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To «ll whony 76 s coneerm: .

Be it known that I, Isaac B. SEELEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
and county of Philadelphia, State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented anewand useful Im-
provement in Baskets, which improvement is
folly set forth in the following specification
and accompanying drawings.

My invention consists of a basket so con-
structed that it can be packed rapidly and
when open display the contents with a fine
facing, while the basket is prevented from
bulging. It isventilated and is graceful and
attractive in its nature and may be readily
and conveniently carried, while the bottom
is prevented from being forced into the hody
by pressure upwardly from below, the body
of the basket being of the form of the frus-
tums of cones united at their narrow diame-
ters, producing a neck which is confined by a
ring, the latter being so constructed that it is
prevented from shifting or disconnection.

Figure 1 represents a vertical section of a
basket embodying my invention. Fig. 2 rep-
resents a side elevation thereof. Fig. 3 rep-
resents a horizontal section on line « #, Fig.
1,looking upwardly. Fig. 4 represents a ver-
tical section of a portion of a modification of
the invention. .

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, A designates a
basket which is constructed of the body-slats
B, the bottom C, the lid or cover D, the up-
per hoops E, the bottom hoops F, and the ring
G of wire or other material. The slats B are
deflected inwardly above the bottom thereof,
forming the neck or reduced portion J of the
basket, the same being circumscribed by the
ring G, thus preventing the spreading or ex-
pansion of said slats at said neck, it being
noticed that the body consists of two sections
of the form of frustums of cones joined at
their narrower diameters, the nupper cone be-
ing reversed. S

The periphery of the bottom C is beveled,
so as to accord with the contiguous part of
thelower inner hoop F, the widest part of said
bottom C being below.

The operation is as follows: The cover D is
secured to the body and the latter inverted
and the bottom C removed, when the basket

is rested on the cover, which is now below.
The fruit or other article in the basket is
packed on the cover so as to prodace subse-
quently best results of preservation and dis-
play. The packing is continued until the
basket is more than full, so that a layer of
the fruit, &e., is above the basket, when the
bottom is applied and pressed down on said
layer, whereby the contents of the basket are
made entirely compact, after which the bot-
tom is nailed or otherwise secured to the hoops
I and adjacent portion of the body. The
basket is now reversed and is ready for han-
dling, transportation, storage, or the market.
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When the lid is removed, the fruit, &e., -

will be found to be in admirable condition
both in facing or appearance and preserva-
tion, while the basket is attractive and ean
be nicely and conveniently carried, as the in-
ward deflection or neck J causes the removal

of the main portion of the body from contact

with the garment of the carrier, and it is also
a matter of note that the basket is strong and
durable and is prevented from bulging at its
deflection, while it is also simple and inex-
pensive in its nature and adapted to venti-
late the contents thereof.

When the baskets are shipped, they may
be placed one upon the other,and as the cover
rests on the hoop it cannot be pressed down
against the fruit, &ec., while the conical bot-
tom cannot further enter the body, as it is
wedging in its contact with the latter in up-
ward direction, and there isno injurious pres-
sure on the contents of the basket from be-
low, the wedging action being due to the con-

ical or widening nature of the lower section:

of the body, which section also provides a
wide base on which the basket may securely
rest.

The lower part or section of the basket as
formed by the compressed action of the hoop
or ring G provides the flare or deflection to
receive the beveled bottom C, the latter thus
being adapted to a basket the reverse of that
of the commercial basket in general use, thus
causing said bottom to wedge with the con-
tiguous hoop and preventing foreing said bot-
tom upwardly or inwardly from below.

When Dbaskets as filled and closed are
placed in a ear for shipment, they may be al-
ternately reversed, so that the narrow and
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-are below, as in the other
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wide ends form a continuity of each other in
each row and in the tiers, thus adapting the
baskets to be packed close together and util-
izing the space between the baskets and giv-
ing the best results in solid car shipment.
Furthermore, the inclined sides of the double
conical or flaring sections of a basket provide
increased bearing-surfaces and support for
the contents of the basket, thus distributing
a greater bearing on the sides of the basket
as against a full support of the contents on
the lower end, especially when the basket is
in reversed posmon

In order to retain the ring G in position and
prevent shifting or displacement of the same,
one of said hoops is formed with the loop H,
which embraces one of the slats of the body,
while the other end of the hoop is bent into
angular form, the extreme end being pointed,
forming the spur K, which penetrates a por-
tion of the slat embraced by the other end of
the ring and is clenched against said slat, thus
firmly eonnectlnof the spurred end of Bhe ring
with the slat and supporting, as at J', the ad-
jacent portion H' of the other end of said 1 ring,
preventing the ring from sinking or shifting
and causing the deflected portion or neck of
the basket to retain its shape without liability
’oo expand or spread.

" In Fig. 4 T show a conical or beveled bot-
tom hoop L, which is secured to a straight-
sided basket said hoop having its inner 51de
converging and its outside eonfm ming to the

ontom of said basket, said hoop thus in-
creasing in thickness upwardly. * The widest
diameters of the hoop and of the bottom M
case, so that the
action is the same as that pr ev1ously stated.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Let’rel S
Patent, is—

1. A basket consisting of a body formed of
sections conical in reverse directions and
united at their narrow diameters constituting
a reduced neck, a hoop embracing and con-

trolling said neck, and a bottom ‘having a
conical periphery wedging upwardly with the
coincident hoop on the lower end of the body,
said end being the widest diameter of the
lower section of the body.

2. In a basket, a beveled hoop in the body
at lower portion thereof, the widest portion of
said hoop being below, 'and a bottom with a
conical peuphery \Vlthm said hoop, the widest
portion of said bottom being below, said bot-

tom wedging upwardly ag: ainst said loop.

3. A b(msket having a sl@tted body with a
reduced neck above the bottom thereof, and
a hoop embracing said neck having its ends
engaging one of the slats of the body, one of
said ends being formed with a spur which is
clenched in said slaft, the latter-named end of
the hoop 1mmovab1y sustcumnw the other end
thereof.

4. A basket having a body formed of sec-
tions flaring or conical in reversed directions,
united at their narrow diameters producing
a reduced portion orneck on the body above
the bottom thereof, a ring circumsecribing
said neck, and a bottom havmg a conical pe-
riphery whose widest diameter is below and
which wedges upwardly with the widest di-
ameter of the base-section of the body, said
ring having its ends engaging with a slat of
the body and clenched thereon.

5. A bagket consisting of a slatted body
with top and bottom hoops, a cover and a
bottom, said cover being adapted to rest on
the upper hoop, and said bottom being se-
cured from below within a beveled lower
hoop, and a ring encircling a narrowed por-
tion of said bodyand having alooped end em-
bracingaslat thereof, and aspurend clénched
in said slat, the widest diameters of the bot-
tom and bdse section of the body being below.

ISAAC B. SEELEY.

Witnesses:
" JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM,
Wum. C. WIEDERSHEIM.
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