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To all whom it i? aly 60ncern. 
Be it known that I, Jo N J. Sir ENCE, citi 

Zen of the inited States, residiing at Green 
ville, in the county of Fiurat and State of 
Texas, have invented certain new and use 
ful improvements in Arno' Units for Gill 
ners, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention pertains to new and usef 

improvements in gunners armor units, 
The object of the invention is to provide 

a portalle structure adapted to be used 
singly ol' in batteries and constituting at 
once a protection during batties at Yar'- 
fare and a shelter at night and othel' times. 
Another object of the invention is to pl’O- 

vide an armor unit involving : triangula: 
shaped housing mounted on grouilt wheels 
and provided with a plurality of of holes 
at its contracted cind, and also having a bel 
frame which further provides a draft coin 
nection when the unit is being ti'itiasportel; 
together with near is for Securing the hous 
iing in its adjusted positions. 

A furthel’ (oject is to provisie : it coil 
stricted to house several machine gli:', rifles 
or other ('dance and the le fol' (le'at 
ing the sale in Such a ja: lie!' that the inlein 
will be fully protectet frth the enemy in 
the housing so presented that 'itectiles will 
glance of of the Sane; also the '1'() vision of 
a portale unit, several (of whici lay eits 
sembled to for a rampai ()' ii) (; of tie 
fense; and one which will be reality incide. 
A still further object of the ii vention is 

to provide a device of the character de 
scribed that will be strong, durable, efficient 
and sinle and co-paratively inexpensive 
to construct, also tie in which the several 
parts will stand unusual in pact. 
With the aiboye and otlier (liects; in view 

the invention has relation to certain novel 
features of construction and opertion), all 
example of which is described in the follow 
ing specification and iiiustra tied in the ae 
companying drawings, '5" 

figure i is a liai) vi ; : tile 
firing position, Fig. 2 is a sidie elievati 
the saille, Fig. 3 is a reair eieyati 
is a longitudinal sectional view of 
as shown in Fig. 1, and Fig. 5 is a side ele 
vation in transporting position. 

in the drawings the numeral 1 designates 
a housing exhibiting longitudinaily of the 
unit, a triangular shape in cross-section. 
This housing is constructed of sheets of ar 

nor plate forming sides 4 and 5 respectively 
and ends (5. The ends 3 have inturned 
fianges 7 to which the sides are fastened by 
rivets 8 as shown. prefer to io) in the sides 
- and 5 of a single late, bending the same 
sharply transversely at its center to form 
: ); el 9 which constitutes the contracted 
end or apex of the housing. Within this 
polition of the housing an angular trans 
Verse reinforcing member 10 contiguous to 
the late, is suitably secured and provided 
with a transverse row of holes 11 which reg 
iste' with holes 12 in the panel and afford 
port holes through which the barrels of the 
achine guns or other ordnance inlay project. 
Tinions 3 have enlarged bases riveted 

to the eacts (3 of the housing near the last 
elligel ()) en end and engage in ground 

wee is 2 of heavy construction on which the 
it may be transported. Fig. 4 the 

lower end of the side 5 of the housing is 
slowl ('u'ved downward and outward at 3 
-() that when the gaine's are kneeling in the 
losing anti on said side their insteps will 
not le silijected to the edge of the plate, 
lit insteal a shoot re) in led surface will 
le resented lic acid inch to their comfort. 
''' is vei'sely within the housing a gun rest, 
l? is () lite so as to split the guns in 
file with the port holes. 
The entis (3 have is 15 along their bases 

to wic higes its are riveted. The hinges 
a'e (sitioned on the is s(; as to be attached 
to the per side of a led frame 7 and 
permit lie atter to rest on the ground as 
sh yi i Figs. 2 and 4. Within the frame 
: it for S is conter-sank and rigidly 
attached. A horizontal plate 20 is disposed 
() sei' the fi'ale on the hinges as shown and 
}}}') vides a seat, or a shelf. For holding 
tle () using in its firing position as show in 
in ail figures except lig. 5, chains 19 are 
sected to ears 22 at the ends of the lips 
opposite the hilages and are engaged on 
hooks 2 projecting inward from the sides 
if the traine in rear of the platform. It 
is civil is that he housing may be adjusted 
by engaging different links of the chains 
with the looks. 

in using this unit, it is supposed to be 
traw in by some vehicle preferably a motor 
car and a draft coupling 23 is secured to 
the free end of the frame for this purpose. 
When the unit is transported the housing 
is swung up into the position shown in 
Fig. 5 and the housing fastened by a ring 
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24 engaged over a stud 25 mounted at the 
center of the rear edge of the platform. 
When it is desired to operate the guns the 
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unit is uncoupled and the housing swung 
to the position shown for firing. While the 
unit is being transported the guns are suit 
ably supported on the platfarm. 
Trailing in the rear of a motor vehicle 

the unit affords a very efficient and prac 
tical implement of warfare. Men within 
the housing with the guns and ammunition 
are protected from the fire of the enemy 
as well as the weather and may remain in 
the housing for hours. One or more peep 
holes 26 are provided in the side 5 through 
which the enemy may be observed while re 
treating and at other times. 
desired to give battle the unit may be un 
coupled and the housing lowered to the firing 
position after which with the machine guns 
operating through the port holes a devastat 
ing flow of bullets may be hurled at the 
enemy without exposure on the part of the 
men in the housing. It is evident that the 
unit could be pushed quite close to the lines 
of the enemy either before or after the hous 
ing is lowered and that it could be with 
drawn in firing position if necessary. Sev 
eral of these units could be arranged as a 
rampart affording protection to the men 
while trenches and other defences were be 
ing built. 
The invention is presented as including 

all such modifications, changes and altera 
tions as properly come within the scope of 
the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device of the class described com 

prising an armored housing, ground wheels 
disposed at opposite sides of said housing 
and eccentric with respect to the transverse 
axis of the latter, and a platform supported 
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by said housing and normally acting to bal 
ance the latter vertically of the axis of said 
ground wheels. 

2. A device of the class described com 
prising an armored housing, ground wheels 
disposed at opposite sides of said housing 
and eccentric with respect to the transverse 
axis of the latter, a platform hingedly Se 
cured to said housing at one end, and means 
connecting the opposite end of Said plat 
form with said housing whereby the same 
are retained in normally inoperative posi 
tion. 

3. A. device of the class described coim 
prising an armored housing, ground wheels 
disposed at opposite sides of said housing 
and eccentric with respect to the transverse 
axis of the latter, a platform supported by 
said housing and normally acting to balance 
the latter vertically of the axis of said 
ground wheels, and means for releasing one 
end of said platform, whereby the latter is 
lowered to ground simultaneously with the 
forward tilting of said housing to operative 
position. 

4. A device of the class described com 
prising an armored housing, substantially 
triangular in cross section, said housing be 
ing provided with port holes at its apex, 
ground wheels disposed at opposite sides 
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of said housing and eccentric with respect 
to the transverse axis of the latter, a plat 
form supported by said housing and nor- 7 
mally acting to balance the latter vertically 
of the axis of said ground wheels, and means 
for releasing one end of said platform, 
whereby the latter is lowered to ground 
simultaneously with the forward tilting of 
said housing to operative position. 
In testimony whereof i affix my signature. 

JOHN J. SPENCE, 

SO 


