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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER FRENCH, 

residing at Elizabethtown, in the county of 
Hardin and State of Kentucky, have invented 
certain new and Improved Stay Devices for 
Wire Fences, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to wire stays for hold 

ing, stiffening, and supporting the wire strands 
between the posts and for holding them from 
Sagging, and such invention primarily has for 
its object to provide a device of this character 
of a simple and inexpensive nature, which can 
be quickly and easily applied to permit of a 
free contraction or expansion of the wire. 

Furthermore it has for its object to provide 
a brace or stay device which will serve to hold 
the fence level without requiring that the 
wires be drawn tight, thereby reducing the 
danger of such wires snapping in cold weather. 
My invention also has for its object to pro 

vide a sliding-hook stay, which can be ap 
plied with the hook end up or down, and a 
Self-closing link member, which will serve to 
hold the several parts of the stay device in a 
proper position on the fence-wire. 
With other minor objects in view, my in 

vention consists in the peculiar combination 
and novel arrangement of parts, such as will 
be first described in detail, and then be spe 
cifically pointed out in the appended claims, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion 

of a wire fence with my improved stay devices 
applied. Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view of 
the stay, the bottom wire being shown de 
tached. Fig. 3 illustrates the upper hook or 
bail member before it is bent over the fence 
wire. Fig. 4 illustrates the manner in which 
it is secured thereon. Fig. 5 illustrates the 
manner in which the slide-hooks are secured 
on the wires. Fig. 6 illustrates one of the 
slide-hook members before it is bent over the 
fence-wire. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, A 
A indicate the posts, which are placed a suit 
able distance apart; B, the fence-wires or run 
ners; C, the stays, and Da supplemental brace 

So wire, which is secured to the upper ends of the 
posts, as shown. 
By reference to Fig. 2 the detailed construc 

tion and application of my improved stay will 
be best understood. The same is formed, pref 
erably, of steel wire in sections, an upper-link 
member C and lower slide-hook members C 
C°, of which as many are used as there are 
strands or runners. The link member C is 
formed of a wire having curved or loop-like 
ends c', which are bent in reverse directions 
to hang on the upper or brace-wire D and to 
support the top strand C, their ends c' joining 
at a point about midway the strand C, and 
brace-wire D, whereby to form loops c' c, in 
which the strand D and wire a can have a 
limited vertical play. 
So far as described it will be observed the 

member c' forms a support for the several 
wire strands. These strands, it should be 
stated, are all held from sagging, but to move 
freely upward, by the peculiar arrangement of 
the slide-hooks C°, which before they are ap 
plied to the strands are of a shape shown 
clearly in Fig. 6 and comprise a main or body 
portion c, an eye or hook end c, a laterally 
projected loop or eye portion c, and a right 
angle projecting portion c'. The manner in 
which the said member is fitted on the strands 
is best illustrated in Fig. 5, by reference to 
which it will be seen the end c is wrapped 
about the strand Ct at one side of the upper 
link or hook member, while its long arm or 
body is bent down back of the wire a, which 
brings the loop cover the link or upper slide 

prevents such link or hook member from be 
coming detached from the strand; the lower 
or loop end c is then slipped over the next 
lower wire, and a second hook-slide C is ap 
plied thereto in a like manner. 
From the foregoing description, taken in 

connection with the drawings, it will be seen 
the wire strands are positively held from sag 
ging, being supported from the Supplemental 
or brace wire D, while they are held free for a 
vertical movement upward, to permit the wires 
being raised or drawn together when it is de 
sired to pass between the same. . 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. In a wire fence, the combination with the 
horizontal wires, of a link member hung pend 
ent from the uppermost of said wires and a 

hook member and forms a lock-guide, which 8. 
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hook member engaging two of the horizontal 
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3. The combination with the wire strands of 
wires, its upper end terminating in an eye two or more slide hook members having each 
portion which embraces one of the said hori a loop portion at the lower end adapted to slip 
Zontal wires and whose terminal is coiled about over a lower strand, a body portion extended 
the wire and separated from the eyeby a space 
which allows lateral play of the link, substan 
tially as described. 

2. In combination 

vice formed of independent sections, each con 
sisting of a body portion terminating at the 
top in an outwardly projecting eye, and a coil 
portion wrapped about the wire, and at the 
lower end in a turned up or hook member, the 
body portion of one section being held to play 
in the eye portion of the other all arranged 
substantially as shown and described. 

with the horizontal 
strands of a wire fence, of a vertical stay de 

up to the next upper strand an outwardly bent 
eye projected over the said upper strand and 
having the upper end terminating in a coil 
wrapped about such upper strand, the body 
portion of one hook member being passed 
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through the eye of the other member all ar 
ranged substantially as shown and for the pur 
poses described. 

ALEXANDER FRIENCI, 
Witnesses: 

HENRY CLAY STEPHENS, 
IIENRY C. LANCASTER. 

  


