hooks 38 
affixed to the building 10 engage the fittings 36 to hold 
the units in place as is best illustrated in FIG. 1 wherein 
the units outline the dormer portion of the house 10. 
The channel 14 may be formed of any rigid sheet ma 

terial, but it is preferable to utilize a non-conducting 
plastic to enhance the safety of the device. This also 
would provide an easier material to cut to length as re 
quired to fit the particular dimensions of the structure 
to which the lamp holder is being fitted. 

Having thus described this invention in such full, clear, 
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concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled 
in the art to which it pertains to make and use the same, 
and having set forth the best mode contemplated of carry 
ing out this invention, I state that the subject which I 
regard as being my invention is particularly pointed out 
and distinctly claimed in what is claimed, it being under 
stood that equivalents or modifications of, or substitu 
tions for, parts of the above specifically described em 
bodiments of the invention may be made without depart 
ing from the scope of the invention as set forth in what 
is claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
An apparatus for holding a string of decorative lights 

spaced apart in a line and connected by a wiring circuit 
comprising an elongated thin-wall channel, said channel 
having a web and a pair of legs, a bent portion formed 
on the end of said legs throughout their length and paral 
lel to the web, said bent portions confronting each other 
respectively to provide. hooks for use in supporting said 
apparatus, said web being perforated to provide spaced 
openings throughout its length intermediate said legs, said 
perforations receiving electrical lamps secured in sockets, 
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4. 
one of Said legs being perforated proximate to each end 
respectively, fittings in engagement with said perforations 
in the leg, and hooks in engagement with the fittings, said 
hooks supporting the apparatus, said lamps being exterior 
of Said channel and said wiring and sockets being retained 
in said channel means on the opposite side of said web 
from said lamps. 
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