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This invention relates to renewable elastie 
band and has for an object to provide, in 
combination with a garment, an elastic bald 
forming any contracting element, as for in 

is stance, contracting the garment at the Waist 
and embodies lew and improved lineans for 
removing the old and spent elastic and ap 
plying fresh live elastic. 
A furtheir object of the invention is to pro 

10 vide a garment, made up in such manner that 
the spent elastic may be removed from the 
hem of the garment without mutilating the 
garment or ripping any of the seams of the 
garment, and to wholly conceal the elastic 

15 and and its attaching means, after such at 
tachment or renewal. - 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a garment having a hem with an elastic 
contracting band disposed in the hem and at 

20 tached at its opposite ends to parts of the 
garment forming a gathering of the mate 
rial, said hem being provided with openings 

... through which parts of the elastic band and 
its attaching means may be drawn for Sever 

25 ing and replacing. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a garment having a hem at its upper 
edge with openings formed therein similar 
to button holes, adjacent to the ends of the 

30 hem with tapes, or like materials, within the 
hem and sewed to the garment at the end of 
the hem, with an elastic band extending from 
the tape at one end to a similar tape at the 
other end and so located so that the end of 

35 the tape and the attached end of the elastic 
band may he drawn through the button hole 
for accessibility in severing and 'enewing 
the eastic band. 

40 My invention is directed also to other ob 

and advantage. Some of which, together with 
the foregoing, will be hereinafter set forth. 

In the drawing 
Figure 1 is a view, in side elevation of a 

fragment of a gathered hem, with an elastic 
contained therein for maintaining the hein 
resiliently in gathered condition, 
Figure 2 is a sectional view, on a somewhat 

50 enlarged scale, showing the mannel of at 

jects and possesses other features of novelty 

taching the elastic band to the tape and its 
relation to the button hole, . 

Figure 3 is a view in side elevation, with 
parts broken away, showing the relation of 
the tape and the end of the elastic band and 
the button hole, r 

Figure 4 is a view, in einlarged sections, 
of the tape and elastic band withdrawin 
through the button hole and separated pre 
paratory to removing the spent elastic or at 
taching a new elastic, and 

Figure 5 is a sectional view showing the 
tape and eastic withdrawn from the button 
hole and connected in operative relation 
showing in dotted lines the position of the 
parts when severed. 

Like characters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
WWS. 8 . . . . 

The invention, which forms the subject 
matter of this application, is adaptable to a 
great variety of garments, or the like, but it 
is especially applicable to women's undergar 
ments made of soft material and still more particularly to the type of undergarments 
employing a yoke of relatively unstretchable 
material, with a section of elastic between 
the ends of the yoke providing for variations 
of the size of the waist line or other fitting 
parts. As shown in the drawing, such a 
garment is represented at 10 and a gathered 
hem is represented at 11. At the ends of the 
hem, seams 12 are provided. Spaced some 
what away from the ends and from the seams 
12, are openings 13 corresponding in size and 
general make-up to button holes and by which 
name they will be hereinafter called, it being 
understood however, that the term is merely 
used for convenience and that it is not en 
ployed in conjunction with a button. 
Sewed within the hem 11, by the seams 12, 

are tapes 14 of sufficient length to span and 
extend some distance across and beyond the 

o 

8 5 

button holes. As shown in the drawing, 
these tapes are double for the reason to be 
hereinafter more specifically mentioned, but 
it is to be understood that this is merely for 
producing an artistic connection and includes 
the use of a single tape or like strip of fabric. 
The term “tape” as herein employed, is not 
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necessarily limited to tape per Sebut includes 
any narrow fabric strips or bands. 
By reason of the resiliency of the contained 

elastic band 15, as well as for the reason that 
the gathering of the material as in the hem 
11, will permit the gathering to be further 
moved along the band, the end of either tape 
14 and one end of the elastic band 15 may 
be drawn through one of the button holes as 

10 indicated at Figures 1, 4 and 5. The spent 
elastic may now be severed from the tape by 
simply cutting ol' ripping the stitches and 
when so released from both ends, may be re 
moved from the hem and a new elastic band 

15 threaded in. The new band being inserted, 
the ends are likewise drawn or left outside 
of the button holes in position to be joined 
and stitched to the tapes 14. This stitching 
being accomplished, the mere stretching of 

20 the garment will cause the elastic, and its 
connected parts, to draw itself through the 
button hole and to be contained entirely with 
in the hem producing thereby a ga? ment of 
the original utility and without defacing, 

25 marring or mutilating the garment in any 
particular in the replacing of the elastic band. 
Of course, the renewable elastic band 

herein illustrated may be modified in vari 
ous ways without departing from the inven 

30 tion herein set forth and hereinafter claimed. 
The invention is hereby claimed as follows: 
1. The combination with a garment em 

loclying a hem having openings adjacent to 
he ends, a tape secured to the garment at each 

35 end of and within the hem spanning one of 
said openings, and an elastic band within the 
hem attached to the tapes, said band and 
tapes being wholly within the hem. 

2. The combination with a garment en 
40 bodying a hem having openings adjacent to 

the ends of the hem, tapes stitched to the ends 
of the hem and of such length as to extend 
across the openings and adapted to be drawn 
outwardly through the openings with the 
ends extending therefrom and an elastic band 
adapted to have its ends extended through 
the openings and in position to be secured to 
or removed from the tape, said band and tapes 
being normally wholly within the hem. 

50 3. The combination with a garment having 
a hem, an elastic band within the hem, and 
attaching means forming extensions of the 
band fixed wholly within the hen, said hen 
being provided with openings adjacent to 
its opposite ends forming exits for connected 
ends of the band and extensions. - 

in testimony whereof I have signed ny 
name to this specification. 

ALFRED D. LEEAAN. 
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