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To all, Luhon, it naily concern: 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

GIDDENS, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Lynchburg, in the county of Campbell 

5 and State of Virginia, have invented a new 
and useful Watch-Protector, of which the foll 
lowing is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

protective carrying-ring for watches, and is 
Io intended principally for the purpose of lessen 

ing the jolting and jarring to which watches 
are frequently subjected, particularly by rail 
road men in the exercise of their duties, and 
to reduce to a minimum the danger of injury 

I5 to the mechanism arising from Such jolting 
and jarring. 
With this and other objects in view the in 

vention consists in the novel construction and 
combination of parts hereinafter described, 

22 illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
and particularly pointed out in the appended 
claim. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a sectional ele 
vation of a protective carrying-ring construct 

25 edin accordance with my invention and illus 
trating a watch in position therein. Fig. 2 is 
a detailed perspective view of the carrying 
ring in a partly open position. Fig. 3 is a 
sectional plan view of the protector, illustrat 

3o ing a slightly-modified construction. Figs. 
4, 5, and 6 are detailed perspective views of 
different forms of holding-clasps which may 
be employed for supporting the watch in po 
sition. 

35 Similar numerals of reference are employed 
to designate corresponding parts throughout 
the several figures of the drawings. 
The watch-protector is in the form of an 

open ring, grooved or of trough shape in cross 
4o section and comprising two jointed members 

1 and 2, one of which carries a spring-catch 3 
for engagement with a projecting tongue car 
ried by the mating member. The hinge or 
pivot point may be so arranged as to provide 

45 sections of equal length, as shown, or one sec 
tion may belonger than the other, or the num 
ber of sections may be increased, if desired. 
The free ends of the members are recessed, 
as indicated, for the reception of the stem 

5o of the watch, the stem extending out beyond 

the ring so that the mechanism maybe Wound 
or set without removing the watch from the 
ring. Each member of the ring is trough 
like in cross-section and carries a spring 5, 

- the springs employed being preferably of the 55 
leaf type and secured at an intermediate 
point to the protective casing. At each end 
of the spring is secured a clasp 6, which is 
shaped to conform to the contour of the rim 
of the watch case, so that lateral movement 6o 
of the watch may be prevented, although this 
may be provided against by making the pro 
tective ring of such width as to prevent this 
lateral play. The clasps 6 are arranged at 
such distances from the protective ring as to 65 
allow some play parallel with the plane of the 
watch before actually coming into contact 
there with, and the springs possess sufficient 
strength to support the weight of the watch 
and at the same time are elastic and yield 7o 
freely as the watch is moved from jarring or 
jolting or in the case of the watch falling to 
the ground. 
The protective ring may be formed of any 

suitable metal and in any desired manner; 75 
but generally the ring is formed of strong and 
cheap sheet metal which may be readily 
stamped into shape and sold at a low cost. 
The springs employed may be of any de 

sired shape and size and any number may 
be used and distributed at different points 
inside the ring. In Fig. 3 I have shown a 
number of compression - springs carrying a 
small rim or ring in which the watch may be 
had, so that the weight of the watch and the 85. 
movement imparted thereto by jarring or jolt- . 
ing may be distributed over a number of 
springs. The clasps 6 may be formed inte 
gral with the springs, as shown in Fig. 4, or 
lmay be made of separate pieces of metal or 90 
other material and lined with chamois or 
some similar soft material for contact with 
the watchcase, as shown in Fig. 5. In Fig. 
6 is illustrated a further modification illus 
trating a clasp pivotally connected to the end 95 
of the leaf-spring, so that the clasp may turn 
freely to accommodate itself to the contour 
of the watch-casing. 
The protector is preferably ring - like in 

form, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2; but in Ioo 
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some cases it may be so formed as to protect 
and cover the back of the watch, as illus 
trated in Fig. 3. 
While the construction herein described, 

and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, is the preferred form of the device, it is 
obvious that various changes in the form, 
proportions, size, and minor details of the 
structure may be made without departing 
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad 
vantages of my invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
A watch-protector comprising a casing in 

the form of a hollow ring open to expose the 
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dial of the watch, said casing being formed of 
a pair of hinged sections, a securing-clasp for 
holding the sections together, a leaf-spring 
secured intermediately of its length to each 
of said sections, and clasps disposed at the 
ends of each spring for engaging and holding 
the perimeter of the watch case. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

BENJAIN FRANKLIN (GIDDENS, 

Witnesses: 
A. S. HESTER, 
FRED. HARPER. 

  


