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This invention relates generally to a combination lid
and seat and refers more particularly to a lid-seat assembly
for an open top container.

One object of this invention is to provide a lid-seat
assembly for an open top contaziner comprising a unit
which includes a removable lid for the open top of the
container and a seat on the lid.

Another object is to provide a back rest which is
hinged to the seat for movement between a gemerally
upright position of use and a collapsed position folded
upon the seat.

nother object is to provide a U-shaped handle for the
container having the legs thereof straddling the lid-seat
assembly and pivoted to opposite sides of the container,
and a sliding pivotal connection between the legs of the
hzndle and the back rest. According to this construction,
when the back rest assumes its collapsed position folded
upon the seat, the lid-seat assembly may be moved to a
position wherein the lid closes the copen top of the con-
tainer, at which time the handle assumes an upright posi-
tion suitable for carrying the container, and may be moved
to a position at one side of the container, at which time
the handle assumes an inclined position.
when the lid is in positicn clesing the open top of the
container, the back rest may be swung from its collapsed
positicn to its generally upright position of use, at which
time the handie assumes an intermediate position.

Amnother object of the invention is to provide a con-
struction as described above wherein the handle is pro-
vided with abutments engageable with the back rest to
support the same in its position of use and to support
the lid-seat assembly at one side of the container.

Other objects and features of the invention will be-
come apparent as the following description proceeds, es-
pecially when considered with the accompanying drawing,
wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of structure em-
bodying my invention with pants broken away and in sec-
tion.

FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary side elevational view of
the structure shown in FIGURE 1, with parts thereof in
a different position.

FIGURE 3 is similar to FIGURE 2 but shows ancther °

position of certain parts of the structure.

FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary perspective view showing
still another position of the paris.

FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary side elevational view, partly
in section, showing the lid in position closing the open
top of the container and showing the back rest in its
generally upright position of wuse.

Referring now more particularly to the drawing, the
numeral 1§ generally designates a container which may be
used for food or beverages, for example. Preferably, a
heat insulating liner 12 covers the inner surface of the
container so that foods or beverages may be kept at the
desired temperature for extended periods of time. The
container is open at the top and the upper edge of the
cylindrical side wall 14 of the container is formed with
a circular recess 16 providing a seat for the lid herein-
after described.

The reference numeral 18 generally designates the lid-
seat assembly of this invention and includes a lid 2.
The lid 28 includes a circular disc or plate 22 having a
diameter approximately equal to the outside diameter of
the wall 14 of the container so that when in its position
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closing the open top of the container the margin of the
plate 22 rests upon the upper end of wall 14 and is flush
with the outer surface thereof (see FIGURE 5). A
thickness of heat insulating material 24 is carried by the
underside of the plate and extends into the recess 16 of
the container when the lid is applied over the open top
thereof.

A seat 2§ is permanently secured to the upper side of
the plate Z2 of the lid. The seat may be in the form of
a pad designed to provide a cushicned support.

The back rest is generally designated by the numeral
28 and includes a flat plate 38 having a cushioned pad 32,
similar to the seat pad 26. The back rest is hinged to
the plate 22 by a piano-typs hinge 34. The piano-type
hinge is in the form of a right-angle shaped member
36, one flange of which is secured to the pilate 22 in sut-
face-to-surface relation therewith and projects under an
edge of the pad 26. The other flange of the angle mem-
ber 36 extends at right angles to the plate 22, and at its
upper end has a pivotal connection, indicated at 38, with
the edge of the plate 38 of the back rest. The back rest
may swing about its pivot with respect to the seat
28 from the collapsed position shown in FIGURES 2 and
3 in which the pad 32 of the back rest cverlies and
engages the pad 26 of the seat, to a generally uypright
position of use shown in FIGURES 4 and 5 wherein the
back rest projects from the rear edge of the seat in a
generally vpward direction.

A carrying handle 48 is provided for the container.
The carrying handle is in the form of a generally U-
shaped member having laterally spaced parallel legs 42
and 44 which are connected at their upper ends by an
integral transverse element 4%. Pivots 48 and 59 are
secured to the container on opposite sides thereof in
alignment with each other, the common axis of the
pivots being parallel to the axis of swinging movement
for the back rest provided by the pivot connection 38.
The legs 42 and 44 of the handle are formed with lon-
gitudinally extending slots 52 which are closed at both
ends. The pivot pins 48 and 59 slidably engage in the
respective slots 52 of the handle legs 42 and 44. The
pivot pins are headed to prevent the handle from be-
coming detached.

A rod 54 is secured to the upper surface of the plate
36 of the back rest, extending parallel to the axis of hinge
38. The opposite ends of the rod 54 extend beyond the
opposite edges of the plate 3¢ for the cover and are
siidably pivotally received in the slots 52. The rod ends
are also headed for the same purpose.

The arrangement is such that the lid-seat assembly
18 may assume any of the various positions shown in FIG-
URES 1 to 5 of the drawing. Normally, when the con-
tainer is closed, the assembly 18 will assume the position
shown in FIGURE 3. In this position, the lid 29 closes
the open top of the container, the back rest 28 is in its
folded or collapsed position resting upon the seat, and
the handle is upright but at its lower limit determined by
the engagement of the upper ends of slots 52 with the
pivot ends of the rod 54. When it is desired to move
the container, the transverse element 46 of the handle
is gripped in the hand and lifted to the FIGURE 2 posi-
tion, limited by engagement of the lower ends of the
slots 52 with the pivots 48 and 58. The position of the
lid and back rest is not changed, and the container may
then be lifted by the handle and carried from place
to place.

When it is desired to use the assembly %8 as a seat,
the back rest is merely pivoted from its collapsed posi-
tion to its position of use shown in FIGURES 4 and 5.
At the same time the handle 4¢ will swing from its ver-
tical or upright position to the position shown in FIG-
URES 4 and 5. The pivots 48 and 5§ engage the lower
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ends of the slots 52 and the pivot ends of rod 54 engage
the upper ends of the slots 52 to provide a limit of swing-
ing movement for the back rest, thereby determining its
position cf use.

VWhen it is desired to open the container, the entire
assembly may be moved to the position of FIGURE 1
in which the insulated bottom of the lid 29 rests against
the side of the container and the back rest 28 is folded flat
against the seat. In this position, the pivots 45 and 50
engage one end of the slots 52 and the pivot ends of
rod 54 engage the other end, thereby firmly supporting
the seat-lid assembly 18 in the FIGURE 1 position.

What I claim as my invention is:

1. A lid-seat assembly for an open top container, com-
prising a unit including a member removably engage-
able with said container to close the open top thereof
znd having a seat portion, said unit also including a back
rest, means pivotally connecting said back rest to said
member for swinging movement from a position of use
projecting in a generally upward direction from an edge
of said seat portion to a collapsed position overlying said
seat portion, means mounting said umit for movement
from a closed position in which said member closes the
open top of said container as aforesaid to an open posi-
tion at one side of said container including first and
second pivots respectively on said container and on said
back rest, an elongated member having a longitudinally
sliding pivotal connection with both said first and sec-
ond pivots, the axes of said pivots and the axis of swing-
ing movement of said back rest being mutually parallel
so that in the closed position of said unit said back rest
may swing between its position of use and its collapsed
position without interference.

2. The assembly defined in claim 1, wherein a third
pivot is provided on said container in transverse alignment
with said first pivot, a fourth pivot is provided on said
back rest in transverse alignment with said second pivot,
and a second elongated member is provided having a
longitudinally sliding pivotal connection with both said
third and fourth pivots.

3. The assembly defined in claim 2, wherein said
elongated members have elongated slots extending in
the direction of length thereof which slidably engage the
pivots, said slots being closed at either end to locate
said unit when moved to its open position and to locate
said back rest in its position of use.

4. The assembly defined in claim 3, wherein the cor-
responding ends of said elongated members are con-
nected by a transverse member extending across the outer
side of the back rest to form a generally U-shaped mem-
ber, said second and fourth pivots are located above said
first and third pivots in the closed position of said unit
to hold the U-shaped member in upright position so that
it can serve as a carrying handle. -

5. A lid-seat assembly for an open top container, com-
prising a unit including a member removably engage-
able with said container to close the open top thereof
and having a seat portion, said unit also including a back
rest, means pivotally connecting said back rest to said
member for swinging movement from a position of use
projecting in a generally upward direction from an edge
of said seat portion to a collapsed pesition overlying said
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seat portion, means mounting szid unit for movement
from a closed position in which said member closes the
open top of said container as aforesaid to an open position
at one side of said container including first and second
pivots respectively on said container and on said back
rest, and an clongated member having a longitudinally
sliding pivotal connection with at least one of said first
and second pivots and having a pivotal connection with
the other, the axes of said pivots and the gxis of swinging
movement of said back rest being mutually parallel so
that in the closed position of said unit said back rest
may swing between its position of use and its collapsed
position without interference.

6. A lid-seat assembly for an open top container, com-
prising a unit including a member removably engageable
with said container to close the open top thereof and
having a seat portion, said unit also including a back
rest, means pivotally connecting said back rest to said
member for swinging movement from a position of use
projecting in a generally upward direction from an edge
of said seat portion to a collapsed position overlying
said seat porticn, means mounting said unit for move-
ment from a closed position in which said member closes
the open top of said container as aforesaid to an open
position at one side of said container including first and
second pivots respectively on said container and on said
unit, and an elongated member having a longitudinally
sliding pivotal connection with at least one of said first
and second pivots and having a pivotal connection with
the other.

7. A lid-seat assembly for an open top container, com-
vrising a closure unit for the open top of said container
provided with a seat, and means mounting said unit for
movement from a closed position closing the open top
of said container to an open position at one side of said
container including first transversely aligned pivots on
opposite sides of said container, second transversely
aligned pivots on opposite sides of said unit, and a U-
shaped member the legs of which are respectively piv-
otally connected to said first pivots, said legs respectively
having a longitudinal sliding pivotal conmection with
said second pivots, said second pivots being above said
first pivots in the closed position of said unit so that
said member is held generally upright by said first and
sccond pivots to provide a carrying handle.
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