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1o all whom it may concerr-

Be it known that I, JoEN A. TIELY, & citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New
York, (Brooklyn,) in the county of Kings,
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to.-make and
use the same.

My invention relates to mail-boxes in gen-
eral, and has for its object to produce a box
for the reception of letters, &ec., and in which
the letter deposited will have its stamp can-
celed and will be stamped with the time of
mailing and place of mailing.

In the drawings forming a portion of this-

specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views, Figure 1 is a view, partly broken
away, showing my mail-box, the chute being
Fig. 2 isa plan view of
the movable chute. Fig. 3 is a view of the
under side of the chute,showing the position
of the stamp and canceler carried thereby.
Fig. 4 is a side view of my box with side re-
moved and showing the chute in a lowered
position. Fig. 5is a detail perspective show-
ing the means for shifting the ribbon. Fig.
6 is a perspective view showing -the stamp
and canceler on the inner face of the front
of the box.

Referring now to the drawings, and more
particularly to Figs. 1 and 3 of the drawings,
in operating in accordance with my inven-
tion I form a box or receptacle 3, the upper
portion of which is cut away at one corner to
form a recess 6, as shown, the lower wall of
said recess being covered over permanently
and resulting in the formation of a cupola at
the top of the box. The front end of the cu-
pola has a shutter consisting of a base 9 and
sides 10 and 11, the sides extending beyond
the base, as shown. A front piece 11 is se-
cured to the ends of the sides, the sides ex-
tending above the front piece, as shown. The
chute is pivotally mounted within the box in
such a manner that when its upper end is
rocked forwardly to cause the chute to lie
horizontal the front piece 11 will close the
front of the cupola, save for a narrow slot 12
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for the ingress of letters. This slot 12 isalso
closed by means of a curvilinear plate 13,
having an extension 14 at an angle thereto,
through the medium of which extension it is
movably connected with the sides of the
chute on pivots 15, as shown in Figs. 1, 2,
and 4. This plate 13 is counterbalanced by
its extension 14, so that when the chute isin
the position shown in Fig. 1 the plate will un-
cover the opening and may be readily moved
to close the slot. .

At a suitable distance from the upper or

-forward end of the chute the sides are in-

clined upwardly and are covered to form an
outwardly or forwardly opening hopper,
whose front edge projects above the sides of
the chute., Between the mouth of the hopper
and the front end of the chute there is an
open space, within which is located the plate
13 above referred to.

In the rvear of the hopper the sides are ex-
tended upwardly for a suitable distance and
are provided with a covering extending from
one side to the other, this covering entirely
closing the chutfe at this point. Upon this
covering 15’ as a base are journaled two rolls
16 and 17 in suitable bearings 18, said rolls
carrying a continuous inking-ribbon 19, pass-
ing over them and thence through slotsin the
sides of the chute, so as to lie transversely of
the chute. Within the chute and secured to
the under surface of the base 15 is a dater
and canceler 20, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3,
over which the inking-ribbon passes.

Extending downwardly and forwardly from
the rear end of the chute is a plate 22, having
abead at its forward end for a purpose which
will be presently explained. Inordertoswing
the chute into the position shown in Fig. 1,
a knob 23 is secured to each side thereof and
in a position to travel in an arc-shaped slot
in its respective side of the box proper, as
shown at 24 in Fig. 4.
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Inserted in the front of the box isaremov- -

able stamp 18', (shown in detail in Fig. 6 of
the drawings,) which stamp consists of a
changeable dating-stamp 19" and a canceler
20', over the faces of which is a continuous
inking-ribbon 21', carried through a longitu-
dinal slot 26 in the block of the stamp and
adapted to be adjusted through said slot and

over the dater and stamp. The position of .
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the stamp is such that when the chute hangs
in a position to close the front of the cupola,
asshown in Fig. 4 of the drawings, said chute
will rest with its open under side adjacent the
stamp and with its sides lying on either side
thereof.

In order to adjust the ink-ribbon 19 auto-
matically, I secure to a suitable support a
spring-plate 28’, having its end serrated and
curved downwardly to lie substantially par-
allelwith the body of the plate. Ihaveshown
this plate attached to the side of the cancel-
ing-stamp in Iig. 4 of the drawings in sucha

. position that when the chute falls to the po-
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sition shown in Fig. 4 the ribbon 19 will en-
gage the rounded side of the serrated plate
and will pass therebeyond; but when the
chute is rocked to the position shown in Fig.
1 the ribbon will be engaged by the serrations
of the plate and will be caused to move upon
its supporting-rollers, thus changing the po-
sition of the ribbon after each operation of

-the device.

The operation of the device is as follows:
Thestampsinthe frontofthe boxand uponthe
chute having been set for the proper date, the
operating-knob is grasped and the upper end
of the chute is rocked forward until the slot
in the front of the box is opened, the plate 13
then lying to nncover the slot. A letteris
then inserted through the slot and engages
the extension of the plate 13, causing the plate
to rise and close the slot, and thus prevent the
ingress of another letter until the-chute has
been allowed to drop, when the letter passes
from the projection and downwardly through
thehopperandintoengagement with the plate
22. Theéengagement with plate 22 occurs be-
fore the chute has reached the limit of its
downward movement, and. the downward
swing of the chute causes the letter to lie
against the ribbon ecarried by the chate.
‘When the chute reaches the limit of its down-
ward movement, it is suddenly arrested by
the box dater, causing the imprint of the date
and cancel on both faces of the letter, and
thus insuring dating and canceling irrespec-
tive of the arrangement of the letter within
the chute. The chute is held in this position
and is prevented from bouncing by means of
the bead on the edge of the plate 22, which
engages the points against the lower edge of
the box dater until a slight force is brought
to bear upon the upper end of the chute.
When the chute is rocked forward to receive
another letter, the canceled letter will drop
from plate 22 and into the letter-box.

It will be readily understood that I may

make my device of any desired material and
that I mayemploy any suitable form of daters
and cancelers, either time or not, and that I
may vary the specific arrangement and con-
structions herein set forth without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

Having deseribed my invention, what I
claim is—

1. A mail-box comprising a receptacle hav-

inganopening therein, a chute pivoted within-

the receptacle adjacent the opening and hav-
ing a mouth adapted to receive the mail, a
shutter within the chute adapted to close the
mouth thereof, a stamp mounted within the
chute and adapted to engage mail deposited

therein, and a second stamp mounted within.

the receptacle to engage the mail within the
chute, when the latter is rocked.

2. A mail-boxcomprising a receptacle hav-
ingan opening therein, achute pivoted within
the receptacle adjacent the opening, said
chute having a mouth adapted to register
with the opening, a shutter pivoted within

and adapted to close the mouth of the chute,

a stamp mounted within the chute adapted
to engage mail therein, rollers mounted upon
the chute, an inking-ribbon attached to the
rollers and passing over the stamp, a second
stamp mounted within the receptacle adaps-
ed to engage mail within the chute when the

60

65

70

75

8o

85

latter is rocked, and a mechanism mounted - A

upon the last-named stamp for operating the
ribbon passing over the first-named stamp.
3. A mail-box comprising a receptacle hav-
ingan opening therein, a chute pivoted within
the receptacle adjacent the opening, said
chute comprising bottom, side and top walls,
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having a mouth adapted to register with the .

opening of the receptacle, ashutter mounted
within and adapted to close the mouth of the
chute, a stamp arranged within the chute to
engage matter therein, an opening within the
wall of the chute opposite said stamp, roll-
ers mounted upon the. chute, longitudinal
slots in the sides of the chute adjacent the
stamp, an inking-ribbon secured to the roll-
ers and passing through said slots, a second
stamp mounted within the receptacle for en-
gaging matter within the chute when the lat-
ter is rocked, and a mechanism securing said
canceler for actuating the inking-ribbon on
the chute.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

- JOHN A. TILLY.

Witnesses:

ELMER E. BERGEN,
FrED II. CONKLIN.
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