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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A hanger for a case holding a pair of glasses is provided which includes a web of flexible
material having an elongate main body portion having an upper end and a lower end, a pair of
tabs extending from the lower end of the main body portion adapted to encircle the case, and an

apertufe adjacent to the upper end of the main body portion adapted to receive a support for
hanging the hanger holding the case.
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HANGER FOR CASE HOLDING NON-PRESCRIPTION READING GLASSES

SPECIFICATION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION|

This invention relates to a display hanger for an eyeglasses case for use on a hanging
type display stand.

Various display hangers exist in the prior art for hanging various articles, such as hand
tools and the like. For example, U.S. Patent No. 5,484,056 (Wood) teaches a display hanger for
suspending an article such as a screwdriver. A special elastomeric grommet 18 used to hang the
tool. ‘

Additionally, U.S. Patent No. 3,884,443 (McMaster) teaches a pressure-sensitive hanger
for small articles such as merchandise packages, wall packages and the like that can be hung on
display rods or hooks. This invention is directed to a universal hanger thét 1s applied with
adhesive to a small item. Here, a means to prevent peeﬁhg of the hanger from the product to
which 1t 1s secured 1s included.

Various eyeglass holders are also known. For example, U.S. Patent No. 5,046,696 (Lee)
teaches a holder for eyeglasses which accepts a temple portion of an eyeglass frame for
supporting eyeglasses in a vertical position. The holder may be mounted, for example, in an
automobile, boat or convenient location in a home. The design includes a planar first member

and a second member integral to the first which protrudes outwardly. An opening between the

- first and second members accepts the temple of the eyeglass frame. An adhesive is applied to

a surface of the first member for adhesion of the device to another surface.

Howevef, to this point, a very simple and inexpensive hanger for a glasses case has not
been known that allows a user remove the glasses case from a display rack, allows a user to open
the glasses case to remove a pair of glasses therein to try the glasses on for appearance and
strength of lenses, and that maintains the integrity of the hanger so that the glasses can be

reinserted into the case and the case can be re-hung on a display rack.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
A hanger for a case holding a pair of glasses 1s provided which includes a web of flexible
material having an elongate main body portion having an upper end and a lower end, a pair of

tabs extending from the lower end of the main body portion adapted to encircle the case, and an
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aperture adjacent to the upper end of the main body portion adapted to receive a support for
hanging the hanger holding the case. The web of flexible material is preferably a web of thin
plastic material such as polyvinylchloride. Alternatively, the web of flexible material may be
constructed from, for example, a paper product. The tabs extending from the lower end of the
main body portion may have adhesive thereon whereby the tabs are adapted to adhere to the
case. The adhesive may be, for example, double-backed tape. The main body portion and the
pair of tabs preferably form a generally upside down T-shape.

The present invention is also directed to the combination of a hanger and a case holding
a pair of glasses. Again, the hanger is a web of flexible material having an elongate main body
portion having an upper end and a lower end, a pair of tabs extending from the lower end of the
main body portion adapted to encircle the case, and an aperture adjacent to the upper end of the
main body portion adapted to receive a support for hanging the hanger holding the case. The
case holds the pair of glasses in a folded configuration in a central compartment. The reading
glasses may be non-prescription reading glasses.
The case preterably has an upper lid section and a lower body portion and the tabs are adhered
to the lower body portion only such that the upper lid section may be removed without

disturbing the tabs adhered to the lower body portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS
The invention will be described in conjunction with the following drawings in which like
reference numerals designate like elements and wherein:
FIG. 1 1s an 1sometric view of a hanger for a case holding non-prescription reading

glasses in accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention, where the dotted

lines represent the case;

FIG. 2 1s an 1sometric view of the hanger for a case holding non-prescription reading
glasses of FIG. 1, shown prior to installation on the case;

FIG. 3 15 a cross-sectional view of the hanger for a case holding non-prescription sun
glasses of FIG. 1, taken substantially along lines 3- -3 of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 4 1s an 1sometric view of the hanger for a case holding non-prescription reading
glasses of FIG. 1 along with a case, shown with the lid of the case and glasses in a removed

condition.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The invention will be illustrated in more detail with reference to the following
embodiments, but it should be understood that the present invention is not deemed to be limited
thereto. |

Referring now to the drawings wherein like part numbers refer to like elements
throughoﬁt the several views, there is shown FIGS. 1-3 a hanger 10 for a case 12 holding a pair
of glasses in accordance with one preferred embodiment of the present invention. The hanger
10 is constructed from a web 14 of flexible material. The hanger has an elongated main body
portion 16 having an upper end 18 and a lower end 20, a pair of tabs 22A, 22B extending from
the lower end 20 of the main body portion 16 that encircle the case 12, and an aperture 24
adjacent to the upper end 18 of the main body portion 16 that is formed to receive a support tor
hanging the hanger 10 holding the case 12.

Preferably, the web 14 of flexible material is thin plastic material such as
polyvinylchloride (PVC). However, the web 14 may be made from a paper product such as thin
cardboard or the like so long as the web 14 has sufficient strength to support the case 12 on a
rack by use of hook through the aperture 24.

Preferably, the tabs 22A, 22B that extend from the lower end 20 of the main body
portion 16 have adhesive 26 thereon. The tabs 22A, 22B encircle the case 12 and may be
adhered to one another, to the case 12 alone or to both one another and the case 12. The
adhesive may be a double-backed tape and is preferably has a release liner strip (not shown) to
assist in assembly.

The case may be, for example, oval in cross-sectional shape, rectangular, or any other
cross-sectional shape that is suitable to hold a pair of glasses or reading glasses.

The hanger 10 is preferably very inexpensively manufactured as essentially a two-

dimensional object and is preferably in the form of an upside down T-shape where the tabs 22A,
22B are at the lower end 20 of the main body portion 16.

As shown in FIG. 4, the case 12 is preferably of a two-piece design. That 1s, the case 12
preferably has an upper lid portion 28 that slides onto a lower main body portion 30. The tabs
22A, 22B of the hanger attach to either the upper lid portion 28 or the lower main body portion
30 such that the lid portion 28 can be removed and a pair of glasses (in a folded configuration)
in a central compartment 32 the main body portion 30 can be withdrawn. A user can then try
on the glasses and determine if the strength of the glasses 1s appropriate (for example, where the

glasses are reading glasses) and determine 1f the style 1s appropriate.
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While the invention has been described in detail and with reference to specific examples
thereof, it will be apparent to one skilled in the art that various changes and modifications can

be made therein without departing from the spirit and scope thereot.
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CLAIMS:

1. A hanger and a glasses case holding a pair of glasses, comprising a web
of flexible material, said web having an elongate main body portion having an
upper end and a lower end and a vertical axis, a pair of tabs extending from the
lower end of the main body portion encircling the case, the tabs being thin strips
having a pair of parallel edges, both parallel edges being perpendicular to the
vertical axis and having straight edges, and an aperture adjacent to the upper
end of the main body portion adapted to receive a support for hanging the

hanger holding the case.

2. The hanger of claim 1, wherein the web of flexible material is a web of thin

plastic material.

3. The hanger of claim 1, wherein the web of flexible material is a web of
polyvinylchloride.
4. The hanger of claim 1, wherein the web of flexible material is constructed

- from a paper product.

5. The hanger of claim 1, wherein the tabs extending from the lower end of
the main body portion have adhesive thereon whereby the tabs are adapted to

adhere to the case.

6. The hanger of claim 5, wherein the adhesive is double-backed tape.

7. The hanger of claim 1, wherein the main body portion and the pair of tabs

form a generally upside down T-shape.

8. A hanger and a case holding a pair of glasses, said hanger comprising a
web of flexible material having an elongate main body portion having an upper
end and a lower end and a vertical axis, a pair of tabs extending from the lower
end of the main body portion adapted to encircle the case, the tabs being thin

strips having a pair of parallel edges, both parallel edges being perpendicular to
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the vertical axis and having straight edges, and an aperture adjacent to the
upper end of the main body portion adapted to receive a support for hanging the
hanger holding the case, the case holding the pair of glasses in a folded

configuration in a central compartment.

9. A hanger and a case holding a pair of glasses, said hanger comprising a
web of flexible material having an elongate main body portion having an upper
end and a lower end and a vertical axis, a pair of tabs extending from the lower
end of the main body portion adapted to encircle the case, the tabs being thin
strips having a pair of parallel edges, both parallel edges being perpendicular to
the vertical axis and having straight edges, the tabs having adhesive thereon,
whereby the tabs are adhered to the case, and an aperture adjacent to the upper
end of the main body portion adapted to receive a support for hanging the
hanger holding the case, the case holding the pair of glasses in a folded

configuration in a central compartment.

10.  The hanger and case of claim 9, wherein the adhesive is double-backed

tape.

11. The hanger and case of claim 8, wherein the main body portion and the

pair of tabs form a generally upside down T-shape.

12. The hanger and case of claim 8, wherein the reading glasses are non-

prescription reading glasses.

13. The hanger and case of claim 8, wherein the case has an upper lid
section and a lower body portion and the tabs are adhered to the lower body
portion only such that the upper lid section may be removed without disturbing

the tabs adhered to the lower body portion.

RIDOUT & MAYBEE LLP
Toronto, Canada
Patent Agents
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