
Sept. 7, 1965 D, L. FANN 3,204,987 
STATIONERY ITEM FOR USE PRIMARILY WITH POSTAL CARDS 

Filed Aug. 29, 1963 

SHIELD 

Return. Address: 

Address 

Message: 

2. Sheets-Sheet 

ZZZ4.4272.24% ((4.4444 SSSSSSSSSaaasssssssss2 Yaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 

9 INVENTOR 

DAVID L. FANN 

BY c16.so rgy Osy/ør 
ATTORNEYS 

  

  

    

  

  

  



3204,987 
T POSTAL CARDS 

2 sheets-Shee 2 

Sept. 7, 1965 
stoneRY ITEM For PRIMARILY WI 

Filed Aug." 29, 1963 

3 

  



United States Patent Office 3,204,937 
Patented Sept. 7, 1965 

3,204,987 
STATIONERY TEM FOR USE PRIMARELY 

WITH POSTAL CARDS 
David L. Faia, P.O. Box 5536, Roanoke, Va. 

Fied Aug. 29, 1963, Ser, No. 305,325 
10 Clains. (C. 282-25) 

This invention relates to a novel stationery item or 
business forms which greatly facilitates the use of con 
venient postal cards in situations where it is desired to 
retain a copy of the message and address which are placed 
on the postal card. Thus the basic purpose of this inven 
tion is to render the use of a convenient method of com 
munication even more convenient and at a considerable 
savings in time and expense. 
There are innumerable instances in modern business 

practices where messages which normally are communi 
cated by regular letter could be communicated more eco 
nomically and more efficiently through the use of regular 
or specially provided postal cards. However, in almost 
every instance it is desirable, if not absolutely necessary, to 
retain a copy of the message. The problem of obtaining 
ready copies of postal card messages has attracted the at 
tention of inventors for many years, and several Solutions 
have been proposed. Thus it has been proposed, for in 
stance, to construct a special post card which is actually 
a doubly extended post card provided with an extension 
from one of its edges to be retained as a copy of the 
message on the post card proper. This device has several 
marked disadvantages. For instance, it was a specially 
manufactured item and could not be arranged so as to 
permit the use of standard United States post cards. Also, 
the arrangement required that the original message be 
written on the post card itself, and it was necessary that 
the post card be of sufficient thickness when doubled so 
as not to be torn or mutilated when handled by men and 
machines in the postal department. Because of this re 
quired thickness the device did not lend itself to the pro 
duction and retention of multiple copies, and indeed the 
single copy usually was not as clear and legible as might 
be desired in many instances. Finally, the post card of 
this prior exemplary device was not instantly ready for 
mailing after the message and address had been written, 
but rather it had to be folded, adhered, and an optional 
tab removed. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide 
a stationery device which can be used with either regula 
tion or special postal cards, which permits one or more 
copies to be retained showing the address and message 
which were applied to the post card, which renders the 
post card instantly ready for mailing after the message and 
address have been written, which includes a novel shield 
member to prevent the message from being impressed on 
the address side of the card and vice versa, and which is 
extremely efficient in use and economical in manufacture. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a device 
as set forth in the preceding paragraph which can be pro 
vided with prices, shipping information, or other such data 
on a detachable extension of the main member or on the 
shield member, and which can be provided with an exten 
sion to be grasped by a typewriter so as to permit sub 
stantially the entire surfaces of the card to be used. 

Generally the invention comprises a substantially rec 
tangular sheet of paper which has an impression trans 
ferring material or member extending over usually the 
lower portion of the sheet, and which has a shield portion 
of substantially one half the area of the main portion ex 
tending usually upwardly from the area of the edge of the 
main portion. The sheet is to be folded once along sub 
stantially the center of the main portion so as to have 
two surfaces of the impression transferring material in 
face-to-face relationship, between which a post card is to 
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be inserted. The original message or address is to be 
written on the outside surfaces of the main portion, and 
the shield member is folded into position on one side or 
the other of the post card so as to prevent, for instance, 
the message from carrying through to the address side 
of the post card. Preferably a perforated or weakened 
line separates the shield from the main portion so as to 
facilitate detachment of the shield after the message or 
messages have been written on the main portion and thus 
on the card. The device can be manufactured and sold 
already folded, or it can be produced in its unfolded 
form and have simple directions printed thereon to indi 
cate the folding lines. Alternatively, it can be produced 
as a complete item already folded and with the post card 
enclosed. As mentioned above, the post card can be a 
standard post card or one of special manufacture to meet 
the needs of the particular situation. The impression trans 
ferring means can be inexpensive "one time' carbon paper, 
or it can be an impression transferring material which is 
actually applied to the surface of the main portion. 

Other objects and advantages which will become subse 
quently apparent reside in the details of construction and 
operation as more fully hereinafter described and claimed, 
reference being had to the accompanying drawings form 
ing a part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like parts 
throughout, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a plan view showing the message and address 
side of one embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view taken from the opposite side of 
the view of FIG. 1, and shows the impression transferring 
material extending over the message and address portions 
of the device; 

FIG. 3 is an elevational view of the device as oriented 
in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the device in its folded 
form, including a post card, with the post card partially 
extended for purposes of clarity; 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along the lines 5-5 as 
shown in FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the device showing the 

shield positioned on the opposite side of the postcard from 
the position shown in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the device shown in the 
preceding figures, but with an added feature; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a portion of the device 
illustrating the use of an impression transferring material 
on the surface of the sheet, as opposed to the carbon paper 
sheets shown in the preceding figures; 

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of one arrangement per 
mitting the production and retention of multiple copies. 

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown in the 
first few figures an embodiment of the invention which 
includes a substantially rectangular paper sheet 1 which 
is divided into an upper shield member 2, a middle address 
portion 3, and a lower message portion 4. The shield 
member 2 is bounded by a line 5 which preferably 
is a Weakened or perforated line, although as will become 
apparent line 5 could be merely a fold line. The primary 
purpose behind providing a weakened or perforated line 
is to facilitate detachment of the shield member from 
the remainder of the sheet 1 after the device has been 
used in the intended manner. The address portion is 
bounded on one of its edges by the line 5 and on the 
other of its edges by a fold line 6. Line 6 comprises 
merely a line to indicate the location and direction of a 
fold. In fact, if the invention is produced or sold in an 
already folded form, element 6 would indicate the crease 
of the fold along this line. The message portion of the 
invention extends from line 6 and merges into an optional 
typewriter grasping space 7. As mentioned, grasping 
space 7 is an optional feature, and when used would 
preferably be separated from the message portion 4 by 
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a weakened or perforated line along the lower edge of 
message portion 4 so as to facilitate ready detachment 
of grasping space 7 after it had served its intended pur 
pose, that being to provide a space to be grasped by a 
typewriter so as to permit substantially the entire surface 
area of the message portion to be typed upon. 
As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, a sheet of ordinary carbon 

paper, preferably of the "one time' type extends over 
the back faces of the address and message portions 3 and 
4, respectively. In the particular embodiment of FIGS. 
1 and 2, the sheet of carbon paper 9 is attached to the 
shield member 2 above the perforated line 5 and pref 
erably is covered above the perforated line by an op 
tional non-carbonized strip 8 so as to render the portion 
above the perforated line ineffective for transferring writ 
ing impressions. The carbon sheet 9 and the non-carbon 
ized strip 8 can be attached to the shield in any con 
venient manner, for instance, by an adhesive material. 
As will become more clearly apparent hereinafter, the 
optional non-carbonized strip 8 permits substantially the 
entire address portion of the device to be written upon. 
Preferably, the carbon sheet 9 is perforated or weakened 
along line 10 which is located correspondingly to line 
5, So as to permit the shield member 2 to be easily de 
tached from both the address portion 3 and the carbon 
sheet 9. However, it will be understood that perforated 
line 10 is primarily a feature of convenience, and in many 
instances it might be more desirable to omit perforated 
line 10 So as to have the entire carbon sheet detached 
with the shield member 2 from the remainder of the 
assembly. For instance, merely by grasping either por 
tion 3 or 4 the shield member 2 and the carbon sheet 
9 can be simultaneously detached for disposal. As shown 
in FIG. 2, the carbon sheet 9 is folded or is to be folded 
With address and message portions 3 and 4 along line 6. 

In FIG. 4 the device is shown folded around a post 
card 11 in the address writing position. As shown more 
clearly in FIG. 5, the shield 2 has been folded into posi 
tion between the post card 11 and the portion of the car 
bon sheet 9 which overlies the message portion 4. Thus 
when the address is written or otherwise imprinted on 
the address portion 3 it will be duplicated on the address 
side of the post card 11 by the portion of the carbon 
sheet 9 which overlies the address portion 3. If the 
shield member 2 were not in position substantially as 
shown, the address would also be impressed upon the 
message side of the post card by that portion of the car 
bon sheet 9 which overlies the message portion 4. How 
ever, as clearly shown in FIG. 5 any such impressions 
are placed upon the lower surface of the shield member 2 
rather than on the message portion of the post card 11. 
It will also be clear from FIG. 5 that the non-carbonized 
strip 8 permits the user to write upon the extreme left 
hand portion of the message portion 3 as viewed in FIG. 
5 without having the writing duplicated on the message 
side of the post card by that portion of the carbon sheet 
9 above the perforated line 5. 

FIG. 6 shows the device arranged in the message writ 
ing position. Thus by writing the message on the message 
portion 4 the message will be duplicated by carbon sheet 
9 on the message side of post card 11. However, the 
shield member 2 has now been refolded in position so 
as to lie between the address side of the post card 11 and 
that portion of the carbon sheet 9 which overlies the 
address portion 3. Any impressions that normally would 
carry through to the address side of the post card 11 are 
intercepted instead by the shield member 2. 

FIG. 7 shows an embodiment of the invention which 
incorporates an optional feature which is often desirable 
When the device is used for business purposes. Thus an 
extension 12 of the main sheet 1 is provided and nor. 
mally includes pertinent information such as prices, ship 
ping Weights, etc. which may be of value because of the 
particular use of the device. Preferably, but not neces 
Sarily, this extension 12 is easily detachable along weak 
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4. 
ened or perforated line 13. It should be apparent also 
that extension 12 quite often can be useful as a space 
upon which the user can make notations which he would 
not wish to appear on the post card 11. Since extension 
2 is connected to the user's permanent copy, the nota 

tions would become a part of the user's permanent 
records. In such cases, it would probably be preferable 
to omit the perforated line 13. 

FIG. 9 shows an embodiment which provides for the 
production and retention of multiple copies of both the 
address and the message which were applied to the post 
card. In order to accomplish this, it is necessary only 
to modify the embodiment shown in the preceding figures 
by the addition of a second paper sheet 14 and a second 
carbon sheet 9. The extra sheets preferably are arranged 
in a stacked relationship as shown in FIG. 9. In the par 
ticular arrangement of FIG. 9, it has been found con 
venient to provide a perforated line along the second 
sheet 14 in the immediate vicinity of the perforated line 
5, and to omit any perforated line in carbon sheets 9 and 
9. By this arrangement, the shield member 2 and the 
two carbon sheets 9 and 9' can be detached from the 
sheets 3 and 14 merely by detaching shield 2 along perfo 
rated line 5 and the perforated line in the corresponding 

5 position on sheet 14. It will be understood that a non 
carbonized strip 8 as shown in FIG. 2 could be applied 
to that portion of the carbon sheet 9' which extends above 
the perforated line 5. 

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 8, the carbon sheet 
9 has been replaced by an impression transferring mate 
rial 15 applied to the device below the perforated line 5. 
The particular material 15 can be of any well-known 
type and can be applied to the surface of the paper sheet 
in a manner well known in the art. Thus the completed 
device according to the embodiment of FIG. 8 actually 
comprises a single sheet with folds or fold lines dividing 
the sheet into three substantially equal areas, two of 
which have a carbonized surface. It will be understood 
of course that in many situations it will not be necessary 
to apply the carbonized material to the entire surface 
areas of address and message portions 3 and 4, but 
rather the carbonized material could be applied only to 
specified areas where writing is to be placed. 

It is believed that the manner of using the invention 
will be apparent from the foregoing description. Thus 
the post card is inserted with its message side adjacent 
the corresponding message portion of the device. When 
the address is to be written, the shield member 2 is folded 
into position against the message face of the post card. 
When the message is to be written, the shield member 
is folded into position against the address face of the 
post card. When both the message and the address 
have been written, the post card is ready for mailing, 
and by merely detaching the shield member the user's 
file copy is ready for filing. It will be understood that 
the user's copy can be filed in its unfolded form of double 
post card size or in its folded form of single post card 
size. It will be understood also that it is not absolutely 
necessary that the shield member be detached before 
filing the user's copy, and especially in the embodiment 
shown in FIG. 8 it may be equally as convenient not to 
detach the shield member but rather to fold it into posi 
tion between adjacent faces of the address and message 
portions 3 and 4. 

Either or both of the invention and the card with which 
it is to be used can be manufactured in various sizes. 
Also, either or both can be printed up as business forms 
of various types, such as order forms, invoices, etc. As 
previously mentioned, the shield member can include 
pertinent printed data which are related to the particular 
use of the device. 
The invention is susceptible of various modifications 

Without departing from the scope and spirit of the in 
vention as defined in the appended claims. For instance, 
if the device is used as shown in FIG. 1 the typewriter 
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grasping space 7 would be useful only when typing the 
message on the message portion of the device. However, 
merely by inverting the address instructions on the address 
portion of the device, the typewriter grasping space 7 
would then render substantially the entire area of the ad 
dress portion 3 available for typing. The entire device 
could be manufactured so as to fold around the short 
edges of the card rather than around the long edges as in 
the disclosed embodiments. When the device is to be used 
as a business form, both the device and the card could 
have the form lines printed thereon simultaneously by 
the "crash printing' method wherein printing applied 
to the outer surfaces of the address and message portions 
would carry through to the inserted card as a carbon 
copy. 

Having thus fully described my invention in the man 
ner required by the patent statures, I wish it to be under 
stood that my invention is not to be limited to the par 
ticular embodiments disclosed in the drawings and de 
scribed in the specification, but rather only by the sub 
joined claims as interpreted in the light of the specifica 
tion and drawings. 

I claim as my invention: 
i. A stationery device, comprising: a sheet of paper 

folded along a line so as to have two areas facing each 
other; impression transferring means extending over Sub 
stantial portions of both of said areas; and shield means 
foldably extending from an edge of one of said areas 
for insertion between opposing faces of said impression 
transferring means substantially to said fold line so as to 
prevent simultaneous impression transfers to both faces 
of a member which may be inserted between opposing 
faces of said impression transferring material. 

2. A stationery device for use with a separate mailing 
piece whereby reproduced writings can be placed on both 
sides of the mailing piece from original writings in 
scribed on surfaces of said stationary device so as to 
permit copies of said writings to be retained, comprising: 
a substantially rectangular paper member; means divid 
ing said paper member into upper, middle and lower 
portions of substantially equal areas, said upper portion 
comprising a shield portion, adjacent faces of said middle 
and lower portions comprising first and second writing 
portions, respectively; means extending over said middle 
and lower portions on the side of said paper member 
opposite from said first and second writing portions for 
transfering writing impressions from said first and sec 
ond writing portions to a member which may be dis 
posed against the surface of said last mentioned means; 
said dividing means comprising fold lines at the upper 
and lower edges of said middle portion, whereby said 
paper member and said impression transferring means 
can be folded along the lower of said fold lines so as to 
bring adjacent portions of said impression transferring 
means into facing relationship, and whereby said shield 
portion can be folded along the upper of said fold lines 
so as to be positionable on either side of a mailing 
piece to be inserted between the faces of said impression 
transferring means. 

3. A device as set forth in claim 2 further comprising 
means extending beyond the lower edge of said lower 
portion and forming a typewriter grasping member so as 
to permit substantially the entire areas of said first and 
second writing portions to be used when a typewriter is 
used to type messages thereon. 

4. A device as set forth in claim 2 wherein said im 
pression transferring means comprises a substance ap 
plied to the surface of said paper member. 

5. A device as set forth in claim 2 wherein said im 
pression transferring means comprises a sheet of carbon 
paper. 

5 

10 

5 

20 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

70 

6 
6. A device as set forth in claim 5 wherein said carbon 

paper is attached to the lower portion of said shield 
above the upper of said fold lines, and wherein the 
upper of said fold lines comprises a perforated line so 
as to facilitate detachment of said shield portion. 

7. A device as set forth in claim 6 wherein said car 
bon paper is perforated along the same line as the per 
forated line forming the upper of said fold lines. 

8. A device as set forth in claim 6 further comprising 
means covering the portion of said carbon paper above 
said perforated line so as to prevent said portion from 
transferring impressions. 

9. A device as set forth in claim 2 further comprising 
a second substantially rectangular paper member at 
tached to said device and extending downwardly over 
at least said middle and lower portions adjacent said 
impression transferring means, and second impression 
transferring means extending over at least the portion 
of said second paper member which extends over said 
middle and lower portions and on the side of said sec 
ond paper member remote from the first said impression 
transferring means. 

10. A stationery device for producing multiple copies, 
comprising: a substantially flat rectangular member hav 
ing a smooth writing surface over at least a portion of 
one face thereof; one end portion of said member being 
folded back upon an adjacent portion of said member, 
the fold being in a direction away from said smooth 
Writing surface, said folded end portion comprising a 
shield member; a second fold in said rectangular member 
parallel to and spaced from said first fold so as to form 
a first writing area between said two folds of substantial 
ly the same area as said shield member and a second 
Writing area bounded on one side by said second fold, 
said second writing area also being of substantially the 
same area as said shield member, said second fold being 
toward the same side of said rectangular member as 
Said first fold and bringing said first and second writing 
areas into facing relationship, said smooth writing sur 
face of said rectangular member being coincident with 
and on the opposite face from said first and second 
Writing areas; and impression transferring means extend 
ing over said first and second writing areas, whereby a 
member may be inserted between said first and second 
Writing areas, impressions made on said smooth writing 
areas will be reproduced on the inserted member, and 
said shield member may be positioned between the in 
Serted member and the impression transferring means 
over one of said writing areas so as to prevent impres 
sions being formed on both sides of the member from 
writings on one portion of said smooth Writing surface. 
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