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To all whom, it may concern: )

~ Be it known that I, Witrianm H. Fassic, a
citizen of the United States, residing at the
city of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in

. Combined Inseles and Instep-Supporters, of
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which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, forming a part of this specification, in
which— . ‘ :

. Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a
pair of my new combined insole and instep-
supporters; Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view
on the line 22, Fig. 1; and Fig, 3 is a cross-
sectional view on the line 3—3, Fig. 1.

This invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in combined insole and instep-
supporters, the objects of my invention being
to provide a combined insole and instep-sup-
porter which will be light in weight, strong,
and durable, and which, while retaining a

© substantially permanent form, will yet be

. 25

- 55 the under side of ~nid cork body 1 by glue or.

soft on the foot and sufficiently flexible or
elastic to accommodate the movements of the
bones thereof, so as to be usable withont dis-
comfort, and to improve generally upon ar-

~ ticles of the kind stated.
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With these objects in view, my invention

consists in the novel construction of the sev-
eral parts of my new insole and instep-sup-

- porter and in the novel arrangement and
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combination of the same, all ds will herein-

after be described and afterward pointed out

in the claims. .
In the drawings, 1 indicates what might

- be called the main body of my combined
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to fit the propet:f

insole and instep-supporter. The body 1 is
preferably mad¢ of a single piece of cork
cut or ground to-the desired arch and shape
sifoot formation, this body
particularly in Fig. 2,
“portion andithinned off

1 being, as- shown

thickest at its middle

‘toward its edges, and the top surface thereof

heing curved or concaved, as shown. This
cork body 1, being merely cut or ground, as

- stated, to the desired arch and shape, retains
" its natural elasticity or flexibility and thus,
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while serving to support the instep, is yet
comparatively soft on the foot and will yield
sufficiently to accommotlate the several move-
ments of the bores oi the foot.
Considerably longer and somewhat wider
than cork hody 1, see

- preferably securpd sulwtantially centrally to

““other suitable fasicning means is & bottom-
E&4

%:nrticularly Fig. 1,and’

covering-member ‘2, which is preferably of™
soft or pliable leather, sheep-skin, or the -

-like; and 3 indicates a top covering-member,

which is also preferably of soft or pliable
leather, sheep-skin, or the like, and which is

also of the same size and shape as bottom
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covering-member 2, these members 2 and 3

being somewhat thinned off at their edges .

and secured together at such -edges by glue
or other suitable fastening means.- Thesaid
members 2 and 3 are cut to the desired size
and shape to properly fit the cork body 1 and

" the contour and size of shoe with which the

particular insole and instep-supporter is to
be used. : ‘
Interposed béetween cover-members 2 and
3 and over cork body 1 is an intermediate
cover-member 4, also preferably of soft or
pliable leather, sheep-skin, or the like, this
member 4, which is somewhat larger than
cork body 1, being preferably glued or other-
wise secured to said cork body 1 and to said
member 2; and interposed between cover-
members 2 and 3 and over intermediate
cover-member 4 is a layer of felt, padding,
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or the like, 5, of substantially the same shape

and size as top covering-member 3.

- Removably secured by means of fasteners
6 to, say, the right-hand insole and instep-
supporter, see Fig. 1, is a piece or plate of
zing 7 cut or shaped preferably asshown, while
similarly secured to the left-hand insole and
instep-supporter, see Fig. 1, is a like piece or

‘plate of copper 8. These plates or elements

7 and 8 make up, what might be called, a
galvanic cell, the perspiration of the foot be-
ing, so to speak, the electrolyte, and I have
found that by using a pair of my combined
insole and instep-supporters with said plates

85

90

7 and 8 thereon, the circulation of blood -

in the user may be kept toned up and the-
‘user’s general bodily health preserved. - It

will be understood, however, that my new
combined insole and instep-supporters are

complete and capable of, and, as a matter of -

fact, are mostly used without said plates, the

said plates being readily removable orplaced

in position and used,.as desired.

My combined insole and instep-supporter,
as will beseen, is light in weight and can be
manuafactured at comparatively slight cost;
while strong and durable and affording a
firm support for the arch or instep, it is soft
and comfertable to the foot, the parts being
sufficiently flexible or elastic to accommodate
the movements of the bones thereof. It will
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- also be understood that my combined insole
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and instep-supporters-can be manufactured

in any shape or size desired to properly fit.
the formation of the feet or contour of the

shoes with which they are to be used, and
that minor changes in the arrangement, con-
struction; and combination of the. several
parts of my combined insole and instep-sup-
porter may be made -and substituted , for

those herein shown and described without’

" departing from the nature and principle of
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my invention.
.‘Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

‘ent is: .

1. As a pew article of manufacture, the

- combined insole and instep-supporter herein
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" size as, and interposed between,

-ing-member

described, the same comprising a main body
of natural flexible cork cut or ground to the
desired arch and shape to fit proper foot-
formation, a bottom covering- member of
plidble material cut to the desired size and
shape to fit shoe-contour, said bottom cover-
extending beyond the bottom
edges of, and being substantially centrally
secured to, said cork body, a top covering-
member of pliable material having the same

gize and . shape as said bottom covering-

member and being secured over said cork
body, said covering-members being secured
together at their edges, and a layer of pad-
ding of substantially the same shape and

bottom covering - members and over said
cork body; substantially as described.

9. As a new article of manufacture, the
flexible combined insole and instep -sup-

e

said top and-

983,449

porter herein described, the same comprising

a main body of natural flexible cork cut or
ground to the desired arch and shape to fit
proper foot-formation, said cork body being
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thickest at its middle portion and thinned -

off toward its edges and'the top surface
thereof being curved or concaved, a bottom

‘covering-member of pliable material cut to

the desired size and shape to fit shoe-con-
tour, said bottom covering-member extend-
ing beyond the bottom edges of, and being
substantially centrally secured to, said cork
body, a top covering-member of pliable ma-
terial having the same &ize and shape as said
bottom covering-member and being secured
over said cork-body, said covering-members
being secured together at their edges, an in-
termediate covering-member interposed be-
tween said top and bottom covering-mem-
bers and secured to said top surface of said
cork body, said intermediate covering-mem-
ber being substantially of the same shape as,
but slightly larger than, said top surface of
said ‘cork body, and a layer of padding of
substantially the same shape and size as, and
interposed between, said top and bottom
covering-members-and over said intermedi-
ate covering-member; substantially as de-
scribed. " ' : ~
In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of

two subscribing witnesses. - .
WILLIAM H. FASSIG. .

Witnesses: ;
Carouine L. WEBER,
Geuoree C. EicapauM.
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