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This invention relates in general to a cover for coin 
slots and more particularly to a dust excluding cover car 
rying indicia posted thereon. 
The cover to be described hereinafter finds ready 

adaptation to use with a coin gauge of a coin operated 
telephone and the preferred embodiment shown in the 
accompanying drawings illustrates the device as applied 
to a pay-telephone. 
An object of the invention is to provide a suitable 

transparent cover for excluding dust from entering coin 
slots on coin operated devices as well as providing a coin 
obstructing surface at the point of coin application for 
carrying indicia. 
Another object of the invention is to provide means for 

the easy and convenient opening or lifting of the cover. 
Still another object of the invention is to provide a 

cover in keeping with the above objects which is easily 
mounted on existing coin operated equipment as well as 
being durable and of comparatively low cost to manu 
facture. 
A feature of the invention lies in the plurality of re 

cesses and tabs which permit any person, regardless of 
his dexterity, to easily operate the cover. 
Another feature of the invention resides in the em 

ployment of a bowed pintle upon which the cover is 
rotated, and which permits milling out of its carriage 
rather than a more expensive boring operation thereof. 
A further feature of the invention resides in the posi 

tioning of a flat coin obstructing surface at the exact 
point at which a person wishing to actuate the device to 
which it is attached must first have his attention directed 
to indicia or a message thereon. 

Still another feature of the invention resides in the 
clear plastic cover material which permits one to see the 
location and denomination of the coin gauge notwith 
standing that it is covered. 
These and other objects and features will be more par 

ticularly pointed out in the ensuing specification taken 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the invention as adapted 
to a well-known telephone pay-station which is shown in 
art. 

p Figure 2 is a side elevation of the device as shown in 
Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a rear elevation of the device as shown in 
Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is an enlarged front elevation of the un 
mounted cover and pintle. 

Figure 5 is an enlarged top view of the cover and 
pintle as shown in Figure 4. 
A detailed description of the invention follows. 
The cover 1 comprises two angularly disposed and 

transparent walls having plane surfaces 2 and 3 which 
are rigidly connected and angularly disposed to one an 
other. Any suitable solid transparent material may be 
employed. The preferred embodiment illustrated is made 
from two pieces of clear plastic that are joined together 
as hereinafter described. Use of this particular material 
is not arbitrary and its purpose will be set out herein 
after. 
The planes of surfaces 2 and 3 are preferably at right 

angles. As most coin gauges or slots for coin operated 
devices are atop or near the tops of these devices, sur 
face 2 is more or less vertically disposed while surface 
3 is more or less horizontally disposed, the purposes for 
which will be made apparent hereinafter. Beneath sur 
face 3 and rigidly affixed thereto, preferably by a plastic 

2 
cement, is a pintle carriage or sleeve 4. In the preferred 
form this carriage is cross-sectionally U-shaped due to 
the pintle carrying groove 5 therein. It is to be under 
stood, however, that an annular bore could be substi 

5 tuted therefor at a somewhat higher production cost. 
Carriage 4 is positioned parallel to surface 2 and between 
said surface and the rear edge 3a of surface 3. 

Within slot 5 is placed a bowed pintle 6 projecting 
slightly beyond the ends of carriage 4. These projecting 

10 ends of pintle 6 may be suitably journalled into ears 7a 
of a mounting 7. The degree of bowing is such that it 
is slightly greater than the depth of the carriage groove 
5. In this manner pintle 6 may be forced into carriage 
4 and be held immovable therein. In the preferred em 

15 bodiment illustrated, pintle 6 is journalled to ears 7a of 
mounting 7 thereby rotatably mounting cover 1. A base 
7b of the mounting is bored with four holes so that it 
can be affixed to the coin operated device by bolts or 
rivets. In the drawings base 7b is placed beneath a name 

20 plate 8 and affixed to the pay telephone case 9 by the 
same bolts 8a which formerly affixed the name plate. 
The placement of the pintle 6 is arranged so that sur 

face 2 of the cover rests flush against the face of coin 
gauge 10. In this manner, surface 3 shields the gauge 

25 from dust settling out of the air while surface 2 prevents 
entrance of foreign matter carried in the air from enter 
ing the coin slots directly. 
The lower corners of surface 2 have inwardly indented, 

smoothly curved recesses 2a and thereabove partially 
30 defining them are extensions 2b. The other surface 3 

rearward of pintle 6 tapers into a tab 3b. 
Across Surface 2 is placed printed indicia or a message 

to prospective users of the coin operated device. Par 
ticularly in coin telephones, customers will insert coins 

35 before reading instructions. The indicia proposed in the 
preferred embodiment states that such directions should 
be read before inserting a coin along with an arrow 
pointing to where such directions are to be found. The 
placing of this indicia at this particular point is very 

40 important because before a pay telephone of any type can 
be effectively used, coins must be inserted. Therefore, 
bold indicia at this very point of coin insertion cannot 
well be ignored and the import of such indicia is not 
lost. This indicia may be placed on surface 2 in any suit 

45 able manner. In the preferred embodiment of clear 
plastic as illustrated, the indicia may be hot stamped and 
then a bright pigment applied into the indentations of the 
stamping sharply setting out the indicia. 

Assuming that a customer desiring to actuate the coin 
operated device prepares to insert a coin, an ordinary 
cover would obscure both the position of the coin gauge 
as well as the denomination of coins which the gauge will 
accept. The transparent plastic cover not only protects 
the coin chutes from accumulating dust, or other foreign 
matter which may cause mechanical failure or even cir 
cuit failures in the actuating or coin disposal circuits 
within the substation itself due to its settling into the 
mechanism or onto circuit controlling contacts, but also 
enables the user to quickly locate the gauge and deter 
mine which denominations are acceptable notwithstand 
ing that the gauge is covered. The coin gauge or en 
trance slot visible thru cover 1 is blocked by surface 2 
and of necessity his attention is directed thereto. At 
this point, the indicia across the front surface 2 is in 
escapable. Having read the indicia, the cover is oper 
ated by placing a finger into either of the recesses 2.7, 
depending upon whether the person is right or left handed, 
and exerting a slight upward pressure thereby rotating 
it. If the person is not so inclined to operate the device 
thusly, he may place a finger or fingers on the tab por 
tion 3b of surface 3 and press downward. In either in 
stance, the cover 1 is rotated on pintle 6 journalled to 
ears 7a of the mounting member 7. A coin or coins 
may now be inserted into a dust free mechanism, there 
by insuring that there will occur no false operation from 
accumulation of dust therewith. After the coins have 
been inserted, cover 1 gravitationally returns to normal. 
An advantage incident in having a bowed pintle 6 

is that the carriage 4 may then be milled for groove 5 
instead of bored. Another advantage is realized in 
mounting the cover 1. The bowed pintle 6 is merely 
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pressed thru an ear 7a, thence thru slot 5 and finally 
thru the other ear 7a. In this manner, the highest por 
tion of the bow is tightly held against the underside of 
surface 3 so that no crimping or peening of the ends 
of the pintle is necessary. The bowed pintle further co 
operates with slot 5 to eliminate any play between pintle 
and carriage 4. 
The cover 1 as described is susceptible also of being 

molded in one piece and the inventor desires it to be 
known that he contemplates such a molded device as well 
as the preferred embodiment illustrated and described 
herein. 

Having described my invention and its operation in 
detail, what I claim is: 

1. In a telephone paystation the combination of a coin 
gauge having a plurality of coin apertures in a downwardly 
and rearwardly sloping flat face thereof and a transparent 
cover for said apertures comprising a unit of transparent 
material having two sections disposed at right angles to 
each other, one of said sections comprising a flat por 
tion larger than the face of said coin gauge, the other of 
said sections comprising a rearwardly extending portion 
having a pintle carriage extending longitudinally thereof 
at the middle of said section, a bowed pintle extending 
through said carriage and having its ends journalled in 
bearings adjacent said gauge, said cover thereby rotatable 
about said pintle, said weight of said flat portion of said 
one section and of that portion of said rearwardly ex 
tending section in front of said carriage causing said one 
section to always engage said coin gauge in such a man 
ner that said flat portion rests flush against said down 
wardly and rearwardly sloping flat face of said coin gauge 
thereby individually covering each of said apertures when 
said cover is in its natural position, a back part on said other section rearward of said pintle carriage acting as a 
flap whereby a coin depositor may lift said one section 
from the coin gauge by depressing said flap, and ends 
on said one section extending out from the sides of said 
gauge to enable a coin depositor to also engage either of 
said ends to lift said one section from engagement with 
said coin gauge face. 

2. In a telephone payStation the combination of a coin 
gauge having a plurality of coin apertures in a down 
wardly and rearwardly sloping flat face thereof and a 
transparent cover for said apertures comprising a unit 
of transparent material having two sections disposed at 
right angles to each other, one of said sections compris 
ing a flat portion of the approximate area of said sloping 
face, the other of said sections comprising a rearwardly 
extending portion having a pintle carriage extending 
longitudinally thereof at the middle of said section, a 
bowed pintle extending through said carriage and having 
its ends journalled in bearings adjacent said gauge, said 
cover rotatable about said pintle, said weight of said flat 

5 

() 

40 

4 
- portion of said one section and of that portion of said 
rearwardly extending section in front of said carriage 
causing said one section to always engage said coin gauge 
in such a manner that said flat portion rests flush against 
said downwardly and rearwardly sloping flat face of said 
coin gauge thereby individually covering each of said 
apertures when said cover is in its natural position, a 
back part on said other section rearward of said pintle 
carriage acting as a flap whereby a coin depositor may 
lift said one section from the coin gauge by depressing 
said flap. 

3. In a telephone payStation the combination of a coin 
gauge with a plurality of coin apertures in a downwardly 
and rearwardly sloping flat face thereof and a transparent 
cover for said apertures comprising a unit of transparent 
material having two sections disposed at right angles to 
each other, one of said sections comprising a flat por 
tion larger than the face of said coin gauge, the other of 
said sections comprising a rearwardly extending portion 
having a pintle carriage extending longitudinally thereof 
at the middle of said section, a bowed pintle extending 
through said carriage and having its ends journalled in 
bearings adjacent said gauge, said cover rotatable about 
said pintle, the weight of said flat portion of said one 
section and of that portion of said rearwardly extending 
section in front of said carriage causing said one section 
to always engage said coin gauge in such a manner that 
said flat portion rests flush against said downwardly and 
rearwardly sloping flat face of said coin gauge thereby 
individually covering each of said apertures when said 
cover is in its natural position, and ends on said one sec 
tion extending out from the sides of said gauge to enable 
a coin depositor to engage either of said ends to lift 
said one section from engagement with said coin gauge 
face. 
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