Oct. 21, 1941. 'A. A. OLSON - 2,260,230

CONTAINER

Filed Aug. 16, 1939

'\l;_/L]Z A
' AT 7@ A O55072

o dtoe Y. Greara vy,

et ATTORNEYS

INVENTOR .



Patented Oct. 21, 1941

2,260,230

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

Application August 16, 1939, Serial No. 250,477
(CL 206—44)

1 Claim.

This invention relates to containers, and its
general object is to provide a container in- the
form of an open work transparent lined basket
for holding and displaying fruit, berries and the
like, as distinguished from the closed sheet wood,
so-called berry box now in general use, it being
.obvious that only the upper layer of the contents
of the latter box can be seen, while substantially
the entire contents of my basket can be readily
observed, without disturbing the same, as in gen-
eral practice a customer, when desiring to pur-
chase berries or the like in the old style box
above referred to will require the clerk, much
to his dissatisfaction, to dump the contents, in
order to ascertain the condition thereof, and
stch frequently results in bruising or otherwise
damaging the contents, is unsanitary, as well as
requires rearrangement of the contents, if not
purchased, but all of those disadvantageous fea-
tures have been eliminated by the use of my bas-
ket due to the fact that it displays its contents
from all sides, top and bottom.

A further object is to provide a container which
I term a full view berry basket, that includes a
body capable of withstanding rough usage with-
out permanent damage thereto, in that it is made
from stiff wire mesh material and the entire body
is lined with suitable transparent heavy sheet
material, such as Cellophane or the like, so that
the contents is not only advantageously dis-
played, but the lining prevents the same from
contacting the wire.

Another object is to provide a container of the
character set forth, that is simple in construction,
jinexpensive to manufacture, and extremely effi-
cient in use and service.

This invention also consists in certain other
features of construction and in the combination
and arrangement of the several parts, to be here-
inafter fully described, illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing and specifically pointed ouf in
the appended claim.

In describing the invention in detail, reference
will be had to the accompanying drawing where-
in like characters denote like or corresponding
parts throughout the several views, and in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the container
which forms the subject matter of the present in-
vention. .

Figure 2 is a similar view of the lining assem-
bled and secured in container formation.

Pigure 3 is a plan view of the blank from which
the lining is formed. '

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken approxi-
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mately on line 4—4 of Figure 1, looking in the
direction of the arrows. e

Figure 5 i§ a fragmentary detail view illustrat-

“ing a portion of the body and the reinforcing

frame therefor, at its upper end.

Referring to the drawing in detail,-it will be
noted as shown in Figure 1 that the body of my
container is made from wire mesh material and
in the form illustrated, the interstices are rela-
tively large and of hexagon shape, but they can
be of any suitable size and shape, as will be ap-
parent.  In any event, the wire is stiff and is of
sufficient resiliency to spring back into shape
when pressure is applied to the body. It will be
further noted that the strands of wire are bent
and twisted about each other to provide the in-
terstices and that the body which is broadly in-
dicated by the reference numeral I, is illustrated
as being substantially square to provide four up-
right side walls of equal dimensions, as well as a
square bottom wall, with the side walls rising
from the bottom wall at a slight outward inclina-
tion so that the body is of greater diameter af
its top than at the bottom, but it will be under-
stood that the body can be made in other shapes
without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

The body may be made from a single piece of
sheet wire mesh material, and the strands at
the upper ends of the upper interstices are
looped as at 2 about a square cornered wire
frame 3, with the looped ends soldered or oth-
erwise fixed to the frame. The frame is of course
continuous and acts to reinforce the body, as
well as to provide an even top edge therefor.

The lining is preferably made from a single
blank of any suitable transparent sheet material,
such as Cellophane or the like and in the form
illustrated is shown as being substantially square,
with its corners cut away to provide wall por-
tions 4 and corner tongues 5 of less length than
the wall portions. The blank is provided with
centrally arranged fold lines 6 disposed in square
formation, fold lines T dividing the wall portions
4 from the corner tongues 5, and fold lines 8
extending from the outer to the inner corners
of the tongues. It will be obvious from Figures
2 and 3 that the blank is folded on the lines 6
and T to provide the bottom wall 9 for the lining
and for disposing the wall portions 4 in an up-
right position and at substantially right angles
with respect to each other, with the corner
tongues extending inwardly of the wall portions,
the tongues being folded along the lines 8 and
when so disposed the tongues are of substantially
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triangular formation, and of a double thickness,
as clearly shown in Figure 2.

In order to. hold the blank in folded lining
formation, the corner tongues 5 are adhesively
. secured to the upright wall portions and they
iikewise may be stitched as at 10 to the wall por-
tions, the stitching - extending throughout the
length of the tongues only, so that the outer
edge porfions of the upright wall portions 4 are
free, to provide flaps 11, which when the lining is
inserted within the body, are folded slong the
lines 12 about the frame 3 for disposal exteriorly
of the body and thence are adhesively secured

to the outer faces of the wall portions, as clearly -

shown in Figure 4. . -
The hottom wall 8 is preferably provided with
" drain openings I3 disposed adjacent to' the ‘cor-
ners thereof as clearly shown in Figure 3, to al-
low for the passage of water produced by ekcess
moisture that may accumulate on the content
of the container, ‘ o
From the above description and disclosure in
the drawing, it will be obvious that I have pro-
vided a container for fruit, berries and the like,
that is not only strong and sturdy, but allows for
Teady inspection of its contents without disturb-
ing the same, .due to the fact that the contents
can he readily viewed from all sides, bottom and
top..
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It is thought from the foregoing description
that the advantages and novel features of the
invention will be readily apparent.

It is to be understood that changes may be
made in the construction and in the combination
and arrangement of the several parts, provided
that such changes fall within the scope of the
appended claim.

What I claim is:

A container for holding and displaying fruit,
berries and the like, ‘comprising a body formed
from wire mesh material to provide bottom and
aupright walls and an open top, a continuous wire

* frame about the open top and having the strands

A5

©of the interstices of the body fixed thereto, a

lining formed from a single blank of transparent .

- sheet material folded to provide a bottom wall,
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upright wall portions and corner tongues, said
tongues- being secured to the inner faces of the
upright ‘wall portions for holding the lining in
folded position, said lining being shaped to fit
and. disposed .within said body, flaps formed -

on the: upper-ends of the upright wall portions

. .and disposed about ‘the frame, said flaps. being

secured to the outer faces of the upright wall
portions for -securing the lining to the body,
and- said lining having drain. openings therein.
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