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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-10

Method for joining a fastening element onto a surface
portion of a component,

a) the fastening element having an adhesion face, onto which
there is applied an adhesive that is thermally meltable and
thermally settable, comprising the steps of

b) pre-heating the adhesive to a first temperature (T1), in
order to melt the adhesive;

c) pre-heating the surface portion to a second temperature
(T2); and

d) Tlacing the adhesion face onto the surface portion;

e) the adhesive undergoing main heating, to a third
temperature (T3), after the adhesion face has been placed
onto the surface portion, in order to set the adhesive and
thereby permanently fasten the fastening element to the
component.

2. claims: 11-15

Joining appliance for joining a fastening element onto a
surface portion of a component, the fastening element having
a) an adhesion face, onto which there is applied an adhesive
that is thermally meltable and thermally settable,
comprising

b) a holding device for holding a fastening element, the
holding device being designed to be moved along a joining
axis;

c) at least one heating device, which is designed to heat
the adhesive and the surface portion; and

d) a control device, the control device being designed so to
control the at least one heating device that the adhesive is
first pre-heated, the holding device is then moved ontoc the
component, in order to place the fastening element onto the
surface portion, and the at least one heating device is
finally so controlled that the adhesive between the
fastening element and the surface portion is heated for the
purpose of setting this adhesive.

3. claim: 16

Fastening element, the fastening element having

a) a shank portion and

b) having a flange portion, which adjoins the shank portion
and has a larger cross-sectional area than the shank
portion,

c) the flange portion having, on the side that is opposite
the shank portion and/or on the side that faces towards the
shank portion, an adhesion face, onto which there is applied
an adhesive that is thermally meltable and thermally
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settable,
d) at least one spacing protuberance being realized on the
adhesion face.
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