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To all, whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, HAROLD F. NoRTON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
portNews, in the county of Warwick and State 
of Virginia, have invented certain new and 
usefullmprovements in Trousers-Hangers, of 
which the following is a specification. 
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This invention relates to trousers-hangers 
of the kind in which two clamp members are 
applied to the lower ends of the legs of the 
trousers and held in engagement therewith by 
a spring and in which one of the clamp mem 
bers is provided with a hook or eye by means 
of which the clamp with the trousers attached 
may be suspended. Experience has, shown 
that when trousers are flattened out, creased, 
and attached to clamps of this kind and the 
clamp is suspended so as to cause the trousers 
to hang freely therefrom the shape of the 
trousers may be preserved for a long time 
without pressing. • '. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

trousers-hangers of this general class which 
shall be strong and durable, may be cheaply 
made, and quickly applied and released and 
which shall securely hold the trousers with 
out in any way injuring them. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of my improved hanger 
applied to a pair of trousers. Fig. 2 is a per 
spective view of the hanger with the clamp 
members open. Figs. 3 and 4 are detail views 
showing how the rubber band employed is at 
tached to the cross-bar or handle which it. 
carries. 
There are two clamp members A and B, 

which are preferably made of wood finished 
Smooth, but unpainted or varnished. Each 
member is preferably formed, as shown on its 
inner side, with a wide groove a to accommo 
date the seams of the trousers in order that 
the members may firmly engage the goods on 
opposite sides of the seams. The member. A 
is formed at one end with a slot C, which is 
crossed by a wooden peg D, and at its oppo 
site end is formed with a slot E. The front 
face of the member A, adjacent the slot E, is 
preferably recessed at e to receive the cross 
bar or handle K, hereinafter referred to. The 

5o member B is formed at one end with a recess 
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G, crossed by a wooden peg H, and at its op 
posite end the member B is formed with a re 
cess I. 
J indicates an ordinary commercial rubber 

band or elastic loop, which is attached to the 
member A. by the peg D and extends through 
the opening in the member B, formed by the 

In this recess G and closed by the peg H. 
way the members A and B are hinged to 
gether by the band J. Preferably the width 
of the recess G is approximately the same as 
that of the band J or a little less, so that the 
band will fit tightly therein. The band J car 
ries on its outer free end a cross-bar or han 
dle K, which is preferably attached, in the 

of a wire clip L. As indicated, the band is 
inserted through a loop l in the clip, and then 
the cross-bar K is passed through the eyes 2 
of the clip and through the looped portion f 
of the band. Then the band is drawn back 
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manner indicated in Figs. 3 and 4, by means 

tightly in the manner indicated in Fig. 4. 
When assembled, the parts will appear as 
shown in Fig.2, and when in this position the 
trousers may be applied to the clamp member 
A. Then the clamp member B may be folded 
over upon the trousers, and the band may be 
stretched and passed around the outer side of 
the member B, as indicated in Fig. 1, through 
the recesses I and E, and then the cross-bar 
or handle K may be seated in the recess e. 
At this time the parts will appear as shown 
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in Fig. 1, and the clamp members will firmly 
engage the trousers. One of the clamp mem 
bers may be provided with a suitable hanger 
M, which is preferably a hook, as shown. 
By employing a rubber band of good qual 

ity the hanger may be used for a long time 
without repair; but should the band be broken 
or wear out it can easily be replaced, as such 
bands may be easily procured. As there are 
so few parts and as these parts are all inex 
pensive the hanger may be made very cheaply. 
There are no loose parts to get lost. There 
is no complicated mechanism, and therefore 
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95 the hanger can be easily applied to or re 
moved from the trousers. As there are prac 
tically no metallic parts and as the clamp 
members are unvarnished or unpainted there 
is no liability of the trousers being stained or Ioo 
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in any way injured. The clamp members are 
broad and flat, and no creases are formed in 
the trousers except where they belong. By 
providing recesses to accommodate the seams 
the clamp is made to engage the trousers at 
the edges of the legs, and thus preserve the 
proper creases. As indicated in Fig. 2, the 
clamp members may be laid wide open to re 
ceive the trousers and then may be easily 
closed and Secured. A uniform and constant 
pressure is exerted on the trousers while they 
are suspended, and therefore there is no dan 
ger of their slipping from engagement with 
the hanger. I preferably employ a rubber 
band, because this may be easily procured and 
it is easily applied. It is essential that an 
elastic connection should be provided, but this 
connection instead of being in the form of a 
band, as shown, might of course be in the 
form of a tape of single thickness; but I do 
not recommend this. It would be inferior to 
the band, and yet the use of such a tape would 
be within the scope of my invention broadly 
stated. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A trousers-hanger comprising two clamp 

members, a strip of elastic material flexibly 
connecting them at One end, and a cross-bar 
or handle carried by said elastic material and 
adapted to be detachably connected with the 
end of the clamp opposite the end thereof 
where the clamp members are flexibly con 
nected. 

2. A trousers-hanger comprising two clamp 
members, a rubber band or elastic loop flexi 
bly connecting them at one end and a cross 
bar or handle carried by said loop and adapted 
to be detachably connected with the end of 
the clamp opposite the end thereof where the 
clamp members are flexibly connected. 
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3. A trousers-hanger comprising two clamp 
members, a rubber band flexibly connecting 
them at one end and which extends longitu 
dinally along the outside of one of the mem 
bers and across the ends of both members, 
and a cross-bar or handle carried by the band 
and adapted to engage the clamp. 

4. A trousers-hanger comprising two clamp 
members each of which has recesses at opposite 
ends, a rubber band attached to one member 
at one end extending through an adjacent re 
cess in the other member and longitudinally 
along the outside of said member across the 
other recessed ends of both members, and a 
cross-bar or handle carried by the end of the 
band engaging the clamp. 

5. A trousers-hanger comprising two clamp 
members each of which is recessed at opposite 
ends, a rubber band extending through all of 
said recesses and longitudinally along the out 
side of one of the clamp members, a peg Se 
curing the band to one of the members, a 
cross-bar or handle carried by the band and 
engaging the same member to which the band 
is attached and a peg on the other member 
confining the band in one of the recesses 
through which it extends. 

6. A trousers-hanger comprising two clamp 
members, a rubber band or elastic loop flexi 
bly connecting them at one end, a cross-bar 
or handle carried by said loop and adapted to 
be detachably connected with the clamp, and 
a wire clip for attaching the cross-bar to the 
rubber band. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub 
Scribed my name. 

HAROLI) F. NORTON. 
Witnesses: 

J. E. HUNTER, 
H. H. APPLEN HETE. 
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