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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EDWARD W. DICK, OF ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA. 

SAFETY EYEGASS-HOLDER. 

1,039,265. 
Application filed January 15, 1912. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD W. DICK, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Al 
bert Lea, in the county of Freeborn and 
State of Minnesota, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvenients in Safety 
Eyeglass-Holders; and I do declare the fel 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact de 
scription of the invention, such as will en 
able others skilled in the art to which it 
appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to improvements 

in safety eyeglass holders. 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a holder of this character adapted to be 
attached to the clothing in a convenient po 
sition, and having means whereby the eye 
glass holding chain or cord will be auto 
matically retracted and wound up when the 
glasses are not in use, thus supporting the 
glasses in an out of the way position. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view the invention consists of certain novel 
features of construction, combination and 
arrangement of parts as will be more fully 
described and pointed out in the appended 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 

is a perspective view of my improved holder 
showing the glasses in a retracted position. 
Fig. 2 is a front view of the holder with the 
cover plate removed and showing the posi 
tion of the catch when the chain is wound 
up. Fig. 3 is a similar view showing the 
position of the catch when the chain has 
been unwound and drawn out full length. 
Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the catch 
in engagement with its stop or keeper as 
when the glasses are in use. IFig. 5 is a 
similar view of the catch after being re 
leased from the keeper and the chain is be 
ing rewound. Fig. 6 is a rear view of the 
holder, showing the attaching pin. Fig. 
is a sectional view through the casing and 
reel of the holder showing the spring for 
rewinding the chain. Fig. S is a vertical 
sectional view on the line S-8 of Fig. 2. 
In the embodiment of the invention I pro 

vide a casing 1 which may be of any suitable 
size and shape and which is here shown as 
of rectangular form. The casing 1 is pref 
erably constructed in telescoping sections, 
one of which forms the body portion 2 of 
the casing and the other the cap or cover 3. 
in the body portion 1 of the casing is fixedly 
secured a centrally disposed pivot stud or 
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shaft 4 on which is revolubly mounted a 
combined spring casing 5 and reel 6. In 
the Spring casing 5 is arranged a coiled 
Spring 7 the inner end of which is secured to 
the pivot stud 4 while the outer end is se 
cured to the spring casing 5. On the reel 
6 is adapted to be wound the eyeglass sup 
porting chain S, which passes through alined 
Openings 9 in the body and cover of the 
casing and is attached at its outer end to 
the eyeglasses as shown in Fig. 1 of the 
drawings. The inner end of the chain 8 
is connected to the inner end of a catch pin 
10 which is slidably mounted in a slot 11 in 
the oliter side of the reel and projects be 
yond said side for a purpose hereinafter 
described. When the chain is wound up 
the catch pin is drawn up into the inner ex 
tremity of the slot as shown in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. 
When it is desired to use the glasses the 

chain is pulled out and thus unwound from 
the reel. As the chain is thus unwound the 
reel 6 and spring casing 5 are revolved on 
the stud 4 thereby winding up the spring 7 
which, when the chain is released will re 
volve the casing 5 and reel 6 in the opposite 
direction thereby again winding up the 
chain. When the chain has been entirely 
unwound from the reel the catch pin 10 will 
be pulled to the outer extremity of the slot 
11 as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, and 
when the pin is in this position the chain 
is released slightly to permit the spring to 
reverse the movement of the reel thereby 
bringing the outer end of the pin behind or 
into engagement with the rear side of a seg 
mental guard or guide finger 12 formed 
on a bracket projecting inwardly from the 
side of the body 2 of the casing. Upon a 
further release or slacking of the chain the 
end of the pin 10 will be carried around and 
guided by the guard finger 12 into engage 
ment with a keeper or stop 13 formed on the 
upper end of the finger 12 as shown in Fig. 
4 of the drawing. When the pin 10 is thus 
caught by the keeper 13 the reel will be held 
against further retrograde movement by the 
spring thus allowing the chain to remain out 
in an extended position to permit the glasses 
to be used. When it is again desired to re 
wind the chain the latter is given a slight 
pull thus disengaging the pin 10 from the 
keeper 13 and retracting the pin to the inner 
end of the slot 11, as shown in Fig. 5 of the 
drawings. When the pin is in this position 
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the chain is gradually released thus permit 
ting the spring 7 to uncoil thereby revolving 
the spring casing and reel in the proper di 
rection for winding up the chain. 
The casing 1 may be secured at the de 

sired position on the clothing in any suitable 
manner and is here shown as being provided 
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with a pin 14 which is inserted through an 
aperture in the rear square end of the pivot 
stud 4 thereby securing the same in the body 
portion 2 of the casing. 
From the foregoing description taken in 

connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, the construction and operation of the 
invention will be readily understood with 
out requiring a more extended explanation. 

Various changes in the form, proportion 
and the minor details of construction may 
be resorted to without departing from the 
principle or Sacrificing any of the advan 
tages of the invention as defined in the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an eyeglass holder, a main casing, 

a combined spring casing and reel revolubly 
mounted in said main casing, an eyeglass 
holder chain adapted to be wound on and off 
said reel, a coiled spring in Said spring cas 
ing adapted to be wound up by said chain 
when the latter is unwound from said reel, 
a catch pin slidably mounted in Said reel 
and operated by Said chain, and a keeper 
adapted to receive said pin thereby holding 
the reel against operation. 

2. In an eyeglass holder a main casing, a 
combined spring casing and reel revolubly 
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mounted therein, a reel operating spring in 
said spring casing, a catch pin slidably 
mounted in Said reel, an eyeglass holding 
chain operatively connected to said pin, a 
keeper arranged in said main casing, a guide 
finger adapted to guide Said catch pin into 
said keeper when said pin is moved to a 
proper position by said chain and means 
Whereby said pin is released from the keeper 
to permit said reel to be revolved by said 
spring to wind up said chain. 

3. In an eyeglass holder, a main casing 
formed in telescopically engaged sections, a 
pivot stud engaged with one of said sec 
tions, a holder fastening pin arranged in 
the outer end of said stud whereby the latter 
is secured in place, a combined spring cas 
ing and reel revolubly mounted on said stud, 
a reel operating spring in said spring cas 
ing, a chain adapted to be wound on said 
reel by the unwinding of Said spring and to 
wind up said spring when unwound from 
the reel, a catch pin slidably mounted in 
said reel, and operated by said chain, a 
keeper to receive said pin and thereby hold 
said reel against retrograde movement by 
said spring and means whereby said pin is 
released from said keeper. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand in presence of two Subscribing Wit 
eSSeS. 

EDWARD W. DICK. 

Witnesses: 
HENRY A. MoRGAN, 
HAROLD M. DAKIN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D.C.' 
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