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-1 To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Crarues A. CoxRrarbp,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia,

5 have invented certain new and useful Im-

10

]

i5

20

o

+ folded to a small compass for transporta-

» provements in Portable FFolding Commodes

or Seats, of which the following is a de-
scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing and to the letters and fig-
ures of reference marked thereon.

The invention relates to new and useful
improvements in folding commodes or seats
and has for an object to provide a folding
seat which shall be durable in construction
and of few parts, and which may be readily

tion.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a folding seat with side members
which are made in sections sliding one upon

:.- the other, so that said sections may be slid
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one upon the other, and folded underneath
the seat.

A further object of my invention is to
provide a folding seat having extensible

-side members which may be folded under-

neath the seat, which folding seat is also
provided with a detachable tray.

These and other objects will in part be
obvious, and will in part be hereinafter more
fully described.

In the drawings which show by way of
illustration, one embodiment of the inven-
tion; Figure 1 is a perspective view showing
my im}l))roved folding commode or seat. Fig.

ottom plan view of the commode
its folded condition. Fig. 3 is a view from
the rear after the commode has been folded.
Fig. 4 is a view from the side after the com-
mode has been folded. Fig. 5 is a detail
view showing one of the side members fold-
ed and the other partly folded underneath
the seat. Fig. 6 is a detail sectional view,
showing the locking bolt for holding the
side members expanded. Fig. 7 is a detail
view showing the supporting clip for the

- tray and the manner of locking the same to

.50

- members 2 and 3.

the side members.

The seat 1 is herein shown as of a solid
section, and said seat is supported by side
The side members are
similar in construction and are composed of
two parts slidingly connected together so
that one part may telescope within the other
part. “As herein shown, said side members
comprise a lower part which has spaced legs

5 and 6, connected by suitable cross bars 6*
and 7. The lower part 3 is hinged directly
to the under side of the seat by suitable
hinges, while the lower part is hinged to a
cleat 8 secured to the under side of the seat.
The object of the cleat 8 is to offset one of
the side members so that one of them will
fold flat against the under side of the seat,
while the other folds flat against said last
named member. The upper section 9 of the
side member 2, as herein shown, comprises
two posts 10 and 11, which are connected at
the top by a side rail 12. As herein shown
the side rail 12 is connected with the post 11,
by a cornmer bracket 13, which is preferably
in the form of an angular bracket secured
rigidly to the post 11, and the side rail 12.
Ang suitable connection may, however, be
used.

A U-shaped bracket 14 is secured to the
post 10 and to the side rail 12 and serves as
a means for joining these parts. The side
rail 12 projects beyond the post 10, and is

pivotally-connected with a cross bar 15 ex-
tending across the back of the seat. The

posts 10 and 11, as herein shown, are each
provided with a rib 16 which engages a suit-
able groove 17 in the lower part 4 of said
side member. The posts 10 and 11 are se-
cured to the lower part of the side member
by suitable strips 18 which are fastened to
the lower part 4 and allow the upper part 9
to slide freely therethrough.

As a means for locking the side member in
its extended position, I have provided slid-
ing bolts 19 and 20, which are mounted on
the under side of the cross brace 7 and ex-
tend through the legs 5 and 6, and are
adapted to engage a suitable opening in the
posts 10 and 11, as shown in Fig. 6. A
spring 21, surrounds each of the bolts and
iz located between a loop 22 formed in said
bolt, and a guide-eye 23 through which said
bolt slides. Said springs normally force the
bolts into the side posts and thus serve to
lock the parts in extended position. The
loops 22 serve as an engaging means whereby
the bolts may be readily withdrawn.

A link 24 is pivoted at 25 to the post 11
and is also pivoted to a bracket 25 secured
to the seat at the front side thereof, (see
I'ig. 2), and covered by a strip 26, shown in
Tig. 1. A similar link 27 is pivoted to the
sicle 6 and to a bracket 28 secured at the rear
of the seat. The side member 8 is also pro-
vided with an upper part comprising posts
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29 and 30, which also have a tongue 16
adapted to engage a groove 17 in the legs 5
and 6. Said posts 29 and 30 are connected
by a side bar 31 secured to the posts by
brackets 82 and 33, respectively. The side
bar 31 extends beyond the post 16 and has
pivotally-connected thereto, an end bar 34
which extends across the rear side of said
seat. The end bar 34 and the end bar 15
are slidingly connected by spaced bands 385
and 36. A spring clip 37 with a downwardly
projecting shoulder 38 is adapted to en-
gage over the edge of the side bar 12 and
lock the parts of the end bar in their closed
position. The posts 29 and 30 are locked
to the legs 5 and 6 by sliding bolts 19, 20,
similar in construction to the bolts for lock-
ing the parts of the other side member. A
link 24% ig pivoted to the side member 29
and also to a bracket 25 at the front of the
seat, while a similar link 27* is provided at
the rear of the seat.

In the operation of my device, the clip 37
is released from the side bar 12, the bolts
19 and 20 withdrawn from their sockets in
the posts 29 and 30, and by pressing down-
ward upon the side bar 31, the upper section
of the side member will slide down upon the
lower section of the side member. The link
242 being connected to the seat near the cen-
tral part thereof, as the post 29 slides down
on the leg 5, said leg 5 will necessarily be
swung inward and a continued downward
movement, of the slide bar 31 will move the
legs 5 and 6 around to a position flat against
the under side of the geat. While the side
bar is moving downward and outward the
telescoping parts of the rear end bar 15 and
34, will slide one upon the other as shown
in Fig. 5. After having closed one of said
sides, then the other side is released by
withdrawing the bolts 19 and 20 and by a
similar downward movement on the side bar,
the legs are caused to fold under the seat.
The upper parts of the side members will
slide down upon the lower parts so that both
the upper and lower parts thereof will be
underneath the seat. The end bars located
at the rear of the seat and connecting the
side members are arranged slightly in rear
of the seat so that when the side members
are folded, said end bars may move to a po-
sition beneath the upper surface of the seat
and allow said side members to fold with-
out disconnecting the end bars.

When it is desired to set up the seat, the
side members are lifted slightly from a po-
sition parallel with the seat, and by drawing
upon the side bars 12 and 381, the seat is
quickly opened and the bolts 19 and 20 and
alse the spring latch 37 will automatically
operate to lock the parts in the unfolded po-
sition. I also provide a tray 39 which is
notched at each end so as to engage the posts
11 and 29 respectively. Said tray 89 is pro-

945,119

vided with a supporting clip 40, which is
journaled in a corner block 41. When the
clip is in the position shown in Fig. 7, that
is, flat against the bottom of the tray, the
notched corners of the tray are placed
against the side posts. The clip 40 is pro-
vided with a downward extension shown in
dotted lines at 42 in Fig. 7, so that when
said clip is turned to a vertical position said
projection 42 is thrown across the rear face
of the side posts and serves to lock the tray
to said posts. The tray is then raised or
lowered on the post until the hook 43 at the
upper end of the clip 40 engages a saitable
eye 44, mounted on the side posts. A spring
retaining lip 45 seives to hold the hook 43
in the eye 40. The tray of course, must be
detached before the seat can be folded. This
detaching of the tray is readily accom-
plished by releasing hooks 43 from the eyes
44 and swinging the clips 40 to a position
flat against the bottom of the tray.

It will readily be seen that I have pro-
vided a folding commode which may be
quickly folded into a small compass and
which may be quickly set up and the parts
locked in the folded position. When the
commode is in unfolded position the posts
project above the seat, and together with the
side bars and the sliding end bars at the
rear of the seat form a guard.

It will be understood that I do not wish to
be limited to the details of construction here
in shown, but that minor changes may be
made therein, without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

Having thus particularly described my
invention, what I claim as new and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:—

1. The combination with a seat, of side
members connected to said seat so as to pro-
ject above the same to form a guard and so
as to project below the seat for forming sup-
porting legs, said side members being formed
in sections slidable one upon the other, means
for connecting said side members to said
seat whereby they may be folded against said
seat, and means for sliding one section upon
the other as the side members are folded or
unfolded.

2. The combination with a seat, of side
members hinged to said seat and including
sliding parts, and means for swinging each
of said side members about its hinge when
one of the parts thereof is slid relative to the
other.

3. The combination with a seat, of side
members hinged to said seat and including
sliding parts and means for swinging each
of said side members about its hinge when
one of the parts thereof is slid relative to
the other, and means for locking said slid-
ing parts in a predetermined position. -

4. The combination with a seat, of side
members connected to said seat, so as to pro-
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ject above the same to form a guard, and so
as to project below the seat for forming sup-
porting legs, means for connecting said side
members to sald seat, whereby they may be
folded below said seat, and a member lo-
cated at the back of the seat and connecting
the said side member -adjacent the upper
ends thereof, said last named member com-
prising slidingly connected sections, whereby
the sliding of one section on the other per-
mits the side members to be folded under-
neath the seat.

5. The combination with a seat, of side
members hinged to said seat, said side mem-
bers including supporting legs, posts slid-
ingly connected to said legs and adapted to
be extended above said seat, links pivoted to
said posts and to said seat, so that when said

"posts are slid on said legs, said side members

will be swung about the supporting hinge
therefor. ' ,

6. The combination with a seat, of side
members hinged to said seat and including

945,119
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supporting legs, posts slidingly connected to
said supporting legs, a side bar connecting
said posts, an end member extending across
the rear of said seat, and comprising sliding
sections, each of said sections being pivotea
to one of the side members.

7. The combination with a seat and side
members connected thereto, of a removable
tray having notched portions adapted to en-
gage said side members, clips pivoted to said
tray, and having a hook at one end thereof,
a retaining projection carvied by the other
end of said clip, which is adapted to engage
said side members when the clip is in ver-
tical position, and supporting eyes carried
by the side members with which said hooks
may be engaged.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signaiurs,
in presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES A. CONRARD.

Witnesses:

E. H. Parxins,
E. G. Mason.
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