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This invention relates to merchandise -display devices,
and more particularly to such a device in which the
merchandise is adapted to be rotated for display.

There have been many ways in the past of displaying
merchandise for sale in retail stores on tables or counters.
For instance, stepped shelves, partitioned boxes, and
display cards have all been used. There are, however,
. certain disadvantages in the use of all of these structures.

For example, in some a large amount of space is occu-
pied for a relatively small amount of goods being dis-
played. Therefore counters or tables become cluttered,
when a large amount of merchandise is to be displayed,
which not only gives an unpleasing appearance to cus-
tomers, but also results in goods being hidden, thereby
making it extremely difficult for a customer to select the
particular type, brand, color, or size desired. My in-
vention solves these problems mherent in the ordinary
merchandise structures.

The object of my invention is to prov1de a merchandise
display device, pleasing to the eye, which occupies a
minimum of space and enables orderly and effective
classification of goods such as fountain pens, toothbrushes,

and the like as to type, color, brand, or size.

My invention provides a merchandise display device -

comprising a supporting frame on which are mounted
one or more carrier members spaced apart and rotatable
about an axis. One or more merchandise holders adapted
to hold articles of merchandise are rotatably mounted at
or adjacent the periphery of the carrier member or mem-
bers. Each merchandise holder is provided with a driv-
ingly engageable surface. A stationary driving member
is mounted on the supporting frame and positioned so
that upon rotation of the carrier member or members, the
aforementioned surface of each merchandise holder is
successively brought into dr1vmg contact therewith where-
by each merchandise holder is rotated.

An advantageous embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described below with reference to the illustration
thereof in the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the display device;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation taken from the right of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation taken on the line 3—3
of Fig. 1; and

Fig. 41is a perspectwe view of one of the merchandise
holders incorporated in the device.

In this embodiment of the invention a pair of spaced,
parallel carrier plates 1 and 2 are employed. They are
rotatably mounted on shafts 3 within a supporting frame
4, Thesg carrier plates 1 and 2 are held apart by spac-
ing bars 5 fastened to the carrier plates 2 and 3 by nuts
6.

A plurality of merchanidse holders 7 each rotatable
on a shaft 8 are mounted at or adjacent the periphery of
the carrier plates 1 and 2. Each merchandise holder 7
comprises side members 9 and 10 each having a plurality
of oblate apertures 11. The side members 9 and 10 are
held apart and rotatably relatively fixed with respect to
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each other by a rectangular spacing bar 12 and are
positioned such that the apertures 11 of each are in longi-
tudihal alignment. The shaft 8 passes longitudinally
through the spacing bar 12 and the center of the side
members 9 and 10.. The peripheral edge of each side
member 10 is adapted to engage a driving member 13 sta-
tionarily affixed to the supporting frame 4. A knob 14
is provided to rotate the carrier plates 1 and 2, or, a
motor 15 mounted on the frame 4 behind an advertising
shield 16, or at any other convenient place, may be used
to serve that purpose. The handle 14 may well be placed
on either side of the frame 4.

When this device is used in a retail store, merchan-
dise, shown for example as a toothbrush package 17, is
inserted in the apertures 11 of the merchandise holders 7.
To facilitate ease of handling of the merchandise, the
side members 9 and 18 are spaced so that the side member
9 is approximately half way between the carrier plates
1 and 2, thus the shaft 8 extends outwardly from the
side member 9. The customer in order to see each item
of merchandise turns the knob 14, which rotates the car-
rier plates 1 and 2 through their orbit thereby successively
bringing the peripheral edge of the side member 10 of
each merchandise holder 7 into contact with the driving
member 13. The driving member 13 is an arcuate seg-
ment with a frictional engaging surface and is of such a
length and positioned such that each merchandise holder
7 when brought into driving contact therewith is rotated
completely through its orbit in view of the customer,
thereby emabling the customer to choose “the particular
item of merchandise desired. The length and position
of the engaging member 13 is, of course, dependent upon
the circumference of the side members 10. While I
have used frictional engaging means to rotate the mer-
chandise holders 7, it is understood that other types of
engaging means could also be used.

While I have described a new and useful type of a
rotating merchandise display device it is understood that
the drawings and description’ are to be interpreted in
an illustrative rather than a limiting sense, since various
modifications may be made within the spirit and scope
of the invention defined by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. "A merchandise display device comprising a sup-
porting frame; at least two parallel carrier members
spaced apart and rotatably mounted on said supporting
frame; means for rotating said carrier members; a plu- -
rality of merchandise holders rotatably mounted on shafts
on said carrier members, each said merchandise holder
comprising at least two parallel side members spaced
apart and constructed to support articles of merchandise
and having a drivingly engageable surface; and stationary
means affixed to said supporting frame and engageable
with said drivingly engageable surfaces during rotation
of said carrier members to effect rotation of said mer-
chandise holders relative to said carrier members.

2. A merchandise display device compnsmg a sup-
porting frame;. at least two parallel carrier members
spaced apart and rotatably mounted on said supporting
frame; means for rotating said carrier members; a plu-
rality of merchandise holders rotatably mounted on shafts
on said carrier members, each said merchandise holder
comprising at least two parallel side members spaced
apart, a plurality of apertures in each said side member,
and a drivingly engageable surface, the side members of
each merchandise holder being positioned such that the

- apertures in one are in longitudinal alignment with the

apertures in the other; and a stationary means affixed to
said supporting frame engageable with said drivingly -
engageable surfaces during rotation of said carrier mem-



2,834,479

3

bers to effect rotation of said merchandise holders rela-
tive to said carrier members.

3. In a merchandise display device as described in
claim 2 in which the drivingly engageable surface of each
merchandise holder is a side member thereof.

4. A merchandise display device comprising a sup-
porting frame, a carrier member rotatably mounted on
said supporting frame, a plurality of merchandise holders
rotatably mounted on shafts on said carrier member and
arranged in a series about the axis of rotation of the
carrier member, a driving member mounted on the sup-
porting frame and having a stationary driving surface
portion concentric with the axis of rotation of said car-
rier member, each of said merchandise holders having a
peripheral surface directly engageable with said sta-
tionary driving surface upon rotaticn of the carrier
member, whereby upon rotation of the carrier member
the merchandise holders are caused to rotate relative to
the carrier member.

5. A merchandise holder as set forth in claim 4 in
which each merchandise holder includes spaced, substan-
tially parallel circular side members, the side members
have aligned apertures to receive articles to be displayed,
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and the periphery of at least one of said side members
forms the surface engageable with the stationary member.

6. A merchandise holder as set forth in claim 5 in
which all of said merchandise holders rotate about axes
equidistantly spaced from the axis of rotation of said
carrier member.

7. A merchandise holder as set forth in claim 4 in
which the stationary driving surface portion of the driving
member is located within the series of merchandise
holders.
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