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My invention relates to electric signs and particularly to the type set forth in my co 
pending application Serial Number 542,999 
wherein the sign embodies a casing and an 
illuminating element in the form of a "neon” 
tube mounted in the casing. 

It is the purpose of my present invention 
to provide a mounting plate of “bakelite' or 
other suitable material for the “neon' tube 

10 which is adapted to be detachably secured 
within a casing in covering and spaced rela 
tion to the rear wall of the latter, the se 
curing means of the plate also constituting 
means for mounting the casing upon a de 
sired support. Furthermore, by providing 
such a mounting plate the "neon' tube is 
secured thereon while the plate is removed 
from the casing so that a self contained unit 
is produced whose mounting in the casing 

20 is effected merely by the securance of the plate, thus avoiding the necessity of effect 
ing the mounting of the tube directly with 
in the casing, an operation having obvious 
disadvantages. 
A further purpose of my present invention 

is to provide animproved connection between 
the terminals of the “neon tube and the ter 
minals of the circuit in which the tube is in 
cluded, such connection being also adapted for assembly in the self contained unit here 
tofore mentioned before said unit is secured 
within a containing case. 

In the drawings chosen to illustrate my 
invention the scope whereof is set forth in the appended claims: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a sign em. 
bodying my invention with the sign element 
which constitutes the front of the casing dis 
closed removed and with some of the electric 
wiring associated with the sign shown dia grammatically; 

Figure 2, a section on the line 2-2 of Fig 
ure 1 with the sign element in place; 

Figure 3 a detail view of the “neon' tubes 
with the flexible insulating members engaged 
thereon, one of the members being shown in 
section; and 
Figure 4, an enlarged detail view of one of 

50 the neon tube supporting brackets. 
Referring to the drawings, A indicates a 
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casing having a rear wall 10, a top wall 11, 
a bottom wall 12, and side walls 18 and 14. 
The front of the casingis adapted to be closed 
by a suitable sign element 15 which is held : 
in place by a frame 16 formed to telescope 
over the casing A as shown in Figure 2. The 
sign element 15 is, in this instance, shown as 

f pane on which the desired sign is 
delineated in any preferred manner, so as 
to be EE when the sign is illuminated. Disposed in the casing Ain cov 
ering relation to the rear wall 10 is an in 
sulating plate 17 of “bakelite or other suit 
able material. The plate 17 is spaced from 
the rear wall 10 by tibular bushings 18 pref 
erably of insulating material and screws 19 
are engaged through the plate 17, bores of 
respective bushings 18 and then threaded : 
through the rear wall 10 so as to project to the exterior of the latter and provide means 
for attaching the casing to a fixed support 
when desired. The illuminating structure of: 
the sign is assembled with the plate 17 as a 
unit while the latter is removed from the cas 
ing. This facilitates the manufacture of the 
sign by rendering it easier to mount such ill 
luminating structure on the plate and then 
mount the plate carrying the structure within the casing. 
The illumination of the sign is had through 

the instrumentality of a neon' tube 20 
which is supported from the plate 17 by 
brackets B, each of which latter is formed 
of a metal strip having one end secured to 
the plate 17 and its other end bent to form ' 
an eye 21. The eyes 21 of the brackets are axially alined longitudinally of the plate 17 
and Re tube 20 engages through these eyes. 
Engaged over each end of the tube 20 is a . flexible tube 22 of insulating material, pref-' 
erably of stout rubber, Mounted transverse 
ly through the wall of each tube 22 is a bind 
ing post 23 and each of said posts is con 
nected to the adjacent terminal of the tube 
20 by a flexible conductor 24, which is dis- 95 
posed entirely within the related tube 22. 
One end of the tube 20 is grounded through a 
conductor 25 leading from a binding post 
23, casing A, and conductor 26. The other 00 
end of the tube 20 is connected to a suitable 
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coil (not shown) by a conductor 27, leadin 
from the related binding post 23. A switc 
28 is included in the conductor 27 for mak 
ing and breaking the circuit through the tube 
20 as will be obvious. A cushion 29 is inter 
posed between the tube 20 and plate 17 to 
protect the tube against damage as a result 
of vibration. 

I claim: 
10 1. An electric sign unit Epig a plate 

of insulating material adapted to be detach 
ably secured in a casing in covering relation 
to the rear wall thereof, a “neon'tube mount 
ed on the plate, a flexible tubular insulating 

15 member engaged on each end of the tube, a 
binding post carried by and projecting into 
the bore of each member, and an electrical 
connection leading from each binding post 
to the adjacent terminal of the tube. 

20 2. An electric sign unit g a plate 
of insulating material adapted to be detach 
ably secured to a casing in covering relation 
to the rear wall thereof, brackets secured to 
said plate, each bracket comprising a me 

25 tallic strip having its free end bent to form 
an eye portion, the eye portions of the several 
brackets being disposed in axial alinement; 
and a "neon'tube engaged through the eye 
portions of the brackets to be supported by 

30 the latter. 
3. An electric sign comprising a casing, a 

plate of insulating material therein, said 
plate being did in covering relation to 
the rear wall of the casing, insulating tubu 

35 lar spacing members interposed between the 
plate and the rear wall of the casing, screws 
securing said plate to the rear wall of the 
casing and passing through the bores of the 
spacing members, said screws also providing 

40 means for securing the casing to a support; 
and a "neon'tube mounted on the plate. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my signature. 
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