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This invention is directed to, and it is an ob 
ject to provide, a novel tap for oil drums or the 
like; the purpose of the tap being to facilitate 
the attachment of a Spigot Walve to a drum pre 
paratory to drawing off the liquid contents there 
of. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a tap for drums, which is designed so that the 
screw plug on a drum can be removed and the 
Spigot valve substituted without turning the drum 
on end, With attendant manual Strain, as is now 
necessary to prevent spillage of the liquid con 
tents during the valve attaching operation. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a tap for drums, which prevents flow of liquid 
contents from the drum, upon removal of the 
screw plug, even though the drum be resting on 
its side; this being accomplished by the use, in 
the usual tapped outlet orifice, of a novel fitting, 
which functions as above, when the drum is rolled 
On its side to a position with the outlet orifice 
at the top of the drum end. The Screw plug can 
then be removed and the Spigot Valve Substituted 
without spillage or leakage of the drum contents. 
An additional object of the invention is to pro 

duce a tap for drums, which is simple in Struc 
ture, and economical to manufacture. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a practical and convenient tap for drums, and 
one which will be exceedingly effective for the 
purpose for which it is designed. 
These objects are accomplished by means of 

such structure and relative arrangement of parts 
as will fully appear by a perusal of the following 
Specification and claims. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic side elevation of the 

drun including the novel fitting; the drum being 
in position for removal of the screw plug, but with 
the latter still in place in the fitting. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view but shows the valve as 
substituted for the screw plug; the valve being 
shown in full lines in its position when initially 
attached to the drum, and shown in dotted lines 
in its position of use after a half turn of Said 
drum. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged elevation, partly in Section, 
of the fitting, detached. 

Referring now more particularly to the char 
acters of reference on the drawings, the numera 
indicates an oil drum or the like, Which drun 

includes an end 2 having a tapped outlet orifice 
3 adjacent the edge thereof. 
In conventional practice a screw plug is thread 

ed into the tapped orifice 3 after filling of the 
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drum . Thereafter, at its destination, and 
when it is desired to attach a spigot valve to the 
drum, it has been necessary to up-end the drum 
so that the drum end 2 is uppermost. This is 
the only way in which the screw plug could be 
removed, for Substitution of the valve, Without 
spillage of the drum contents. Not only Was it 
inconvenient to up-end the drum, but it caused 
great manual strain, for the reason that a filled 
oil drum often approximates four hundred 
pounds in Weight. 
The present invention makes it possible to ac 

complish the substitution of the Spigot valve for 
the screw plug while the drum remains on its side; 
the invention being embodied in a novel fitting, 
indicated generally at 4. 
The fitting 4 comprises an annular body 5 hav 

ing a reduced-diameter, tubular neck 6 project 
ing axially inwardly therefrom. 
The annular body 5 is tapped, as at , and the 

tubular neck 6 is tapped, as at 8. 
Additionally, the tubular neck 6 is threaded, as 

at 9; this threading matching the tapped outlet 
orifice 3. 
A street L, indicated at 0, is Screwed, at its 

threaded end , into the tapped portion 8 of 
the tubular neck 6; the opposite end of Said street 
L. remaining open, as at 2. 
The above described fitting 4 is mounted on 

the drum 4 by Screwing the externally threaded 
portion 9 of the tubular neck 6 into the tapped 
outlet orifice 3 of Said drum. When the fitting 
4 is brought up tight, the street L 0 is disposed 
So that its open end 2 faces, and is relatively 
closed to, the adjacent side 3 of the drum, as 
clearly shown in Fig. 1. 
Thereafter, when the drum is filled, a con 

ventional screw plug 4 is run into the tapped 
portion of the annular body 5 to prevent loSS of 
contents from the drum during transport there 
of. 
At its destination, and when it is desired to Sub 

stitute a hand valve or spigot 5 for the Screw 
plug 3, the drum f is first rolled on its side 
until the fitting 4 is uppermost, or at the top of 
the drum end 2. In this position the drum may 
be blocked or cradled if desired. 
With the fitting 4 at the top of the drum end 

2, the open end 2 of the street L () is above 
the surface 6 of the liquid contents of the drum 
f; there being an air pocket 7 above said sur 
face with which said open end 2 of the street L 
communicates. This air pocket results for the 
reason that in filling drums, a certain amount 
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of air is permitted to remain therein to permit 
of expansion of the contents. 
With the open end 2 of the street - 0 in 

communication with the air pocket 7, the ScreW 
plug 4 can be removed and the hand valve or 
Spigot 5 Substituted Without any Spillage or 
leakage of the drum contents. 
After the threaded intake end of the valve 

f5 has been screwed into the fitting, the drum 
is rolled a half turn to place said valve in the po 
Sition of use Shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2. 
The described fitting thus provides a very con 

venient and ready device for facilitating the at 
tachment of a spigot valve to an oil drum or 
the like, while the drum remains on its side; yet 
preventing spillage or leakage While the valve 
is being Substituted for the Screw plug. As will 
be seen from Fig. 3, the size of the tapped thread 
ing 7 is the same as that of threads 9, so that the 
Screw plug originally used can be retained for 
Service in the new fitting. 
From the foregoing description it will be read 

ily seen that there has been produced such a de 
vice as Substantially fulfills the objects of the 
invention, as set forth herein. 
While this specification sets forth in detail the 

present and preferred construction of the device, 
still in practice Such deviations from Such detail 
may be resorted to as do not form a departure 
from the spirit of the invention, as defined by the 
appended claims. 

Having thus described the invention, What is 
claimed as new and useful, and upon which Let 
ters Patent are desired, is: 

1. In a rotatable fluid containing drum having 
a tapped Orifice in One end adjacent the edge 
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4. 
thereof, a tap comprising a paSSaged fitting ex 
ternally threaded to Screw into the orifice, the 
outer end of the fitting being internally threaded 
to alternately and selectively receive a screw plug 
and the threaded intake end of a Spigot, and a 
passage member rigid with the fitting and pro 
jecting into the drum when the fitting is mounted 
in the Orifice and having an Open inner end 
then disposed in facing relation to the side wall 
of the drum nearest said edge in closely spaced 
relation to said Wall. Whereby to allow of the ini 
tial removal of the plug from and mounting of 
the spigot in the fitting without spillage of the 
contents of the drum. When filled and When the 
drum is turned SO as to face Said open end of 
the passage member upwardly, while allowing of 
the withdrawal of Such contents through the 
spigot when the drum is rotated to dispose said 
Open end downwardly. 

2. A tap as in claim 1, in which the internal 
and external threads of the fitting are the same 
S2 
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