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UNITED STATES

1

PATENT Orrice.

FRANK J. PALICA, OF RACINE, WISCONSIN.

TRAVELER’S TRUNK OR SAMPLE-CASE.

SPECIFICATION forming paxt of Letters Patent No. 531,640, datéd January i, 18895.

* Application filed March 26,1894,

Serfal No, 505,124, (No model,)

To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I,)FRANK J. PALICA, of
Racine, in the county of Racine and State of
‘Wisconsin, have invented certain’ new and
usefal Improvements in Travelers’ Trunks
and Sample-Cases; and I do hereby declare
that thefollowing is a full, clear, and exact de-
sceription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification. - '

This invention relates to improvementsin
that class of trdvelers’ trunks and sample
cases in which the upper transverse edges of
the trunk body form protecting guards for the
hinged cover which fits into the open top of
the body, and in which the ecentral portion of

. the front wall of the trunk is cut down, and
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the front of the cover is formed to enter and
fill such cut-away portion when the trunk
is closed; the class of trunks referred to be-
ing represented in Letters Patent No. 425,247,
granted to me April 8, 1890. »

The object of my present improvement is
principally to provide a strong support for
the depending front portion of the cover, and,
generally, to adapt the trunk as a whole to

" better resist the shocks incident to its hand-
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ling in use. ' - ,

To these ends the invention consists in the
matters hereinafter set forth, and particu-
larly pointed out in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a front elevation of a trunk embodying my
invention, showing the cover raised. Fig. 2
is a side elevation thereof. Fig. 3 is a front
elevation of the cover removed. Fig. 4isa
transverse sectional detail, taken on line4—4
of Fig.1,but with the cover closed. Fig.5isa
fragmentary view showing the arrangement
of the cleats on the top of the trunk.

A designates the body of the trunk which
is shown as being of rectangular shape, with

front, rear and end walls, a, ¢’ and a?, rigidly .

secured to each other and to a suitable bottom
a®.  As herein shown, the upper and lower
end, or transverse edges, A’ of the trunk body
are beveled off and provided with protecting
cleats a?, while suitable metallic’ or other
binding strips o, secured to the front-and
rear walls of the trunk bodyand attached to
or extending over the beveled ends and in-

ward toward the center of said walls, serve
to bind the parts firmly together.

B designates the cover which is hinged to
the rear body wall o, and is provided on ifs
inner face adjacent to its rear and end edges
with rigid cleats b and b’ depending in contact
with or in close proximity to the inner face of
the rear and end walls of the trunk body when
the coverisclosed. Preferably,andasherein
shown, the cover B extends beyond the said
cleats b and b’ so as to overlap and rest upon
the tops of the adjacent walls of the trunk
body, and when, as in this instance, the upper
ends of the trunk are beveled and provided
with cleats a¢, the upper portions of the end
walls a® of the trunk may be reinforced or
thickened by cleats a® secured to the inner
surface of ‘said walls with their upper edges
flush with the tops thereof. In this case the
ends of the cover will rest, when closed, upon
said cleats a® and will be protected by the up-
per edges of the protecting strips a* which

project above the top of the body a distanece

equal to the thickness of the cover.

The upper edge of the front wall ¢ of the
trunk is cut down or hollowed out at its mid-
dle portion and slopes upward at each end to
the normal level of the top of the: body, as
shown in Fig. 1. Such cut-away portion is
filled when the cover is closed by a vertical,
depending part b*secured to the front edge
of the cover B, with its outer face flush with
the outer face of the front body wall a. -Said
part 0%, in my improved construction, is made
much thicker than the wall ¢ and its front
face rabbeted at each end on an incline to fit
the hollow top of the body front a, leaving
the portions b at its ends to depend behind,
and desirably in close proximity to, the inner
face of the wall a, and thus form connection
between the part b*and the parts b’ by which
the said part b?is firmly supported, and mak-
ing a complete and rigid box fitting within
the open top of the trunk, and engaging or
proximating the inside surfaces of all four
of its walls, so as to brace the same and be
itself sapported in every direction. Said box
may,if desired, be provided with a cover on
its under side, and may thus be used as a
separate receptacle to contain any articles
adapted to be contained therein. The front
faces of the ends b® of the cleats b* are in-
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clined inwardly and downwardly so as to
avoid striking the top of the wall ¢ as the
cover swings into and out of its closed posi-
tion, and in this instance, the end cleats b’ are
alsoshowninclined inwardly and downwardly
on their outer faces so as o prevent their
binding unnecessarily.

The joint between the wall ¢ and the de-
pending front part b of the cover when closed
is concealed by the usual valance b%. The
cover may be strengthened in any suitable
manner, as by longitudinal cleats b°and trans-
verse cleats 0f, the latter being placed at the
end of the cover, and overlapping the pro-
tecting strips ot of the body of the trunk.
The ends of the valances »* are in this in-
stance shown carried over and secured to the
upper sides of the cleats I to bind the same
in place, but, obviously, if desired, they may
be run beneath said cleats and engage di-
rectly the upper surface of the cover.

Although the cover B is in this instance
shown as adapted to overlap and rest upon
the top of the rear wall a’, it will be obvious
that,if desired,said rear wall maybe extended
upward a distance equal to the thickness of
the cover, and the latter so hinged as to fit
within said wall when closed, with its upper
face flush with the top thereof.

Trunks and sample cases constructed in
accordance with my invention, as hereinbe-
fore set forth, being provided with rigid edges
A’, and with a cover B which fits within and
braces the top of the body of the trunk in
every direction, are admirably adapted to
sustain the severe shocks to which structures
of this character are subjected in handling,
and may be readily made of large size and ea-
pacity, while at the same time easily accessi-
ble, by reason of the cut-away upper edge of
the front wall.

Trunks mado in accordance with these im-
provements are particularly well adapted for
use by traveling salesmen as sample cases,
since they possess great strength and dura-
bility and are of relatively large capacity.

I claim as my invention——

1. In a traveler’s trunk or sample case the
combination with a body of which the top of

5o the front wall is eut down at its middle por-

tion, of a hinged cover provided at its front

edge with a depending part of greater thick-
ness than the front wall of the body, and the
front face of which is rabbeted at its ends to
fit the top edge of said front body wall, leav-
ing the rear portions of its ends to depend in

close proximity to the rear face of the said -

wall of the body when the cover is closed, and

braces supporting the said depending partof

the cover, substantially as deseribed,

2. In a traveler’s trunk or sample case the
combination with a body portion, the top of
the front wall of whichiseut away at its mid-
dle,of ahingedcoverprovided onitsunderside

“with a rigid depending box, the rear and end,

sides of which depend in close proximity to
the rear and end walls of the trunk, and the
front side of which is made of greater thick-
ness than the front wall of the body and has
its front face rabbeted at its ends to fit the
edge of the front wall, leaving the remaining
portion of its ends to depend behind said wall,
whereby the walls and cover ‘are braced in
every direction, substantially as deseribed.

3. In a traveler’s trunk or sample case the
combination with a body the top of the front
wall of which is cut away at its middle part,
and the end walls of which are thickened at
their tops of a cover adapted to overlap and
rest upon said end walls when closed, protect-
ing cleats rigidly secured along the upper end
edges of the trunk and projecting above the
top of the walls in close proximity to the ends
of the cover when closed, and a rigid box se-
cured to the under side of the cover, the rear
and end sides of which depend in close prox-
imity to the rear and end walls of the trank,
the front side of which is made of double
thickness and has its front face rabbeted at
its ends to fit the hollowed top of the front
wall of the trunk, leaving the rear portion of
its ends to depend in close proximity to the
inside front wall, whereby the walls and cover
are braced and supported from every direc-
tion, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention [ affix my signature in presence

of two witnesses.
FRANK J. PALICA.
Witnesses: ‘
ANDREW DIETRICH,
‘WiLL H, CARPENTER.
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