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This invention pertains to the art of lighting
fixtures, and comprises primarily a novel form
of hanger unit designed for suspending fixtures
of the fluorescent lamp type.

A primary object of my invention has been
to preduce a simple and cheap construction of
hanger unit but one which is adapted to be read-
ily interengaged with the usual housing of a

fluorescent light, or disengaged therefrom, when.

necessary.

A further object of my invention has been to
50 design my hanger unit that it comprises com-
plemental members pivotally connected at the
inner ends thereof and equipped with fixture

supporting arms at the outer ends thereof, there |

being provided certain novel locking means inter-
mediate the inner end portions of the hanger
members for holding the latter rigidly in fixture
suppoerting position, but adapted for readily per-
mitting the movement of the hanger members
relatively to each other incident to the engaging
of the hanger unit with the lighting fixture, or
the disengagement of the said parts.

Fer a full understanding of my invention ref-
erence may be had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which:

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of
a lighting fixture of the fluorescent type, the same
shown as being supported by means of a hanger

unit embodying my invention, said hanger unit i

suspended by means of chain supports.

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1, showing
the adaptability of my hanger unit to being sup-
ported by means of the conduit often provided

for containing the electric wires that supply cur- :

rent to the lamp of the lighting fixture, such a
conduit being shown in its supported engaged
relation to the hanger unit.

Figure 3 is a fragmentary view showing more

clearly the locking feature of my hanger unit, 4

the same illustrated as when rigidly holding the
hanger members in interlocked position for sup-
porting the lighting fixture.

Mgure 4 is a sectional view of the hanger unit,
taken ahout on the line 4—4 of Figure 3.

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 3, but
showing the hanger members slightly separated
as when they are unlocked to permit upward
movement of their outer ends for disengagement
from the housing of the lighting fixture, or for
engagement therewith. '

Specifically describing my invention, and re-
ferring particularly to the drawings, my hanger
unit comprises primarily two complemental
hanger members | and 2. These members arg
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stamped from flat sheet metal which are disposed
vertically flatwise and are pivoted together by
meains of a pivot member 3 at their uppermost
inner portion. At the outer end, each of the
hanger members | and 2 curves downwardly and
is formed with a lateral arm 4 at the Jower inner
portion of the downward extension thereof,

The arms 4 of the hanger members | .and 2
are designed to engage in grooves in the opposite
sides of the housing A of the light fixture. The
housing A supports the Auorescent light or lamp
tubes in a conventional manner, and to the un-
derside of the housing A is attached the reflector
B, which also may be of generally conventional
form.

Asa means for substantially rigidly connecting
the hanger members 1 and 2 together in their
position of engagement with the housing A, I
provide, in the hanger member 2, at its inner
lower end portion, an L-shaped slot 6, and
mounted in a slot formed in the inner lower
portion of the hanger member 1 is a lock member
orpin 1. ‘The lock member T is adapted to.move
upwardly and downwardly in the slot of the
member I and is likewise adapted to pass through
the entrance portion &a of the slot 6 and drop
into the wvertical portion of said slot 6 for locking
the members | and 2 together in the position
shown in Figures 1 and 2.

The hanger unit or device which I have gen-
erally described above is intended to suspend the
lighting figture with which it is used, in two
different ways which are illustrated in Figures
1 and 2.

In Figure 1 the hanger unit comprising pri-
marily the members | and 2 is intended to be
supported by means of a chain or chains desig-
nated 8. In actual practice, dependent upon the
length of the light unit, one or more of these
chains will be employed, and they are attached
to-the hanger unit by means of an auxiliary chain
2 and suitable hooks {8, as seen in Figure 1.

According ‘to the construction of Figure 2, the
suspending means for the light fixture will com-
prise the conduit 14 from which may lead off the
wires for supplying the electric current to the
fluorescent lamps that are suspended. below the
housing A and between the sides of the reflector B.
In other words, aceording to the construction of
the suspending means in Figure 2, the conduit
{1 provides the support for the lighting fixture.

In order to enable the hanger unit to cooperate
with the conduit {1, the hanger members | and 2
are formed at their innermost ends with recesses

5 B as seen best in Figure 3, and the conduit I{ will
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be embraced between the opposite recesses 5, one
of which, of semi-circular general form, is pro-
vided in each of the members { and 2.

The operation of engaging the hanger unit of
my invention with the housing A of the lighting
fixture will now be described. The hanger mem-
pers | and 2 are separated at their middle por-
tions by relative upward pivotal movement of the
outer ends thereof, after the lock pin or member
7 has been raised to the upper end or entrance
portion 6a of the L.-shaped slof §. In such posi-
tion the lock pin permits the said separation
movement by upward pivotal action of the mem-
bers 1 and 2, so that the supporting arm 4 may
be separated sufficiently to permit the hanger
unit to move downwardly toward the top portion
of the housing A, and the arms 4 to be inter-
engaged with the grooved portions A’ at opposite
sides of the housing A. Thereupon, this action
having been completed, the locking member is
permitted to drop down into the vertical portion
of the slot 6 and will effectively lock the members
{ and 2 in their position of engagement of the
arms 4 with the opposite grooved portions of the
housing A. Since the movement of the lock mem-
ber is gravitative, it normally lies at the lower
portion of the vertical section of the slot 8, and
therefore there is no likelihood of the disengage-
ment of the locking portions of the two members
{ and 2 after the arms 4 have once been emplaced
in the groove A’ of the housing A, thus effecting
complete interlocking cof the arms 4 with the
housing A.

My hanger unit is made substantially entirely
of metal stampings of relatively simple construc-
tion, and provides a very rigid and complete sup-

-porting unit for a lghting fixture of the type in
conjunction with which it is used.

Should it be desired to remove the lighting fix-
ture, it may be readily detached from the hanger
unit or units that support it, and the operation
will be to push upwardly on the lock member T
and pull the arms 4 out of the grooves A’ of the
fixture housing A. The above will enable the dis-
engagement of the hanger unit from the lighting
fixture in a self-evident manner, with the lecking
member disposed as in Figure 3.

Tn the formation of the members { and 2 of
the hanger unit, the inner portions thereof will
be wider than the outer portions, this being de-
girable in order to provide for the formation of
the slot in the inner portions of the members |
and 2 and the mounting of the lock feature com-
prising the locking member or pin 1.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is:

1. Tn 2 hanger unit for lighting fixtures, or the
like, in combination, complemental hanger mem-
bers, each comprising a vertical sheet metal-like
body, pivotally connected together at their upper
inner ends and each member provided with a
fixture supporting arm adjacent to its outer end,
and means at the lower inner ends of the hanger
members for lockingly connecting the same to
maintain their outer arms in supporting engage-
ment with a lighting fixture.

2. A hanger unit as set forth in claim 1, in
which the locking means comprises 32 movable
locking pin adapted to interlockingly connect
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the innermost portions of the hanger members
together.

3. A hanger unit as set forth in claim 1, com-
bined with suspending means for the hanger unit
engaged with each of the hanger members there-
of, comprising a wire conduit, the hanger mem-
bers having complemental porfions interlocking
with saig conduit.

4. A hanger unit as set forth in claim 1, com-
bined with suspending means for the hanger unit
engaged with each of the hanger members there-
of, comprising a wire conduit, the hanger mem-
bers having portions interlocking with the said
conduit, the hanger members being formed at
their inner adjacent ends with recesses adapted
to receive the said conduit for establishing the
interlocking of the latter with the hanger unit.

5. A hanger unit of the class described, com-
prising complemental members disposed in sub-
stantial alinement, g pivotal connection between
the upper inner portions of said hanger members
permitting the outer portions of said members to
swing upwardly, each hanger member being
formed at its outer end with a downwardly and
% inwardly extending arm for engaging a lighting
fxture, and a locking member slidably carried
by one of the hanger members adjacent to its
inner end and movable into interlocking engage-
‘ment with the other of said hanger members at
the inner end of the latter whereby to hold the
hanger members in fixed relation with their
cuter arms engaged with a lighting fixture.

6. A hanger unit as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the locking member carried by one of the hanger
members is mounted for vertical movement in a
slot formed in the latter, and wherein the other
hanger member is formed with an L-slot for per-
mitting interengagement of the locking member
carried by the complemental hanger member for
holding the two hanger members of the unit in
fixed relation as stated.

7. Tn s hanger unit for lighting fixtures, or
the like, in combination, complemental hanger
members pivotally connected together at their
upper inner ends and each member provided with

a fixtyre supporting arm adjacent to its outer
end, and means at the lower inner ends of the
hanger members for lockingly connecting the
same to maintain their outer arms in supporting
engagement with a lighting fixture, the adjacent
inner ends of the said hanger members having
complemental recessed portions to receive and
support a horizontal wire conduit. '

8. A unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
fiat metal of the outer arm of each hanger mem-
ber is extended inwardly and bent laterally to
form the fixture supporting portion of the
member.
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