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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

ITENRY W. POTTEIGER AND WILLIAM A. KOHMAN, OF READING, PENN-
SYLVANTA.

PHOTOGRAPHIC-DISPLAY CABINET.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 558,078, dated January 14, 1896.

Application filed May 16, 1895,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that we, HENRY W. POITEIGER
and WiLniaM A. Koaman, of Reading, in the
county of Berks and State of Pennsylvania,
have invented a new and Improved Photo-
graph - Display Cabinet, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

QOurinvention relatesto photograph-display
cabinets or albums, and it has for its object
particularly to improve upon the construction
of the similar device for which Letters Patent
were granted fo us June 19, 1894, No. 521,668,
the improvements being such as to simplify
the construction of the device and render the
manipulation of the leaves in which the pho-
tographs ave placed much more convenient
and positive than heretofore.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struetion and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference isto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved cabinet opened.  Fig.21is an enlarged
vertical section through the cabinet closed.
Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical section through
the cabinet with the 1id open, illustrating one
leaf only eontained in the cabinet. Fig. 4is
a front elevation of one of thelocking-springs
for the leaves, and Fig. 5 is a plan view of
the bloek to which theseverallocking-springs
are secured.

In carrying out the invention the cabinet
consists of a body portion A and a top por-
tion B preferably hinged thereto, the body
Dbeing open at the top and partially at the
front. The lid B is preferably not attached
directly to the back of the cabinet, but fo a
shelf or flange 10 formed at the upper portion
of the cabinet at the back, as shown in Figs.
2 and 3, while at the front lower portion of
the body of the cabinet an upright partition
11isplaced,forming a portion of thesaid body.

VWithin the body of the cabinet, at or near
ecach side, a longitudinal vertical bracket or
partition 12 -is seeurely fastened, the upper
forward edge 13 of which is beveled in a down-
wardly and forwardly direction, and adjacent
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to this edge anumber of apertures14 are pro-
duced in the bracket or partition, adapted to
receive the pivot-pin 16 of leaves 15, adapted
for the reception of photographs or like arti-
clesto bedisplayed, and an arm 17 isprojected
from the rear edge of each leaf, the arms be-
ing usually placed at or near the center of the
leaf, and each arm 17 is provided with a re-
cess 18 in its under edge at or near its rear
end, while a spring 19 is attached at one of
its ends to the rear portion of each leaf-arm
17, the springs being secured at their lower
ends to staples 20, fastened to the bottom of
the body of the cabinet, but other means may
be employed for anchoring the said springs.

A Dblock 21 is secured upon the bottom of
the body of the cabinet beneath the arms 17
of the leaves, and the block is preferably
somewhat diagonally placed, being provided
upon oneof its side faces with a series of steps
92, as shown in Figs. 3 and 5. A locking-
spring 23 is secured to each step of the block,
and these springs extend upward, being
adapted to enter the recesses 18 of the several
leaf-arms and hold these arms in a horizontal
position and consequently the leaves in cor-
responding position, and when the arms are
thus horizontally placed the springs 19 are
brought under tension, as shown in positive
lines in Fig. 5.

Each of the locking-springs 23 has attached
to it a rod 24, and these rods are carried out-
ward through the front partition 11 of the
body of the cabinet, being made to terminate
in knobs 25 or their equivalents, and prefer-
ably the arms 17 are so placed upon theleaves
and the locking-springs are so grouped as to
permit the knobs 25 connected with the vari-

longitudinally along the said partition 11, as
shown in Fig. 1.

In the operation of this device the cover of
the cabinet having been opened the leaves
will be automatically carried to a vertical po-
sition from their normal horizontal position
by pressing inward upon the knol» 25 of the
uppermost leaf, whereupon thelocking-spring
23 controlling said leat will be carried outof
engagement with the arm 17 of the leaf, and
the spring 19 connected with that arm will

contract and thereby elevate theleaf,as shown

ous loeking-springs to be placed in a line ¢
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in dotted lines in Fig. 8.  Afterone, or more,
or all the leaves have been carried to vertical
position, they may be singly or colleetively
carried downward to a horizontal position,
whereupon all:of the locking-springs will en-
gage with the.recessed portions of the leaf-
arms, holding these leaveshorizontally within
the body of the cabinet.

Under the construction above set forth it is:

evident there are but few pieces required in
the construction of the cabinet, and these few
may: be rendered so strong.as to prevent the
possibility of beeoming disarranged from or-
dinary usage.

Having thus described our invention,.we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In a display cabinet, a series of leaves
pivoted within the cabinet one below theother
and each having vertical movement upon its
pivot, the pivot of one leaf being in advance
of that of the other and each leaf being pro-
vided with an arm extending rearwardly from
its pivot point,; a series of vertically arranged
springlocking bars secured at theirlowerends
to a fixed support: and adapted for engage-
ment at their upper ends with the rear ends
of thearms extending from theleaves, springs
attached to the said arms at the rear of the
pivotpoint of the said leaves and alsoattached
to a fixed support, being placed under tension
when the leaves are in the horizontal position

and the arms are in' engagement with their
locking bars, and push: rods connected with
the said loeking bars, whereby thelatter may
be disengaged from the arms of the leaves, as
and for the purpose specified.

2.-In a display cabinet, the combination.
with a casing, brackets secured therein hav-
ing inclined npperedges and apertures adja-
cent :to the 'said inclined edges, and leaves
pivoted in the brackets; their trunnions pass-
ing through the said apertures; each leaf hav-
ing ‘a rearward extension or arm provided
with a recess in its under edge, and springs
attached one to each of the said arms or ex-
tensions and to a fixed support, being placed
under tension when the leaves are horizon-
tally placed, of a stepped block located be-
neath the arms or the extensions of the leaves.
spring: locking bars attached to:the:steps: of
the said block, being adapted normally to en-
ter the recesses in the arms or extensions of
the leaves, and & rod attached one to each of
the said locking bars, operating to release the
bars from: the leaf arms when the rods are
pushed: in an inwardly direction, as and: for
the purpose set forth.

HENRY W. POTTEIGER.
WILLIAM A. KOIIMAN.

Witnesses:
C. H. SCHAEFFER,
CAMERON E. STRAUSS:
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