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1. 
This invention relates to receptacles, and more 

particularly to a storage and display receptacle 
for numismatic items. - 
Among the several objects of the invention may 

be noted the provision of a display receptacle for 
coins, medals, medallions and the like suitable for 
variously sized and shaped items of this class; the 
provision of a receptacle for items of the class de 
scribed permitting complete visual inspection of 
all surfaces of an item contained therein; the pro 
vision of a receptacle of this class for protecting 
such items from common types of injury Such as 
scratches and tarnishing; the provision of a re 
ceptacle of this class requiring a minimum of 
storage Space while permitting quick and easy 
assortiment of Selected items for display purposes; 
and, the provision of an inexpensive receptacle 
such as described which may be easily loaded. 
Other objects will be in part apparent and in 
part pointed out hereinafter. : 
The invention accordingly comprises the ele 

ments and combinations of elements, features of 
construction, and arrangements of parts which 
will be exemplified in the structures hereinafter 
described, and the scope of the application of 
which will be indicated in the following claims. 
In the accompanying drawing, in which one of 

various possible embodiments of the invention is 
illustrated, - 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a receptacle of this in 
vention; w -- 

Fig. 2 is an end view of the receptacle with parts 
in position for the reception of a coin, the thick 
ness being exaggerated; 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a loaded and closed re 
ceptacle; and - - - - - - - 

Fig. 4 is a section taken along the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3, with thicknesses exaggerated. 
Similar reference characters indicate corre 

sponding parts throughout the several views of 
the drawing. 
In the field of numismatics, the provision of 

satisfactory storage and display means has pre 
sented certain difficulties. The problem is gener 
ally one of providing protection for the speci 
aiens, in particular anti-tarnish protection, while 
permitting complete inspection of the specimen. 
A coin in mint or uncirculated condition is more 
valuable to a collector than one which has an 
appearance of having been in circulation. Also, 
it is desirable that the edges of a coin, as well as 
both faces, be visible, Since certain issues have 
designs, printing and the like formed on their 
edges. Other factors to be considered in the solu 
tion of this problem would include the ease of 
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handling; the amount of storage space required, 
it being desirable to hold this factor to a mini 
num; and, means for readily identifying the vari 
ous items without resort to inspection of the item. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the receptacle of 
this invention generally comprises a flat open 
frame having a pair of transparent panels 3 
and 5 held face to face so that a coin or the like 
may be lodged therebetween for visual inspec 
tion. The frame is formed of relatively rigid 
sheet material having a surface adapted for the 
inscription of pertinent information thereon. 
Also, the frame is preferably of a thickness some 
What greater than the average thickness of nu 
mismatic items, such as coins. Cardboard has 
been found to be a suitable material while hav 
ing the further advantage of being inexpensive. 
The transparent panels 3 and 5, are formed of 
generally flexible transparent sheet material of 
such chemical nature that there is no reaction 
With metal contacting same. Cellulose acetate 
is Such a material. 
More Specifically, the frame comprises a pair 

of flat, centrally apertured frame members 7 and 
9 of similar shape stamped from relatively thick 
cardboard sheet material. The frame members 
have a rectangular outline for easy handling and 
filing. Also, they are formed with an opening of 
Such size and shape as to accommodate the vari 
ous items of the class for which the receptacle is 
designed. In the illustrated embodiment, the 
frame members are formed with a square open 
ing and thus have top and bottom legs and 3 
integrally joined by side legs 5. Relatively tight 
ly stretched across frame member 7 is a trans 
parent panel 3 of relatively thin, transparent 
sheet naaterial, Such as cellulose acetate. A simi 
lar transparent panel 5 is stretched across the 
other member 9. The panels are adhesively se 
cured throughout their marginal areas to the ad 
joining frame members, each panel extending 
approximately to the outer edges of the members. 
Panel 3 is in face to face contact with panel 5, 
the coextensive attached frame members facing 
outwardly. The whole is held together by staple 
fasteners punched into the frame bottom 3 
and side legs 5 and lying flush with their outer 
faces. The top portions of members 7 and 9 are 
temporarily left unfastened to provide an inlet 
9 for the insertion of a coin. 
The receptacle is provided with means for read 

ily separating the transparent panels to facil 
itate the loading operation. Adjoining sheets of 
certain transparent material, such as cellulose 
acetate, commonly have an affinity for one an 
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other which renders their separation difficult. 
Accordingly, indented score lines 2 are formed 
across the side legs 5 of frame member 7 above 
fasteners , permitting the upper portion of 
member 7 to be readily folded away from member 
9 along lines 2 (Fig.2). 
A coin or the like is inserted through the inlet 

A9 between transparent panels 3 and 5. The rel 
atively tightly stretched panels yield sufficiently 
to permit entrance of the coin while tending to 
grip same and prevent undesired movements 
thereof. By intentionally jarring the receptacle, 
the coin may be moved therein; however, ordis 
nary movements of the frame will not cause the 
coin to slide about. Thus, the coin may be ceni 
trally positioned as at C and held in this position 
under normal handling conditions. Teg of 
frame member is folded back against frame 
member 9 and is Secured thereto, as by a trans 
parent adhesive tape 23, folded across the top 
edgeS. 

Information pertaining to the coin may be in 
Scribed. On the outer face of the fraine as by pen 
So that the item C may be readily identified. With 
out a close scrutiny for mint marks, etc. The 
outer faces of the cardboard frame may be cal 
endered to provide a gloSSy surface for this pur 
pose, if desired. The inscription is preferably 
made along the top portions of the frame prior 
to fastening Same so that the subsequently ap 
plied closure tape 23 will cover it and protect it 
from subsequent injury. Adhesive tape has the 
additional advantage of being readily removable, 
thereby permitting the receptacle to be re-used. 
A given receptacle is adapted to receive a variety 
of coins of different shapes and sizes, being lim 
ited only by the size and shape of the frame open 
ing through which the coin is viewed. 
A coin is thus completely enclosed in the re 

ceptacle safe from such harmful conditions as : 
attack by gases in the atmosphere or by moisture 
from the hands of a person examining the coin. 
The frame, per Se, need not be non-reactive to 
metal since it is shielded from the coin by the 
transparent protective panels. 
that all surfaces of the coin, including its edges, 
are readily visible. Also, the relatively thick 
frame members tend to guard the outer faces of 
the transparent panels from scratching and per 
mit. Symmetrical stacking of individual recep 
tacles for storage without interference from the 
OutWard bulge 25 of panels 3 and 5 caused by 
coin C (Fig. 4). 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the 
Several objects of the invention are achieved and 
other advantageous results attained. 
As many changes could be made in the above 

constructions without departing from the Scope 
'Of the invention, it is intended that all matter 
contained in the above description or shown in 
the accompanying drawing shall be interpreted as 
illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 

I claim: 
1. A display receptacle for coins, medals, me 

dallions and the like comprising two centrally 
apertured, coextensive frame members of rela 
tively rigid sheet material, two panels of flexible 
transparent sheet material stretched across the 
frame members between said members, said pan 
els being adhesively secured throughout their 
nargins to the respective frame members, and 
fastening means holding the members in assem 
bled relation, a portion of one member and its 
attached panel portion being Separable from the 
other member and its attached panel portion for 

It Will be noted 
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the insertion of a numismatic item between the 
panels. 

2. A display receptacle for coins, medals, me 
dallions and the like comprising two generally 
rectangular, centrally apertured, coextensive 
frame members of cardboard, two panels of flexi 
ble transparent sheet material Stretched acroSS 
the frame members between said members and be 
ing adhesively secured throughout their margins 
to the respective frame members, and fasteners 
at three sides of the rectangular members holding 
the members in assembled relation, the fourth 
Side of one frame member and its attached panel 
portion being foldable away from the other frame 
member and its attached panel portion for the 
insertion of a numismatic item therebetween, the 
transparent panels being adapted to grip and hold 
the edge of a coin and the like and hold it spaced 
from the frame members. 

3. A display receptacle for coins, medals, me 
dallions and the like comprising two generally 
rectangular, centrally apertured, coextensive 
frame members of cardboard, two panels of flexi 
ble transparent sheet material stretched across 
the respective frame members between said 
members and being adhesively secured through 
out their margins to the respective frame mem 
bers, fasteners at three sides of the rectangular 
members holding the members in coextensive as 
Sembled relation, the fourth side of one frame 
inenber and its attached panel portion being 
foldable away from the other frame member and 
its attached panel portion for the insertion of a 
numismatic item therebetween, one of the frame 
members having indented score lines formed par 
allel to and adjacent the unfastened side thereof 
to facilitate folding, the transparent panels being 
adapted to grip and hold the edge of a coin and 
the like and hold it spaced from the frame mem 
bers. 

4. A display receptacle for a coin of predeter 
mined diameter and thickness comprising at least 
two generally rectangular, centrally apertured co 
extensive frame members of cardboard, the aper 
tures in the frame members having minimum di 
mensions greater than the diameter of the coin, 
two panels of flexible transparent sheet material 
stretched across the inner surfaces of the respec 
tive frame members and adhesively secured there 
to throughout their margins, staple fasteners at 
three sides of the rectangular frame members 
holding the frame members in coextensive as 
Sembled relation, the fourth side of one frame 
nenber and its attached panel portion being 
foldable away from the opposite portion of the 
other frame member for insertion of said coin 
therebetween, the foldable frame member having 
Score lines formed therein to facilitate folding, 
and the transparent panels being adapted to grip 
the edge of a coin and hold it Spaced from the 
frame members. 
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