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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMEs E. DOOLITTLE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Bridgeport, county of Fairfield, State of 
Connecticut, have invented an Improvement 
in Corsets, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates more especially to 

the class of corsets known as abdominal cor 
sets and has for its object to produce a stock 
ing supporting corset of this character which 
shall be so constructed that the side Sup 
porters pull from the front of the corset out 
ward and downward over the abdomen and 
the center supporters pull from the sides of 
the corset inward over the abdomen and 
downward centrally, so that the tendency 
of the center supporters to spread apart and 
to tear the clasp covers away from the clasp 
members, leaving the lower ends of the clasp 
members exposed, is wholly done away with 
and both the side and center supporters act 
independently to hold the abdomen down, so 
that should either supporter become de 
tached from the stocking the other Sup 
porter will still be acting to hold the ab 
domen down. 

It has heretofore been a serious objection 
to stocking supporting abdominal corsets 
that the center supporters tended to pull 
away from the center instead of toward the 
center bringing a lateral strain on the clasp 
cover against the clasp members, which 
caused the lower ends of the clasp members 
to quickly wear through the clasp covers. 
This is wholly overcome by my present cor 
struction which provides that both the side 
and center supporters shall act independ 
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ently to hold the abdomen down so that 
should either supporter become detached in 
use the other supporter will act effectively 
in holding the abdomen down and further 
more insures that under no circumstances 
will sufficient lateral strain be brought upon 
the clasps to cause the latter to Wear 
through the clasp covers. 
The drawing is an elevation of a corset, 

partly broken away to illustrate the con 
struction and operation of my novel im 
provement. 

10 denotes the front sections, 11 the side 
sections, 12 the back sections, 13 the draw 
strips, 14 the clasp covers, 15 one of the 
clasps, 16 the center supporters, 17 the side 
supporters and 18 supplemental supporters 

which may or may not be used as an addi 
tional holding means for the stockings (not 
shown). The special style in which the 
front and side sections are made up and 
boned and the special style of supporters 
used are wholly immaterial so far as the 
present invention is concerned. The front 
and side sections are shown as secured to 
gether by side seams, indicated by 19. The 
draw strips extend obliquely downward and 
forward from the side seams. The rear ends 
of the draw strips are secured to the for 
ward edges of the side sections at a point 
adjacent the waist line of the corset. The 
clasp covers overlie the front ends of the 
draw strips and are secured thereto and to 
the front sections by seams 20. The upper 
edges of the draw strips are secured to the 
front sections by seams 21, and the lower 
edges of the draw strips are secured to the 
front section by seams 22 which, however, 
terminate at a distance back from the front 
edges of the front sections as at points indi 
cated by 23, at which points the draw strips 
and the front sections are firmly secured to 
gether in such a manner that they cannot 
get torn apart in use, leaving, however, the 
portions of the draw strips and the front 
sections forward of points 23 unattached. 
From points indicated by 24 the inner edges 
of the front sections fall outward away from 
the clasp covers, these free inner edges of 
the front sections being indicated by 25. 
From points 23 the lower edges of the draw 
strips, which are specifically indicated by 26, 
extend downward to the lower ends of the 
clasp covers, these lower edges 26 of the 
draw strips crossing the free inner edges 25 
of the front sections, as at 27, said edges 
being, however, wholly unattached to each 
other. The center supporters are attached 
to the lower ends of the draw strips and 
clasp covers and are adapted to engage the 
stocking on the inner side of the limb; the 
side supporters are attached to the lower 
ends of the front sections and are adapted 
to engage the stocking at the front or side 
of the limb; and the supplemental support 
ers are attached to the lower ends of the 
side sections. These supplemental support 
ers are provided merely as an additional 
supporting device for the stockings and may 
or may not be used, their use or non-use be 
ing immaterial so far as the present inven 
tion is concerned. 
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From the foregoing it will be observed 
that both the clasp covers and the draw 
strips at their lower ends are free of the 
body of the corset, and the center supporters 
16 are attached to both. Thus the pull of 
said supporters exerts a tension longitudi 
nally along the draw strips as well as longi 
tudinally of the clasp covers. This pull, 
because of the location of the Supporters be 
tween the nether limbs of the Wearer is from 
the sides obliquely downward and inward 
without any tendency to pull outward. The 
draw strips being Secured both to the side 
sections adjacent the Waist line and to the 
front sections act to draw both of these sec 
tions downward and inward over the abdo 
men and to hold the abdomen down. The 
pull of the side Supporters is in the oppo 
site direction, that is from the center ob 
liquely downward and outward. This is 
owing to the fact that the front sections below 
their point of attachment to the clasp covers 
fall away from the clasp covers, as clearly 
shown. The line of pull, therefore, of the 
side Supporters is upon the clasp covers and 
crosses the line of pull of the center sup 
porters upon the side and front sections. 
The result is that both center and side Sup 
porters act to hold the abdomen down by 
pulling downward obliquely in opposite di 
rections, and should either a center Sup 
porter or a side Supporter become detached 
from the stocking the supporter that re 
mains attached will still act to hold the 
abdomen down. Furthermore, owing to the 
fact that the pull of the center Supporters 
is from the sides toward the center, the 
Severe strains tending to separate the clasps 
and wear out the clasp covers are overcome 
and all tendency of the center Supporters to 
spread apart and to cause the clasps to wear 
through the clasp covers is done away with. 

Having thus described my invention I 
claim: 

993,765 

1. A corset provided with clasp covers, 
front sections secured thereto and having 
their forward edges cut away and diverging 
downwardly from each other to form an 
open space, the lower ends of Said clasp 
covers extending downwardly into the space 
thus formed, side sections secured to said 
front sections, draw strips extending for 
Wardly and downwardly over and secured 
to the faces of said front sections, the rear 
ends of said draw strips being secured to the 
side sections adjacent the Waist line, the for 
Ward ends of said draw strips projecting 
across and separate from the cut away por 
tions of the forward edges of said front sec 
tions and secured to the outside edges of said 
clasp covers, center supporters attached to 
the lower ends of said draw strips, and side 
supporters secured to said front sections and 
exerting a tension across the line of tension 
on said draw strips. 

2. A corset provided with clasp covers, 
front sections secured thereto and having 
their forward edges diverging downwardly 
from the adjacent edges of Said clasp covers, 
the lower ends of said clasp covers extend 
ing downwardly into the space thus formed, 
side sections secured to said front sections, 
supporters attached to said side sections, 
downwardly and forwardly extending draw 
strips stitched to said front Sections and se 
cured to the clasp covers, the stitching of 
the lower edges of said draw strips termi 
nating at a point removed from the outer 
edges of Said clasp cover, and supporters 
attached to the lower edges of said draw 
strips. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JAMES E. DOOLTTLE. 
Witnesses: 

WM. A. DoNAHUE, 
SABINA J. MoyNIHAN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 


