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1. 

This invention relates to string knot retainers 
and more particularly to a separable, protective 
receptacle for receiving the knot of a string, such 
as a shoestring, to protect the knot from being 
accidentally untied or intentionally untied by a 
Wearer, Such as a Small child. 

It is among the objects of the invention to 
provide a knot receptacle for string knots, such 
as shoestring knots, to protect such knots from 
being untied accidentally or by small children 
and also to prevent a knot protected thereby 
from being caught by obstacles and drawn so 
tight as to render it difficult to untie; which pro 
tective receptacle is easy to apply and remove by 
any person reasonably developed in manual skilli, 
but cannot ordinarily be removed by very small 
-children and cannot be pulled off of a knot with 
out first separating its separable parts; which is 
of Small size and light weight and does not inter 
fere with the movements of the wearer even : 
When applied to the shoestrings of small chil 
dren; which may be provided in various orna 
mental shapes and appearances; and which is 
simple and durable in construction, economical 
to manufacture and neat and attractive in ap pearance. 
Other objects and advantages will become ap 

parent from a consideration of the following de 
Scription and the appended claims in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawing wherein: 

Figure 1 is a Somewhat diagrammatic perspec 
tive view showing a knot protector in place on 
the knot of the shoestring worn by a small child; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal cross sectional view 
of the knot protector on the line 2-2 of Fig 
ure 1; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the knot pro 
tector itself; - - - - 

Figure 4 is an end elevational view of a some 
what modified form of knot protector; and 
Figure 5 is a cross sectional view on the line 

5-5 of Figure 4. 
With continued reference to the drawing, the 

knot protector comprises a hollow container pro 
vided in two separable parts or receptacles, as 
indicated at O and i. 
In the form of the invention shown in Figures 

1, 2 and 3, the knot protector is in the form of 
an elongated cylindrical receptacle having end 
walls disposed one at each end thereof. 
The part or receptacle O has a cylindrical 

continuous side wall 2 and an end wall 3 closing 
One end of the side Wall and disposed substan 
tially perpendicular to the longitudinal center 
line of the part O. At its other or open end 
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the side wall 2 is externally recessed annularly 
and provided with external screw threads 4. 
The side wall 2 is also provided with a narrow 
Slot 5 which extends longitudinally of the part 
is from the open end thereof to a position inter 
mediate the length of the part it and spaced 
from the end wall 13. This slot 5 has a width 
such that it receives the portions 6 and 7 of a 
shoestring adjacent the knot. 8 in the shoe 
String, but Such that the knot f8 will not pass 
through the Slot. 
The part also has a cylindrical Wall 9 and 

an end wall 28 closing one end of the Side wall 
3 and disposed substantially perpendicular to 

the longitudinal centerline of the part. The side 
wall 3 is annularly recessed internally at the 
open end of the part if and provided with inter 
nal screw threads 2 f which engage with the 
threads 4 on the part 0 to releasably secure 
the parts G and together when the part f, 
constituting a closure cap, is threaded onto the 
part C at the open end of the latter. It is to be 
noted that the threads 4 and 2 between the 
open end wall portions of the walls 2 and 9 
respectively, constitute a releasable interengag 
ing means for securing the receptacles it and 
together. 
Although the slot 5 extends entirely to the 

open end of the part f8 of the receptacle, when 
the cap part it is threaded onto the part fo, this 
end of the part to is reinforced so that the slot 
cannot be spread to permit the passage of the 
knot 8 therethrough. - 
The receptacle has a length substantially the 

same as the length of a bow knot in which shoe 
strings are ordinarily tied and a diameter sufi 
cient to receive such a bow knot loosely in the 
receptacle, as is particularly illustrated in Fig 
ure 2. The receptacle is preferably formed of a 
light weight, readily moldable and machineable 
material, such as a synthetic resin plastic and 
may, if desired, be formed of a transparent ma 
terial, so that the Shoestring knot is readily vis 
ible therethrough. This transparency not only 
adds to the attractiveness of the device, but also 
permits ready visual inspection of the condition 
of the knot contained in the protective recep 
tacle. However, if desired, the protective recep 
tacle may be formed of either translucent or 
Opaque material and may be Variously colored 
and ornamented, as may be desired. 
While the shoestring protector of the present 

invention has a primary utility in protecting the 
shoestring knots on the shoes of Small children 
and maintaining Such knots tied against acci 
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dental unitying thereof and the efforts of such 
Small children to untie the knots and remove the 
shoes, it also has other uses, Such as that of pro 
viding ornamental attachments or accessories for 
the shoes of older children. 
The modified form of the invention illustrated 

in Figures 4 and 5 is the same in operation and 
general construction as the form illustrated in 
Figures 1, 2 and 3 and described above, except 
that the modified form has been given a definite 
ornamental or novelty shape and is more par 
ticularly adapted for use as an ornamental acces 
sory for the shoes of older children, such as high 
School children. 

In the form illustrated in Figures 4 and 5 the 
device has been given the shape of a miniature 
football and is externally ornamented, as indi 
cated at 22 and 23 to more closely simulate the 
appearance of Such an object. 
The modified device illustrated in Figures 4 

and 5 is formed in two separable parts 24 and 
25, each resembling one half of a miniature foot 
ball transversely divided at the mid-length loca 
tion of its longest axis. Each of the parts 24 
and 25 is open at its larger end and the part 24 
is internally recessed annularly at its open end 
and provided With internal Screw threads 26. 
The part 25 is exteriorly recessed annularly at 
its open end and provided with external screw 
threads 27 which thread into the screw threads 
26 So that the two parts 24 and 25 can be de 
tachably Secured together at their open ends. 
The part 24 is provided with a slot 28 extend 

ing longitudinally thereof from its open end to a 
location intermediate the length thereof, and the 
part 25 is provided With a complementary slot 
29 extending from the open end of the part 25 
to a location intermedlate the length of the lat 
ter. The recessed portions and the Screw threads 
of the two parts 24 and 25 are so related that 
the slots 28 and 29 are in substantial longitu 
dinal alignment with each other when the two 
parts are tightly threaded together and the slots 
have a width such that while they will loosely 
receive the portions of a shoestring adjacent a 
Shoestring knot, the knot cannot be pulled 
through the slot. 
The modified form of the device may also be 

formed of a suitable Synthetic resin material or 
equivalent material, and may be colored and 
ornamented, as may be desired. Obviously, the 
device may be provided in various other orna 
mental shapes and forms, such as basket balls, 
bowling pins, baseball bats, and various other 
inanimate and animate objects, without in any 
Way exceeding the scope of the invention, it be 
ing merely a prime consideration that the de 
vices be kept of such small size and light weight 
as not to interfere in any way with the move 
ments of the Wearer. 
The invention may be embodied in other spe 
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cific forms without departing from the spirit or 
essential characteristics thereof. The present 
embodiments are, therefore, to be considered in 
all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the 
scope of the invention being indicated by the 
appended claims rather than by the foregoing 
description, and all changes which come within 
the meaning and range of equivalency of the 
claims are, therefore, intended to be embraced 
therein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A protector for a shoestring knot compris 

ing a pair of receptacles each having a con 
tinuous wall closed at one end and open at the 

5 other end, the continuous Wall of one of said 
receptacles having a single slot extending longi 
tudinally inwardly from the open end toward and 
Spaced from its closed end, and releasable inter 
engaging means between the open end wall por 
tions of Said receptacles for securing said recep 
tacles together, Said slot extending through and 
beyond the interengaging means on the open end 
wall portion of said one receptacle, said recep 
tacles when releasably interengaged having a 
portion of Said slot which is in communication 
with the exterior. 

2. A protector for a shoestring knot comprising 
a pair of receptacles each having a continuous 
Wall closed at one end and open at the other 
end, the continuous wall of one of said receptacles 
having a single slot extending longitudinally in 
Wardly from the open end toward and spaced 
from its closed end, and releasable interengag 
ing Screw thread means between the open end 
Wall portions of Said receptacles for securing said 
receptacles together, said slot extending through 
and beyond the interengaging means on the open 
end Wall portion of said one receptacle, said 
receptacles when releasably interengaged having 
a portion of Said slot which is in communication 
With the exterior. 
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