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To alluvhom, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, RALPH N. PIERPOINT, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
residing at Alexandria, in the county of 
Alexandria and State of Virginia, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Drip-Pans for Refrigerator-Cars, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to drip pans for 

refrigerator cars, and its object is to pro 
vide an improved device of this character 
constructed in such manner that ready ac 
cess may be had to the bolts supporting the 
draft rigging without injury to the pans 
and without the necessity of removing the 
ice from the car. 

In the refrigerator cars with which I am 
familiar, the drip pans extend entirely 
acrossone end of the car and the bolts which 
secure in position the timbers from which 
the draw bar or draft rigging is supported 
pass through the floor of the car and 
through the drippans in such manner that 
when these bolts have to be replaced or other 
repairs have to be made the bottom of the 
drip pan is considerably cut and damaged, 
and it requires the services of a tinner for. 
a considerable time to repair the drip pan 
after the necessary repairs to the caritself, 
have been made. By virtue of the con 
struction that I have devised, the aforesaid 
repairs may be readily made without in any 
way interfering with or damaging the drip 

S. 

p Further objects and advantages of the in 
vention Will be set forth in the detailed de 
scription which now follows. 
In the accompanying drawings Figure 1 

is a perspective view of a drippan arrange 
ment constructed in accordance with the 
invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical 
section therethrough. Fig. 3 is a plan view 
with a part of the cover broken away, and 
Fig. 4 isa detailed longitudinal Section upon 
a reduced Scale of the cover hereinafter de 
scribed. 

Like numerals designate corresponding 
parts in all of the figures of the drawing. 

Referring to the drawing, the numerals 5 
and 6 designate the side Walls and 7 desig 
nates the end Wall of a refrigerator car. A 
bulk-head 8 spans the car and lies in spaced 
relation to the end wall 7 to provide room 
therebetween for the drippans. 

In refrigerator cars with which I am fa 
miliar the entire space between the side 
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walls 5 and 6, the end Wall 7 and bulk-head 
8 has been occupied by the drip pan and the 
essential difference between the arrangement 
heretofore employed, and the present inven 
tion lies in the fact that I provide two sep 
arate and distinct drippans 9 and 10 having 
the usual drainage recesses 11 and 12 and 
drain pipes 13 and 14. The usual metallic 
lining 15 overlaps the Walls of these drip 
pans, as indicated at 16, and a section of 
such lining indicated at 17 is provided with 
a bowed outstanding flange 18 for a pur 
pose hereinafter set forth. The innerside 
Walls of the drippans 9 and 10 are provided 
with horizontal flanges 19 to form track 
ways for the reception of the grooved 
flanges 20 of a bowed cover 21, said cover 
Spanning the space between the pans 9 and 
10 and the inner end of the cover lying be 
neath the bowed flange 18, so that thedrip 
from the ice (not shown) will be effectively 
conducted into one or the other of the pans. 
Keepers 22 are for the purpose of receiv 
ing the supporting members of the gratings 
upon which the ice is placed. These sup 
porting members and gratings are not 
shown because they form no part of the 
present invention, but are well known to 
those familiar with refrigerator cars. The 
outer endwall of the cover 21 is provided 
with handles 23. A staple 24 carried by 
bulk-head 8, passes through an opening. 25 
When the cover is shoved invardly and a pin 
26 may then be passed through said staple 
to lock the cover against accidental dislodg 
ment when the car is in transit and is sub 
jected to considerable vibration. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

seen that the provision of the independent 
and spaced drippans 9 and 10 leaves a clear 
space, unobstructed by Said pans and in 
which the bolts 27 lie. These bolts support 
heavy timbers 28, and these timbers in turn 
support, through the medium of bolts 29, 
the draft rigging or draw bar indicated at 
30. Since this is the point at which draft 
is applied to the car, and since constant 
threshing back and forth of the cars during 
transit and when being coupled together, 
subjects these parts to very great strain, it 
follows that the bolts 27 are frequenty bent 
and broken to Such an extent as to necessi 
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tate their removal and the replacement 
thereof as well as necessitating repairs to 
the frame of the car itself at that point. 
With a device constructed in accordance 
with the present invention, When it is de 
sired to make such repairs, it is only neces 
sary to remove the pin 26 and cover 21 by 
sliding said cover outwardly This leaves 
the bolts readily accessible and the necessary 
repairs may be made without cutting or 
damaging the drippans in any Way 
When the cover 21 is in position, its 

bowed top conducts the drip Water into one 
or the other of the pans 9 and 10. The 
outer end of said cover is provided with a 
curved upstanding flange 31, and the rear 
end of the cover isprovided with a corre 
sponding flange 32, said flange 32 lying be 
neath flange 18 when the cover is in position: 
While the elements shown and described 

are well adapted to serve the purposes for 
which they are intended, itis apparent that 
various modifications may be made Without 
departure from the invention. Many WayS 
may be resorted to of mounting the cover 
21, the essential point being that there shall 
be independent spaced drip pans with a re 
movable cover spanning the space between 
them and acting in conjunction with the 
drippans to direct the drip Water to the drains 13 and 14. 
Having described my invention what I 

claim is:- 
1. In a device of the character described, 

the combination with a car having draft 
rigging-Supporting bolts extending through 
the floor thereof, of a drip pan resting upon 
the car floor upon each side of said bolts 
and a removable cover of such configuration 
as to direct the drip Water into one or the 
other of Said pans overlying said bolts and 
spanning the Space between said drip pans. 

2. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a car having draft rigging-Supporting bolts extending through 
the floor thereof, of a drip pan upon each 
side of said bolts resting upon the car floor 
and a removable cover supported from said 
drip pansoverlying said bolts and Spanning 
the space between said drip pans, and a de 
flecting flange supported from the Wall of 
the car and overhanging the inner end of 
said cover, said cover being of Such configu 
ration asto direct the drip Water into one or 
the other of Said pans. 

3. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a car having draft rigging-Supporting bolts extending through 
the floor thereof, of a drip pan resting upon 
the car floor upon each side of said bolts, a 
removable cover overlying said bolts and 
spanning the Space between said drip pans, 
and servingto direct the drip Waterinto one 
or the other of Said pans, and means sup 
ported from the wall of the car and coöper 
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ating with said cover to prevent the pas 
sage of drip Water between the inner end of 
said cover and the wall of the car, said cover 
resting directly upon the inner side Walls of 
the drip pans. 

4. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a car having draft 
rigging-Supporting bolts extending through 
the floor thereof, of a drip pan upon each 
side of said bolts, a removable cover over 
lying Said bolts and spanning the Space be 
tween said drip pans, said cover being of 
such configuration as to direct the drip 
water into one or the other of said pans, a 
vertical flange formed upon the upper face 
of said cover and adiacent each end thereof, 
and a fixed flange supported from the wall 
of the car and overhanging the innermost 
flange of the cover. 

5. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a car having draft rigging-supporting bolts extending through 
the floor thereof, of a drip pan upon each 
side of Said bolts, a removable cover over 
lying said bolts and Spanning the space be 
tween said drip pans, Said cover being of 
such configuration as to direct the drip 
water into one or the other of Said pans, a 
vertical flange formed upon the upper face 
of said cover and adiacent each end thereof, 
and means for slidably mounting said cover 
upon said pans. 

6. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a car having draft 
rigging-supporting bolts extending through 
the floor thereof, of a drip pan upon each 
side of said bolts, a removable cover overly 
ing said bolts and Spanning the Space be 
tween said drip pans, Said cover being of 
such configuration as to direct the drip 
water into one or the other of Said pans, a 
vertical fiange formed upon the upper face 
of Said cover and adiacent each end thereof 
a fixed flange supported from the wall of 
the car and overhanging the innermost 
flange of the cover and means for slidably 
mounting said cover upon said pans. 

7. In a device of the character described, 
the combination with a car body, of a pair 
of spaced independent drip pans located at 
one end of said car body and at opposite 
sides thereof, the adiacent edges of said drip 
pansbeing bent to form guides, a cover hav 
ing a convexupper face and provided at its 
longitudinal edges with guideways for en 
gaging said guides, upstanding flanges upon 
the upper face of said cover and at the oppo 
site ends thereof and a fixed bowed flange 
supported from the wall of the car and be 
neath which the innermost end of the cover 
lies When said cover is in its closed position. 

8. The combination with a refrigerator 
car, of a pair of drippans supported di 
rectly upon the floor of Said carat one end 
thereof, said drip pans being Spaced from 
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each other in such manner as to leave the asto conduct the drip water into one or the 10 
central portion of the car adjacent its end, other of said pans. 
unobstructed by said pans, and a removable In testimonywhereof I affix my signature 
cover spanning the space between said drip in presence of two witnesses. 
pans and supported directly upon the inner 
side walls of Said spaced pans, said cover RALPHN. PIERPOINT. 
protecting that portion of the floor of the Witnesses: 
car between said drip pansfrom the drip FRANK. E. RoAT, 
water, said coverbeing of Such configuration NEvELL LYLEs. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C'º 


