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This invention relates to a cradle for use in 
slaughtering plants to facilitate legging and Sid 
ing of beef, and Skinning of hogS. 
The principal object of the invention is to pro 

vide a cradle that is adapted to conform. With 
the width. and shape of an animal's back SO as 
to support stably the carcass at a convenient 
height. 
Other objects of the invention are to provide 

a cradle of this character that is of Simple and 
inexpensive construction and Which promotes 
cleaner and better working conditions and results 
in cleaner hides. 
In accomplishing these and other objects of 

the invention hereinafter pointed out, I have 
provided improved structure, the preferred form 
of which is illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ing Wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a cradle Con 
structed in accordance with the present inven 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is a plan View of the cradle, 
Fig. 3 is an end view partly in Section to bet 

ter illustrate adjustability of the CrOSS members. 
Referring more in detail to the dra WingS: 
i designates a cradle constructed in accordance 

with the present invention and Which includes . 
spaced rail members 2 and 3 having substantial 
ly parallel median portions 4 and 5 and out Ward 
ly diverging end portions 6-7 and 8-9. Each 
rail is preferably formed of a Section of pipe Or 
the equivalent and has bends it and Spaced 
inwardly from the ends to provide the diverging 
portion 6-7 and 8-9. The ends of the rails are 
supported by legs 2-3 and 4-5 which are 
preferably formed of the Same material as the 
rails and which are welded thereto at substan 
tially right angles thereto as indicated at 6. 
The intermediate portions of the rails are Sup 

ported by similar legS 7 and 3 having upper 
ends fixed to the rails. The legs are of a length 
to support the rails at the desired height. Corre 
sponding legs 2-3, 7-8 and 4-5 are inter 
connected by cross members 9, 20 and 2 re 
spectively. Each croSS member includes a tubu 
lar section or the equivalent 22 Welded to the legs 
at One side at points Spaced from the ends there 
of and which extend at Substantially right angles 
toward the opposite Side to cooperate with a com 
plementary section 23 that is slidable in the tubu 
lar Section 22. The Sections 22 and 23 of the 
endmost croSS members are adapted to be fixed 
together by a pin 24 that is insertable through 
One of a series of openings 25 in the tubular sec 
tion 22 and through one of a Series of openingS 26 
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of the Sections 23. The pins 24 are preferably 
provided with eye-shaped heads 2 to facilitate 
renoval and placement thereof. 
The rails are thus adapted to be adjusted later 

aily to and from each other to conform to the 
back width of the carca SS to be Supported there 
on. In order to support the back of the carcaSS 
intermediate the rails, the rails are interconnect 
ed by cross supports 23, 29 and 38, eachi includ 
ing a pair of complementary arms 3 and 32 
having openings 33 and 36 for pivotally mounting 
the airins on the rais. The adjacent ends. Of the 
arms overlap and are pivotally connected together 
by fastening devices such as bolts 35. 

?he croSS Supports are Spaced suitable dis 
tances apart along the length of the median por 
tions of the rails so that they are in position to 
support adequately the back of an animal. The 
cross SupportS cooperate to form a SubStantially 
V-shaped trough in which the back of the animal 
is supported while the fore and hind quarters are 
carried by the divergiing portions of the rails. 
In using the device for Supporting animals hav 

ing substantially flat straight backs, the pins 24 
are 'enloved from the croSS bars and the rails are 
noved apart So that the arms of the CrOSS Sup 
ports Substantially approach a straight line posi 
tion, after which the pins are reinserted in the 
proper apertures to maintain the adjustment. In 
case the device is used for supporting poor grade 
of animals or those having relatively thin aar 
roW backs and fianks, the rails are readjusted 
and brought nearer together, in which position 
the arms of the croSS members form a deeper 
trough-like Support and more nearly conform to 
time back of the animal. 
While the device is especially adapted for the 

legging aid Siding of poet, it is also Suitaiole ior 
Supporting hogs when they are being Skinned. 

It is obvious that the Cradle Supports the animal 
in Convenient height above the floor, promotes 
Cleaner and better Working Conditions, and also 
resultS in cleaner hides because the animal is 
kept off of the blood that accumulates on the 
floor. 
From the foregoing it is obvious that I have 

provided a cradle device that is of simple and 
inexpensive construction and which is well 
adapted for itS intended purpose. 
What I claim and aeSure to secure by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A Cradle for use in Slaughtering plants in 

cluding Side rails upon which the opposite sides 
of the back of an animal are adapted to rest, legs 
spaced along the length of the side rails and 
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having upper ends fixed directly to the rails for 
Supporting the rails from a floor, adjustable 
CroSS members connecting the legs of One rail 
with opposite legs of the other rail below said 
rails to adjustably Space the rails apart in ac 
cordance with the width of the animal's back, 
Supporting members in Spaced apart relation in 
the longitudinal direction of said rails to provide 
open spaces between said supporting members 
and each comprising complementary bars having 
ends pivotally connected with the rails, and pivot 
means connecting the complementary arm on One 
rail with the complementary arm on the other 
rail to provide Substantiaily narrow substantially 
W-shaped supports for the back of the animal 
between said open Spaces and adjustable in angu 
larity with adjustment of the croSS members. 

2. A cradle for use in slaughtering plants in 
cluding Side rails upon which opposite sides of 
the back of an animal are adapted to rest and 
having their respective ends diverging out Wardly 
from Substantially parallel intermediate portions, 
legs having upper ends directly fixed to the di 
Verging ends of the rails for Supporting the rails 
from the floor, telescoping cross members con 
necting the legs of one rail with opposite legs of 
the other rail to adjustably space the rails apart 
in accordance with the width of the animal's 
back, transverse Supporting bars spaced along 
parallel portions of the rails and forming rela 
tively narrow transverse V-shaped supports for 
engaging Spaced points along the back of 
the animal and providing open spaces there 
between, each of said transverse bars compris 
ing complementary members having ends pivot 
ally connected with the rails at points spaced 
along the rails, and pivot means connecting the 
Complementary member on One rail with the com 
plementary member on the other rail for adjust 
ment in angularity with adjustment of the length 40 
of the members of the cross bars. 

10 

4. 
3. A cradle for use in slaughtering plants in 

cluding side rails upon which opposite sides of the 
back of an animal are adapted to rest and having 
their respective ends diverging outwardly from 
Substantially parallel intermediate portions, legs 
having upper ends directly fixed to the diverging 
ends of the rails for Supporting the rails from the 
floor, Similar legs having upper ends directly con 
nected with the parallel portions of the rails, 
telescoping croSS members connecting legs of one 
rail With opposite legs of the other rail to ad 
justably space the rails apart in accordance with 
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the width of the animal's back, relatively narrow 
Supporting memberS Spaced along parallel por 
tions of the rails and forming open spaces there 
between, each of Sad transverse members com 
prising complementary arms having ends pivot 
ally connected with the rails at points spaced 
along the rails, and pivot means connecting the 
complementary arm on one rail with the comple 
mentary arm on the other rail to provide sub 
Stantially V-shaped supports for the back of the 
animal between Said spaces and adjustable in 
angularity with adjustment of the cross members. 
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