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3,040,954 
C@NTAINER ? 

Pegr I.Saign,?and?,NJ.assiggto Binghamon 
Container Co.,fac.,Binghanton,N.Y.,a corporation 
of New Yor? 

Fied July 5,196í,Ser. No.12í,962 
3 Caims.(CI.229?23) 

This invention relates to containers in which snal 
live animals are shipped,Such as mice,hamSters, gune 
pigs,etc. At the present time,these animals are shpped 
in containers formed of heavy paperboard comprising a 
box and top. The box and top members afe formed 
from blanks having a multiplicity of tabs or flaps which 
are folded to provide the box and top formations,and 
are secured together by the application of a multiplicity 
of metal staples. The tops are applied to the boxes after 
the animais have been placed therein,and are usually 
Secured to the box by the application of more StapleS. 
Those containers are of complicated structure and re 

quire considerable time in the assembly by use of the 
metal Staples. Dificulty is incurred by the eScape of 
the animals from the boxes prior to the application of 
the covers thereto. 

This invention has as an objecta container of the type 
referred to shipped to the animal raiser in the form of 
fiat blanks from Which both the boxes and the covers are 
fabricated,the bianks being of unique formation includ 
ing foldable flaps that become Self-lockingin the forma 
tion of the box,not requiring the use of staples,or other 
fastening memberS. When aSSembled,the frontand rear 
Side Wails of the box converge downwardly toward the 
bottom Wal and the cOVer member,which When aSSem 
bied,has its front and rear side walls or fanges con 
Verging downwardly on angles complemental to the front 
and rear Side wals of the box,whereby the coveris re 
tained on the box without the use of staples,wires,or 
otherfastening members, 
The invention further embodies a unique cover struc 

ture which,iike the box,is fabricated simply bythe fold 
ing offiaps Which,at one end of the cover,become self 
1ocking to thereby permit the cover to be sleeyed onto 
the top of the box to any desired extent and thereby 
readiy preyenting the escape of animals from the box 
during the boxing operation. The arrangement is such 
that When the coveris sleeved ail of the way on the box, 
the end fiaps at the opposite end of the coverare readiy 
foldable into place and Secured in position by adhesive 
tape,9r one or two staples which penetrate only the 
coverflaps. 
The invention consists in the novel features andinthe 

combinations and constructions hereinafterset forth and 
claimed, 

In deScribing this invention,reference is had to the 
accompanying draWings in which like characters desig 
nate CorreSponding parts in all the views. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perSpective view of a container em 

bodying myinvention. 
*IGURE2 is a perspective view ofthe boxand cover, 

with the cover partially sleeved onto the box. 
FiGURE 3 is a perspective view of the boxand cover 

Wi??e_*ps at one end of the cover partialyfolded. 
FiGURE4is a view taken on line 4?4,FIGURE3. 
FIGURE 5 is a view taken on line 5?5,F?GURE 

3,and including the contiguous top portion of the box. 
FiGURE 6 is a plan view of the biank from which 

the box memberis formed. 
FHGURE7is a plan view of the blankfrom whichthe 

cover memberis formed. 
The bodyblank,shownin FIGURE6,isprovidedwith 

Score ines ?9,?i,?2 and ?3,to define a central fat 
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rectangular panel H4 forming the bottom wall of the box. 
Aflap f6 is attached to one side edge of the panel ?4 at 
the Score line 10,and an outerfap 17is attached to the 
fap i6at the Scoreline18. 
A fiap 2@ is attached to the opposite side edge of the 

panel f4 at the score line ?2,and an outer panel 21 is 
attached to the panel 2@ at the score Jine22. 

Panels 23,24,are attached to the end edges of the 
panel ?4 at the score line f3 and f? respectively. The 
panel23 is formed with divergentscore lines 26,27,and 
the panel 24 with similar score lines 28,29. Atriangu 
lar Shaped panel 3?is attached to the panel 23 at the 
Score ine 27 and is Severed from the contiguous end 
edges of the panels f6,17. A panel 32,similarto the 
pane 30,is attached to the panel 24 at the score line 
29,and is aiso Severed from the continguous ends of the 
pahels fé,f7 Apanel33 is attached to the pane123at 
the Score line 26,and is severed from the contiguous 
ends of the panels20,21. Asimilarpanel34isattached 
to the panel24 at Score line28and is also severedfrom 
the contiguous ends of the panels2@,21. 
The boxis formed by first bending the panels23,24, 

Berpendicular to the panel14,the panels23,24,forming 
the ends of the box. The panels 39,32,and the panels 
33,34.are then bentinwardlyperpendicularto thepanel 
f4 The panel 23 is then folded upwardly about the 
SCGre line R2 overlying the infolded panels33,34. The 
9uter iap2?is then folded over the upperedges35 of 
the infolded panels 33,34,and inwar?y overlying the 
inner Surface of thosepanels The blankisformed?with 
notches 36 along the score lines ?0,12,and the panels 
?2,21,are providedat their outeredges with shoft tabs 
37,When the fap 2?is foldedinwardly overthe fiaps 
*,34,the projecting tabs37are insertedinto theslois 
36,Whereby the end flaps23,24,and the fiaps 20,21, 
9Onstitutingthe rearwal ofthe box,become permanentiy 
interlocked. 

In the same manner,the faps 39,32,are folded in 
Wardy over the Score line 10,the flap f6 folded up 
Wardly,and the flap 17folded over the upper edges 39 
9f the infolded fiaps 36,32,and downWardly over the 
*ner surface of these fiaps,and the tabs37inseredin 
the Slots 36. It wil be apparent by this arrangement 
*at the boxisassembled orformed from thei? 
9ecause of the interlocking of the end and side wall 
forming fiaps,the boxis Self-Sustaining without the use 
of Staples,tape,or other fastening means. 
*Wil be noted,referringto the blankshownin FIG 

URE6,that the flaps23,24,areformedwiha portion 
4@ oftheirouteredgesextending paralelto thescores11, 
13,and the remainder ofthe oüter edges of the fiaps23, 
*,conyerge,as at41,merging with he outer edges 39 
of the panels30,32. This resuitsina Substantialportion 
of the topedge ofthe box extending forwardly from the 
* * Panels29,21,extendingparalelto fhe bottom 
Wal f4 and the remainder ofthe top edges of the ends 
23,24.incining downwardlyand mergingwith the upper 
edge of the front wall formed by the panels 16,17. 
?e *Pfor the boxis formed fromthe blankshown 

in FiGURE7. This blank is provided with score lines 
46,47,48,49,to defineaflat Tectangular panel59 form 
ing the fiat top portion of the cover positioned on the 
?Pper_edges 40 of the end panels23,24,and onthe up 
Per edge of the rear wal of the box,A pane15í is at 
tached to thepanel50 atthescoreline46 This panel is 
of rectangular formation and forms the top portion of 
the cover positioned ontheinclined edgeS4i of the ends 
33.24,andontheupperedge ofthefrontwalofthebox? 
This pane is formed with a relatively large rectangular 
9pening52 in which is fastened a metalic screens36 
Provide Ventilation forthe animals,Atthe Opposite Side 
edge ofthe panel50thereis aflap54afxedathescore 
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at their ends,Said extension fiaps diverging outwardly 
in angular relation to Said side flaps and being folded 
inyardly normal to said folded side flanges and with the 
edges ofSaidextension faps positioned on Said top panels, 
whereby Said side flanges are incined relative to Said 
top panels complementa to the inclination of the front 
and rear Wals of the box,Said top panels being formed 
at ike ends with inner and outer end faps,said inner 
fiaps being folded downwardy exteriorly of Said folded 
extension flaps,and Said outer fiaps being folded up- 10 

6 
wardly against the inner surface of Said extension fiaps, 
Said outer fiaps having interlocking engagement With 
Said top panels,the opposite ends of Said top paneis 
having end flaps folded downwardy,the side flange ex 
tension flaps at Said opposite end being folded over Said 
1ast mentioned end fiaps,and fastening means for main 
taining Said extension fiaps in folded position. 

No references cited. 


