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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES H. RAND, OF NORTH TONAWANDA, NEW YORK: ‘

ACCOUNT-BOOK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 663,639, dated December 11, 1900,
Application filed Ap:il 24,1900. Serial No. 14,102, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JaAMES H. RAND, a citi:
zen- of the United States, residing at North
Tonawanda, in the county of Erie and State
of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Account-Books, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates more especially to
that class of account-books in which the
leaves are detachable or temporarily bound
in the book and which are commonly known
as ‘‘loose-leaf ledgers.”

In the use of an ordinary loose-leaf ledger
when two or more small or inactive aceounts
are entered on the same leaf the leaf is usu-
ally not removed from the book and trans-
ferred to the file provided for that purpose
until all of the accounts on the same are
closed; butif such a leaf is removed after one
or more but not. all of the accounts on the
same have been closed it is necessary to trans-
fer or forward the open aceount or accounts
‘to a new leaf. :

The objects of my invention are to provide
an account-book of this character which per-
mits the independent removal of any of the
accounts of a leaf without disturbing the re-
maining accounts of the same leaf and to
combine with the book a convenient index
for readily referring to any of the various ac-
counts. .

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
‘a perspective view of my improved index-
ledger, showing the same open. Fig. 2isa
similar view showing a modified arrangement
of the index.

Like letters of reference refer to like parts
in both figures. .

A A are the covers of the ledger or other
account-book, and B is the back. The leaves
are temporarily bound in the book by any
suitable or well-known means.
struction shown in the drawings the baek of
the ledger is composed of hinged sections
which are locked in their normal position by
suitable catches and the leaves are detach-
ably bound in the book by curved prongs or
spurs C, which are carried by one of the sec-
tions of the back and which pass through
holes formed in the inner portions of the
leaves in a manner common to loose-leaf
ledgers. - Each leaf which is to receive a num-

In the con-.

ber of accounts is divided transversely into &
plurality of sections d, corresponding to the
number of accounts which it is desired to
place on a page, and each of such sections or
divisions is adapted to receive the entries of
a single aceount. In the ledger shown in the
drawings each leaf is divided into three sec-
tions. The sections of each leaf are tempo-
rarily bound in the book independently of
one another, so that when the account on one

of the sections of a leaf or set is closed that

section can be removed from the ledger and
placed in a sunitable file without disturbing
or requiring the removal of the remaining
sections of the same leaf or set, thus enabling
each account-section to be individually in-
dexed in the permanent file and avoiding the
necessity of transferring or forwarding one
or more open accounts, as required with or-

.dinary undivided loose-leaf ledgers when a

leaf is removed before all of the accounts on
the same are closed.

The divided leaves of theaccount-book are
separated into indexed groups by division-
plates E of cardboard or other stiff material.
These division-plates are nearly as wide as
the covers A A, whilethe leaves of the book
are somewhat narrower than the division-
plates, so that the latter extend beyond the
outerends of the leaves, asshown. The pro-
jeeting outer portion of each division-plate is
provided on its face side with a suitable in-
dex F, which corresponds to the sections d of
the various account-leaves arranged above
said division-plate. Forexample, the portion
of rhe index formed by the division-plate seen
in Fig. 1 embracesthe letters ““L,” ““M,” and
““N,” and the names or characters of each
section of the index ecorrespond to the names
of the accounts entered on the group of leat-
sections oppositesaid index-section. Thein-
dex preferably consists of a series of remov-
able cards on which the names of the accounts
are written and which are slipped into suit-
able holders G, secured horizontally to the
division-plate, asshown in Fig. 1. For ready

reference the leaf-sections of each group are
numbered consecutively, and the index-cards
F are numbered correspondingly.

It desired, only the letters of the alphabet
may be arranged on the division-plates oppo-
site the groups of leaf-sections, as shown in
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Fig. 2, instead of the individual-name index,
(shown in Fig. 1,) in which case a single letter
of the alphabet is placed opposite each group
of leaf-sections. ‘

My improved account-book not only saves
time and labor by avoiding the necessity of
transferring or forwarding open acecounts and
permitting the individual indexing of the
closed accounts in the permanent file, but it
also effects a saving in paper, inasmuch as
the account-sections of each divided leaf are
separate and distinet from the remaining sec-
tions and are removed and replaced by a
blank section only when the-corresponding
account is closed.

It is obvious that dll of the leaves of the
account-book need not be divided, but some
of the leaves may be unbroken and others
divided into two, three, or more sections for
small or inactive accounts.

663,639

1 claim as my invention— _
An account-book having its leaves divided

transversely into a number of separate sec- .
tions which are arranged one above the other -

and which areindependently and temporarily
bound in theé book, and division-plates which
separate said sections of leaves into groups
and extend beyond the outer vertical edges
of theleaves and which are provided on their
projecting faces opposite the different groups
of superposed leaves with vertically-arranged
index characters or designations correspond-
ing to said leaf-sections, substantially as set
forth.
Witness my hand this 21st day of March,
1900.
JAMES H. RAND.
Witnesses:
CARL F. GEYER,
CLAUDIA M. BENTLEY.
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