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Receive position data for a UAS with an 104 
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FIG. 6 
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UNMANNED AERAL SYSTEM POSITION 
REPORTING SYSTEMAND RELATED 

METHODS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This document claims the benefit of the filing date of U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application 61/029,094, entitled 
“Unmanned Aerial System Position Reporting Systems and 
Related Methods” to Limbaugh, et al., which was filed on 
Feb. 15, 2008, the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated 
entirely herein by reference. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH ORDEVELOPMENT 

This invention was made with Government support under 
Contract FA8750-07-C-0096 awarded by the Air Force. The 
Government has certain rights in this invention. 

BACKGROUND 

1. Technical Field 
Aspects of this document relate generally to control and 

position reporting systems for unmanned systems, such as 
aircraft and vehicles. 

2. Background Art 
Unmanned systems, particularly aircraft and ground 

vehicles, perform a wide variety of tasks, including mapping, 
reconnaissance, range finding, target location, combat, ordi 
nance destruction, and sample collection. The use of ground 
or water-based unmanned vehicles conventionally involves a 
remote operator guiding the vehicle while manned vehicles 
detect the presence of the unmanned vehicle using position 
tracking systems and methods (visual, radar, Sonar). Because 
of the speed and relatively small size of unmanned aerial 
systems (UASs) however, the use of visual and/or radar tech 
niques to detect the presence of the UAS may make it difficult 
for pilots of manned aircraft to avoid a collision. To reduce the 
risk of collision, many conventional UASs are operated in 
“sterilized airspace which has been previously cleared of all 
manned air traffic by air traffic controllers. 

SUMMARY 

Implementations of unmanned aerial system position 
reporting systems may utilize implementations of a first 
method of communicating the location of an unmanned aerial 
system (UAS). Implementations of the method may include 
receiving position data for a UAS with an air traffic control 
reporting system (ATC-RS) from a ground control station 
(GCS) in communication with the UAS, where the ATC-RS 
and the GCS are coupled together and located on the ground. 
The method may include transmitting the position data using 
one or more telecommunication modems included in the 
ATC-RS to an air traffic control center (ATC) and transmit 
ting the position data using an automatic dependent Surveil 
lance broadcast (ADS-B) and traffic information services 
broadcast (TIS-B) receiver to one or more aircraft. 

Implementations of first method of communicating the 
location of a UAS may include one, all, or any of the follow 
1ng: 
The method may include receiving a Voice signal from an 

operator of the UAS using the ATC-RS and transmitting the 
Voice signal using the one or more telecommunication 
modems included in the ATC-RS to the ATC. 
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2 
The method may include defining a beacon line of sight 

region using characteristics of the ADS-B and TIS-B trans 
ceiver. 
The method may include defining a radio frequency line of 

sight (RFLOS) region using the ATC-RS from characteristics 
of a radio frequency connection between the GCS and the 
UAS where the RFLOS region surrounds the ATC-RS. 
The method may include defining one or more terrain 

shadowed regions within the RFLOS region by using the 
ATC-RS to locate a contour of the one or more terrain based 
obstructions and to specify that the one or more terrain shad 
owed regions exist within a predetermined distance from the 
COntOur. 
The method may further include automatically rerouting 

the UAS as it enters the one or more terrain shadowed regions. 
Implementations of unmanned aerial system position 

reporting systems may utilize implementations of a second 
method of communicating the location of a UAS. Implemen 
tations of the second method may include defining an RFLOS 
region Surrounding an ATC using the ATC-RS and defining a 
beacon line of sight region Surrounding the ATC-RS using the 
ATC-RS where the ATC-RS includes an ADS-B and TIS-B 
transceiver. The method may further include transmitting 
position information of the UAS located within the RFLOS 
region to an ATC using one or more telecommunication 
modems included in the ATC-RS where the position informa 
tion is generated using position data received from a GCS 
coupled to the ATC-RS and in communication with the UAS. 
The method may also include transmitting position informa 
tion of the UAS using the ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver of the 
ATC-RS to one or more aircraft located within the beacon line 
of sight region, where the one or more aircraft include an 
ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver. 

Implementations of a second method of communicating 
the location of a UAS may include one, all, or any of the 
following: 

Defining the RFLOS region may further include using one 
or more characteristics of a radio frequency connection 
between the GCS and the UAS in defining the RFLOS region. 
Defining the beacon line of sight region may further include 
using one or more characteristics of the ADS-B and TIS-B 
transceiver in defining the beacon line of sight region. 

Defining the RFLOS region and defining the beacon line of 
sight region may further include defining a beacon line of 
sight region larger than the RFLOS region. 
The method may further include transmitting a voice signal 

from an operator of the UAS received by the ATC-RS using 
the one or more telecommunication modems. 
The method may further include defining one or more 

terrain shadowed regions within the RFLOS region by locat 
ing a contour of one or more terrain based obstructions and 
specifying that he one or more terrain shadowed regions exist 
within a predetermined distance from the contour. The 
method may further include automatically rerouting the UAS 
as it enters the one or more terrain shadowed regions. 

Implementations of unmanned aerial system position 
reporting systems may utilize implementations of a method 
ofenabling tracking of the position of a UAS using a first ATC 
and at least a second ATC. Implementations of the method 
may include establishing a first data connection and a first 
voice connection with the first ATC using one or more tele 
communications modems included in an ATC-RS coupled 
with a GCS in communication with the UAS, where the 
ATC-RS and the GCS are located on the ground. The method 
may include transmitting position information and a voice 
signal to the first ATC using the first data connection and the 
first voice connection where the position information is gen 
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erated using the ATC-RS from position data received by the 
ATC-RS from the GCS. The method may also include defin 
ing at least a first ATC sector and a second ATC sector, where 
the first ATC is located in the first ATC sector and the second 
ATC is located in the second ATC sector. The method may 
also include establishing a second data connection and a 
second Voice connection with the second ATC using the one 
or more telecommunications modems in response to the UAS 
entering the ATC transition Zone and closing the first data 
connection and the first voice connection with the first ATC 
after confirming the existence of the second data connection 
and the second voice connection with the second ATC. 

Implementations of a method of enabling tracking of the 
position of a UAS using a first ATC and at least a second ATC 
may include one, all, or any of the following: 

Defining an ATC transition Zone may further include defin 
ing a size of the ATC transition Zone using the speed of the 
UAS and the average time required to make a data connection 
and a voice connection with an ATC. 
The foregoing and other aspects, features, and advantages 

will be apparent to those artisans of ordinary skill in the art 
from the DESCRIPTION and DRAWINGS, and from the 
CLAIMS. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Implementations will hereinafter be described in conjunc 
tion with the appended drawings, where like designations 
denote like elements, and: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an implementation of an 
unmanned aerial system (UAS) position reporting system; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an implementation of a UAS 
position reporting system indicating the extent of a radio 
frequency line of sight (RFLOS) region; 

FIG.3 is a diagram of an implementation of a UAS position 
reporting system indicating the extent of an RFLOS region 
and a beacon line of sight region; 

FIG. 4 is a diagram of an implementation of a UAS position 
reporting system indicating the extent of an RFLOS region 
and a beacon line of sight region as well as the position of a 
terrain shadowed region within the RFLOS region; 

FIG. 5 is a diagram of a first ATC sector including a first 
ATC and a second ATC sector including a second ATC show 
ing an ATC transition Zone; 

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an implementation of a first method 
of communicating the location of a UAS: 

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of an implementation of a second 
method of communicating the location of a UAS: 

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of an implementation of a method of 
enabling tracking of the position of a UAS using a first ATC 
and at least a second ATC. 

DESCRIPTION 

This disclosure, its aspects and implementations, are not 
limited to the specific components or assembly procedures 
disclosed herein. Many additional components and assembly 
procedures known in the art consistent with the intended 
unmanned aerial system (UAS) position reporting system 
and/or assembly procedures for a UAS position reporting 
system will become apparent for use with particular imple 
mentations from this disclosure. Accordingly, for example, 
although particular implementations are disclosed. Such 
implementations and implementing components may com 
prise any shape, size, style, type, model, version, measure 
ment, concentration, material, quantity, and/or the like as is 
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4 
known in the art for Such UAS position reporting systems and 
implementing components, consistent with the intended 
operation. 

Referring to FIG. 1, an implementation of a UAS position 
reporting system 2 is illustrated. As illustrated, the system 2 
may include a UAS 4 in radio frequency communication via 
a radio frequency signal 5 with a ground control station 
(GCS) 6. The GCS 6 may be used by an operator to control the 
position and function of the UAS 4 during flight. The GCS 6 
is coupled with an air traffic control reporting system (ATC 
RS) 8 via any of a wide variety of structures and methods. The 
ATC-RS 8 is adapted to receive position data from the GCS 6 
containing position information about the location of the 
UAS 4 while airborne (altitude, attitude, geographical coor 
dinates, vector, etc.). The ATC-RS 8 may be adapted in vari 
ous implementations to process this information and to trans 
mit the position data as position information in various data 
formats and via various signals. Relevant teachings regarding 
the structure, use, and operation of implementations of ATC 
RS devices may be found in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
12/370.407 to Limbaugh, et al., entitled, “Unmanned Aerial 
System Position Reporting System.” filed Feb. 12, 2009, the 
disclosure of which is hereby incorporated entirely herein by 
reference. 
As illustrated in FIG.1, the ATC-RS 8 includes one or more 

antennas 10 that allow the ATC-RS 8 to transmit one or more 
telecommunication signals 12 and one or more automatic 
dependent surveillance broadcast (ADS-B) and traffic infor 
mation services broadcast (TIS-B) signals 14. The ATC-RS 8 
includes one or more telecommunication modems within it 
adapted to receive and transmit the one or more telecommu 
nications signals 12. The one or more telecommunication 
modems that may be utilized include, by non-limiting 
example, a satellite modem, a cellular telephone, a telephone, 
a wireless fidelity (WIFI) radio device, an Ethernet device, or 
any other telecommunication device. The ATC-RS 8 also 
includes an ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver in particular imple 
mentations. In particular implementations of UAS position 
reporting systems 2, the ATC-RS 8 may include any other 
radio type compatible with a particular position reporting 
system format or system, whether civilian or military. In these 
implementations, the ADS-B and TIS-B signals 14 may not 
actually be formatted in ADS-B and TIS-B format but for 
matted according to system requirements. Accordingly, all 
references to ADS-B and TIS-B signals in this document are 
for the exemplary purposes of this disclosure and are a non 
limiting example of a particular implementation of the prin 
ciples disclosed herein. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the one or more telecommunica 

tions signals 12 may be satellite communication signals and 
may include a data signal and a voice signal, the data signal 
carrying position information and the Voice signal carrying 
voice information from the operator of the GCS 6. The one or 
more telecommunications signals 12 may be received by one 
or more satellites 16 and transmitted to an air traffic control 
center (ATC) or command and control (C2) communications 
center 18. The one or more telecommunications signals 12 
may enable the operator of the UAS 4 to be in continuous or 
Substantially continuous voice communication with control 
lers at the ATC and for the controllers at the ATC to be able to 
view the position of the UAS 4 at all times. The one or more 
ADS-B and TIS-B signals 14 may allow the communication 
of the position of the UAS 4 to all aircraft 20 within the range 
of the ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver or beacon that likewise 
have an ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver on board. In this fash 
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ion, aircraft that can receive the one or more ADS-B and 
TIS-B signals may be able to also know where the UAS4 is 
and avoid a collision. 

Referring to FIG. 2 an implementation of a UAS position 
reporting system 22 is illustrated. As illustrated, the system 5 
22 may include a UAS 24 being controlled by a GCS 26 
coupled with an ATC-RS 28 on the ground 30. Like the 
implementation of a UAS position reporting system 2 previ 
ously discussed, the ATC-RS 28 is broadcasting the position 
of the UAS via one or more telecommunications signals 32 10 
and via an ADS-B and TIS-B signal 34 to aircraft 36 in the 
vicinity. As illustrated, the one or more telecommunications 
signals 32 may be satellite signals and be relayed via satellite 
38 to ATC or C2 communication center 40, allowing control 
lers at the ATC 40 to see the position of the UAS 24. In 15 
particular implementations, the one or more telecommunica 
tions signals 32 may include a voice signal and allow the 
controllers at the ATC 40 to be in voice communication with 
the operator of the UAS 24 while being able to view its 
position. 2O 
As illustrated, one or more terrain based obstacles 42 may 

be present in on the ground in the area around the ATC-RS28. 
These one or more terrain based obstructions 42 may be, by 
non-limiting example, mountains, hills, buildings, vehicles, 
trees, or any other fixed or semifixed object capable of block- 25 
ing radio frequency transmissions. Because of the existence 
of the one or more terrain based obstructions 42, the radio 
frequency transmissions emanating from the GCS 26 to the 
UAS 24 and the ADS-B and TIS-B signal 34 will not be 
received in areas out of sight of the respective antennas of the 30 
GCS 26 and the ATC-RS 28. In other words, only those 
regions within radio signal line of sight of the GCS 26 and the 
ATC-RS 28 will be able to receive the radio signals. In some 
implementations, radio line of sight may substantially corre 
spond to visual line of sight and the radio signals may be 35 
received only when the GCS 26 and ATC-RS 28 are actually 
visible; in other implementations, the radio signal line of sight 
may exceed or be smaller than the visual line of sight. Based 
on various characteristics of the radio signal and of the anten 
nas and radio used in the GCS 26 and/or in the ATC-RS 28, a 40 
two-dimensional and/or three dimensional radio frequency 
line of sight (RFLOS) region 44 can be defined. Examples of 
characteristics that may be considered include, by non-limit 
ing example, waveform characteristics (frequency, ampli 
tude, intensity, etc.), power output, antenna data, antenna 45 
orientation, interference, noise, and any other parameter or 
system characteristics affecting the transmission of a radio 
signal. 
As illustrated, using these characteristics, the ATC-RS 28 

can calculate the extent of the RFLOS region 44 using a wide 50 
variety of algorithms and techniques. Some of these algo 
rithms and techniques will permit the calculating of the 
RFLOS region 44 to include terrain shadowed regions, which 
indicate where the terrain based obstructions 42 prevent 
transmission of the radio signals. In addition, and as illus- 55 
trated in FIG. 2, these algorithms and techniques may also 
permit the calculation of an upper bound 46 to the RFLOS 
region 44, indicating the point where the UAS 24 may fly so 
high that the radio signals can no longer be received from the 
GCS 26, or the altitude where aircraft 36 can no longer 60 
receive the one or more ADS-B and TIS-B signals 34 from the 
ATC-RS 28. In particular implementations, the RFLOS 
region 44 may be referred to as a safe airspace volume (SAV). 
Any of a wide variety of line of sight algorithms may be 
employed in calculation of the RFLOS region 44, including, 65 
by non-limiting example, U.S. Pat. No. 5.257.405 to Reit 
berger entitled “Method and System for Setting Up LOS 

6 
Radio Communication Between Mobile or Stationary 
Remote Stations, issued Oct. 26, 1993; and U.S. Pat. No. 
7,099.640 to Diao et al., entitled “Method Distinguishing 
Line of Sight (LOS) from Non-Line of Sight (NLOS) in 
CDMA Mobile Communication System, issued Aug. 29. 
2006, the relevant portions of the disclosures of which are 
hereby incorporated herein entirely by reference. Additional 
disclosure regarding the types of and use of radio frequency 
line of sight and radio range algorithms and calculations may 
be found in Reference Data for Radio Engineers, Howard 
Sams, International Telephone and Telegraph Corp., New 
York, 6' Ed. (1981); Mobile Communications Engineering, 
William Lee, McGraw-Hill, New York (1982); and The ARRL 
Handbook, American Radio Relay League, 69' Ed., the rel 
evant disclosures of which are hereby incorporated entirely 
herein by reference. 

Referring to FIG. 3, a top, two-dimensional view of an 
implementation of a UAS position reporting system 48 is 
illustrated. As illustrated, the UAS position reporting system 
48 includes an ATC-RS 50 coupled with a GCS (not shown) 
in communication with a UAS 52. In the implementation 
illustrated in FIG.3, the ATC-RS50 has calculated an RFLOS 
region 54 based on the characteristics of the radio frequency 
signal between the UAS 52 and the GCS. The ATC-RS50 has 
also calculated a beacon line of sight region 56 based on the 
characteristics of a ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver (or beacon) 
included in the ATC-RS 50 which is broadcasting UAS posi 
tion information to various aircraft 58, 60 in the area. The 
ATC-RS 50 is also in communication with ATC/C2 commu 
nication center 62 via one or more telecommunication signals 
64. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3, in implementations of UAS posi 

tion reporting systems 48, the beacon line of sight region 56 
may be larger than the RFLOS region 54. Because of this, 
aircraft 58 may be able to receive position information regard 
ing the location of the UAS 52 without actually being within 
the airspace in which the UAS 52 is flying. In other imple 
mentations, the RFLOS region 54 and the beacon line of sight 
region 56 may be coterminous and the aircraft 58 may, upon 
receiving position information about the UAS, be simulta 
neously flying in the airspace in which the UAS may be 
located. In either case, because of the one or more telecom 
munication signals 64, aircraft 60, outside the beacon line of 
sight region 56 and the aircraft 58 within the beacon line of 
sight region, can be alerted to the location of the UAS 52 by 
a controller at the ATC/C2 communication center 62. In par 
ticular implementations of UAS position reporting systems 
48, the ATC/C2 communication center 62 may also be within 
the beacon line of sight region and, therefore, in communi 
cation with the ATC-RS 50 through the ADS-B and TIS-B 
signals being transmitted by the ATC-RS 50. 

Referring to FIG. 4, a top, two dimensional view of an 
implementation of a UAS position reporting system 66 is 
illustrated. Like the implementation illustrated in FIG. 3, the 
system 66 includes an ATC-RS 68 in communication with an 
ATC/C2 communication center 70, an RFLOS region 72, a 
beacon line of sight region 74, and a UAS 76 in communica 
tion with a GCS coupled with the ATC-RS 68. Within the 
RFLOS region 72, the ATC-RS 68 has determined a terrain 
shadowed region 78 in which the UAS 76 will be unable to 
receive radio signals from the GCS. Any of a wide variety of 
algorithms and methods may be used to calculate the dimen 
sions of terrain shadowed regions 78 that may be used in 
particular implementations like those disclosed in this docu 
ment. In particular implementations, the terrain shadowed 
region 78 may be multilayered, with an outer region and an 
inner region closer to the obstacle itself. For the exemplary 
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purposes of this disclosure, the dimensions or contour of 
terrain shadowed region 78 may be determined by the ATC 
RS 68 by using the ATC-RS 68 to locate a contour of one or 
more terrain based obstructions and specifying that the one or 
more terrain shadowed regions 78 exist within a predeter 
mined distance from the contour. The ATC-RS 68 may 
receive the contour information from any of a wide variety of 
Sources and systems, including, by non-limiting example, 
satellite data, contour maps, active radar ranging, radio signal 
interference patterns, or any other method of determining the 
location and dimensions of an object. The size of the prede 
termined distance may be determined by using any of a wide 
variety of factors, including, by non-limiting example, the 
size of the UAS 76, the speed of the UAS 76, various perfor 
mance characteristics of the UAS 76 (turning radius, power, 
etc.), or any other factor relevant to ensuring the safety of the 
UAS 76 or other persons or objects. 
Once one or more terrain shadowed regions 78 have been 

identified, implementations of the UAS position reporting 
system 66 may employ various methods of auto rerouting the 
UAS 76 to avoid the regions 78, thereby preventing collision 
of the UAS 76 with the obstacles located within the regions 
78. The various methods may include a wide variety of con 
ventional algorithms and techniques for auto rerouting or 
automatically directing a UAS. An example of Such a con 
ventional algorithm may be found in U.S. Pat. No. 7,228.232 
to Bodin et al., entitled “Navigating a UAV with Obstacle 
Avoidance Algorithms issued Jun. 5, 2007, the disclosure of 
which is hereby incorporated entirely herein by reference. 

Implementations of UAS position reporting systems 2, 22. 
48, and 66 disclosed in this document may utilize implemen 
tations of a method of enabling tracking of the position of an 
UAS using a first air traffic control center (ATC) and at least 
a second ATC. Referring to FIG. 5, an implementation of a 
UAS position reporting system 80 is illustrated. As illus 
trated, the UAS position reporting system 80 includes an 
ATC-RS 82 and a UAS 84 in communication with a GCS (not 
shown) coupled to the ATC-RS82. As illustrated, the ATC-RS 
82 has defined several terrain shadowed regions 86, 88,90 
within a larger RFLOS region. Within the RFLOS region, two 
air traffic control (ATC) sectors, a first ATC sector 92 and a 
second ATC sector 94 are defined, with geographic bound 
aries. Also, an ATC transition Zone 96 is included, defined 
between the first ATC sector 92 and the second ATC sector 94, 
as part of both the first ATC sector 92 and the second ATC 
sector 94, or within either the first ATC sector 92 or the second 
ATC Sector 94. Within the first ATC Sector 92 is a first ATC/C2 
communication center 98 and within the second ATC sector 
94 is a second ATC/C2 communication center 100. As illus 
trated, ATC-RS 82 is located within the first ATC sector 92 
and is in communication via one or more telecommunication 
signals that include a first data connection and first voice 
connection (capable of transmitting position information and 
voice signals, respectively) with the first ATC/C2 communi 
cation center 98, providing position information of the UAS 
84. 
As the UAS 84 continues to move toward the second ATC 

sector 94, it will enter the ATC transition Zone 96. When this 
occurs, the ATC-RS 82 will contact the second ATC/C2 com 
munication center 100 using one or more telecommunication 
signals while remaining in communication with the first ATC/ 
C2 communication center 98. Once communication has been 
established or the existence of communication with the sec 
ond ATC Sector 94 setting up a second data connection and a 
second voice connection has been established, the ATC-RS 
82 ends communication with the first ATC/C2 communica 
tion center 98. In this way, controllers in an ATC/C2 commu 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

8 
nication center are always receiving position information and 
maintaining voice contact with the operator of the UAS 84 at 
all times until a hand off between the two ATC/C2 commu 
nication centers 98, 100 has been accomplished. 
Any of a wide variety of factors can be used to calculate the 

size of the ATC transition Zone96, including, by non-limiting 
example, the speed of the UAS, the average time required to 
make a data connection and a voice connection with an ATC 
or ATC/C2 communication center, the altitude of the UAS, 
interference effects, or any other parameter affecting safety or 
the ability of the ATC-RS 82 to make a data connection and 
voice connection with an ATC. 

Implementations of UAS position reporting systems 2, 22. 
48, 66, and 80 disclosed in this document may utilize any of 
a wide variety of implementations of a first method of com 
municating the location of a UAS. Referring to FIG. 6, a 
flowchart of an implementation of a first method of commu 
nicating the location of a UAS 102 is illustrated. As illus 
trated, the method may include receiving position data for a 
UAS with an ATC-RS from a GCS where the ATC-RS and 
GCS are located on the ground (step 104). The method 102 
may also include transmitting the position data using one or 
more telecommunication modems included in the ATC-RS to 
an ATC (step 106) and transmitting the position data using an 
ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver to one or more aircraft (step 
108). Any of the other radio signal types or other radios 
discussed in this document may also be utilized in implemen 
tations of the method 102. 

Implementations of UAS position reporting systems 2, 22. 
48, 66, and 80 disclosed in this document may utilize any of 
a wide variety of implementations of a second method of 
communicating the location of a UAS. Referring to FIG.7, an 
implementation of the second method 110 is illustrated. As 
illustrated, implementations of the method 110 may include 
defining an RFLOS region surrounding an ATC-RS (step 
112), defining a beacon line of sight region Surrounding the 
ATC-RS (step 114), transmitting position information of the 
UAS located within the RFLOS region to an ATC (step 116), 
and transmitting position information of the UAS using an 
ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver to one or more aircraft located 
within the beacon line of sight region (step 118). Any of the 
other radio signal types or other radios discussed in this 
document may also be utilized in implementations of the 
method 110. 

Implementations of UAS position reporting systems 2, 22. 
48, 66, and 80 disclosed in this document may utilize any of 
a wide variety of implementations of a method of enabling 
tracking of the position of an unmanned aerial system (UAS) 
using a first air traffic control center (ATC) and at least a 
second ATC. Referring to FIG. 8, an implementation of such 
a method 120 is illustrated. As illustrated, the method 120 
may include establishing a first data connection and a first 
voice connection with a first ATC using an ATC-RS located 
on the ground (step 122) and transmitting position informa 
tion and a voice signal to the first ATC using the first data 
connection and the first voice connection (step 124). The 
method may also include defining at least a first ATC sector 
and a second ATC sector (step 126), defining an ATC transi 
tion Zone (step 128), and establishing a second data connec 
tion and a second Voice connection with the second ATC in 
response to the UAS entering the ATC transition Zone (step 
130). The method may also include closing the first data 
connection and the first voice connection with the first ATC 
after confirming the existence of the second data connection 
and the second Voice connection (step 132). Confirming the 
existence of the second data connection and the second Voice 
connection may include any of a wide variety of confirmation 
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techniques, including, by non-limiting example, an oral 
exchange, a data exchange, an oral and data exchange, a 
signal strength test, or any other method or process of veri 
fying the existence and/or reliability of a communication 
channel. 

In places where the description above refers to particular 
implementations of UAS position reporting systems, it 
should be readily apparent that a number of modifications 
may be made without departing from the spirit thereof and 
that these implementations may be applied to other UAS 
position reporting systems. 

The invention claimed is: 
1. A method of communicating the location of an 

unmanned aerial system (UAS) the method comprising: 
defining a radio frequency line of sight (RFLOS) region 

Surrounding an air traffic control reporting system 
(ATC-RS) using the ATC-RS: 

defining a beacon line of sight region surrounding the 
ATC-RS using the ATC-RS, the ATC-RS including an 
automatic dependent surveillance broadcast (ADS-B) 
and traffic information services broadcast (TIS-B) trans 
ceiver; 

transmitting position information of the UAS located 
within the RFLOS region to an air traffic control center 
(ATC) using one or more telecommunication modems 
included in the ATC-RS the position information gener 
ated using position data received from a ground control 
station (GCS) coupled to the ATC RS and in operational 
communication with the UAS for guidance during 
flight; and 

transmitting position information of the UAS using the 
ADS Band TIS B transceiver of the ATC RS to one or 
more aircraft located within the beacon line of sight 
region the one or more aircraft including an ADS Band 
TIS B transceiver. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein defining the RFLOS 
region further comprises using one or more characteristics of 
a radio frequency connection between the GCS and the UAS 
in defining the RFLOS region and wherein defining the bea 
con line of sight region further comprises using one or more 
characteristics of the ADS-B and TIS-B transceiver in defin 
ing the beacon line of sight region. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein defining the RFLOS 
region and defining the beacon line of sight region further 
include defining a beacon line of sight region larger than the 
RFLOS region. 
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4. The method of claim 1, further comprising transmitting 

a voice signal from an operator of the UAS received by the 
ATC-RS using the one or more telecommunication modems. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising defining one 
or more terrain shadowed regions within the RFLOS region 
by locating a contour of one or more terrain based obstruc 
tions and specifying that the one or more terrain shadowed 
regions exist within a predetermined distance from the con 
tOur. 

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising automatically 
rerouting the UAS as it enters the one or more terrain shad 
owed regions. 

7. A method of enabling tracking of the position of an 
unmanned aerial system (UAS) using a first air traffic control 
(ATC) and at least a second ATC, the method comprising: 

establishing a first data connection and a first voice con 
nection with the first ATC using one or more telecom 
munications modems included in an air traffic control 
reporting system (ATC-RS) coupled with a ground con 
trol station GCS in operational communication with the 
UAS for guidance during flight, the ATC-RS and the 
GCS located on the ground; 

transmitting position information and a voice signal to the 
first ATC using the first data connection and the first 
Voice connection, the position information generated 
using the ATC-RS from position data received by the 
ATC-RS from the GCS: 

defining at least a first ATC sector and a second ATC sector, 
the first ATC located in the first ATC sector and the 
second ATC located in the second ATC sector; 

defining an ATC transition Zone in one of the first ATC 
sector, the second ATC sector, or in both the first ATC 
sector and the second ATC sector; 

establishing a second data connection and a second voice 
connection with the second ATC using the one or more 
telecommunications modems in response to the UAS 
entering the ATC transition zone; and 

closing the first data connection and the first voice connec 
tion with the first ATC after confirming the existence of 
the second data connection and the second voice con 
nection with the second ATC. 

8. The method of claim 7, wherein defining an ATC tran 
sition Zone further includes defining size of the ATC transi 
tion Zone using the speed of the UAS and the average time 
required to make a data connection and a voice connection 
with an ATC. 


