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(57) Abstract: An image predict coding method: determines
an optimal predict mode from a plurality of predict methods
for an object block pixel signal; generates a predict signal ac-
cording to the mode; derives a residual error signal between
pixel signal and the predict signal of the object block; codes
the residual error signal and the optimal predict mode, gener-
ating a compressed signal; and restores the compressed signal,
storing same as a play pixel signal. In the predict mode cod-
ing, the image predict coding method: generates a candidate
predict mode list which treats the optimal predict mode of a
plurality of already played blocks which are adjacent to the
object block as a constituent; codes a flag which denotes
whether the constituent of the optimal predict mode is present
on the list; codes the index to the constituent if the constituent
is present; and codes the optimal predict mode with a number
attached excluding each component of the list if the constitu-
ent is absent.
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