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best to fasten the rails upon each section previous to 
connecting the beams. 

For curves, the beams can either be sawed into the 
proper shape, or they are bent, asin fig. 6. On curves 
it will be advisable to provide aguard-rail, E, nearthe 
immer edge, as shown infigs. 6 and 7. 

In case the wood should not be sufficiently wide to 
produce beams of the requisite size, several layers may 
be connected as in figs. 4 and 5, in whichtwo longi 
tudinal layers are shown. These several layers are 
connected by double conica keys c c, wlich prevent 
their vertical and longitudinal displacement, and by 
hprizontal boltsd d, whichhold them firmly together. 

In case the track is supported by a trestle, as in 
figs. 8 and 9, the beam is fastened toa sleeper, F, 
which carries rollers e e at its ends, which rest on the 
upper cross-piece, or platform jºof the trestle. By 
this rolling support the trackis allowed some lateral 
play wluile tihe tain is passing overit, to prevent the 
straining of any parts. It willatonce readjust itself 
after the trai has passed. 
As has been mentioned above, this track does not 

require to be levelled and to have a road specially pre 
pared for its bed. Itis orcan be laid upon the ground 
as the same is naturally formed. 
By preparinga quantity of beams, with their rails, 

ata manufacturing-place, and transporting them to 
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their respective places of destination, the track for a 
railroad can be laid with extraordinary rapidity, and 
Tailroads cam, therefore, on this system, be readilyar 
rangedat short motice, whereverthey may be required. 
When motušed, the track can be as easily taken up, 
to be used at some other place. 

Havingthus described my invention, 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent.– 
1. A railway-track, consisting of beams A, rails D, 

and supports B, constructed andarranged as and for 
the purpose lhereinbefore set forth. 

2. The combination of vertical double-coned keys 
c, with the transverse bolts d, to unite the longitudi 
mallhalves of a beam, in the manner shown and de 
scribed. 

3. The application of the rollerse, between the sup 
porting-beam and trestle, for the purpose of allowing 
slight lateral motion to the track, substantially as 
herein shown and deseribed. V 
The above specification of my invention made by 

me, this 23d day of April, 1869. 
BN. LUDWGLO PREST. 

Witnesses: 
H. KREsMANN, 
J. H. E. PRILLWITZ. 

  


