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JAMES P. VORIS, OF ASTORIA, NEW YORK.
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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, JAMES P, VORIS, aciti-
zen of the United States, residing at Astoria,
Long Island, ip the county of Queens and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Pleasure-
Seeking or Merrymaking Devices; and 1 do
hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact deseription of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art

to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the aceompany-
ing drawings, and to numerals of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. o '

The present invention
novel arrangement and construction of pleas-
ure-seeking or merrymaking device in the
form of a marine ‘‘merry-go-round,” com-
prising a tank containing water in represen-
tation of a lake, a railway-track on which
run a seéries of trucks provided with bodies
in the form of boats or other floating objects,
the said trucks and the bodies supported
thereon being propelled or drawn through
the water by means of a motor ear or cars,

The invention has for its principal ob-

jects to provide a novel pleasure-seeking or.

merrymaking device of the character here-
inafter more particularly set forth; and this
invention has for its further object to pro-
vide a novel marine merry-go-round in which
the floats or boats adapted to carry passen-
gers are safely supported upon railway-

trucks, and although the floats or boats to,

all appearances are floating upon the surface
of the water there is no possible danger of

" upsetting and throwing the passengers into
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the water. oo
Other objects of the present invention will

be clearly evident from the following de-

tailed desecription of my invention. .

With the various objects of this inventio '
in view the invention consists, primarily, in.

the novel pleasure-seeking or merrymaking
device hereinafter set forth; and, further-
more, the present invention consists in the
novel arrangement of devices and in the
novel arrangements and combinations of
parts, aswellasin the details of the eonstruec-
tion thereof, all of which will be fully de-

scribed in the following specification and

has reference to a

then  finally embodied in the clauses of the
claim which form a part of and are appended
to the present specification.
. The invention is elearly illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figuare 1 is a plan view of a pleasure-seek-

|ing or merrymaking device embodying the

principles of the present invention, and Fig.
2 is a side elevation of the same. Fig. 3is a
transverse vertical seetion taken centrally

 through the said deviee, the said section be-

ing made on an enlarged scale. Fig. 4 is a
detail view of a portion of a platform and a
number of gang-planks pivotally eonnected
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with said platform, the said view illastrating

in conneetion therewith one form of mech-
anism for raising and lowering at one and the
same time anumber of the said gang-planks.
Fig. 5 is a detail transverse vertical section

of a portion of the said platform and an end .

view of the body of oneof the passenger-cars,
illustrating the gang-plank in its raised po-
sition, bus said view also representing in
dotted outline the gang-plank in its lowered
position. Fig. 6 is a plan view of the vari-
ous parts and devices represented in said
Fig. 5, the gang-plank being shown in its
lowered position; and Fig. 7 is an end view

‘of one of the trucks and the body supported

on said truck. Fig. 8is a longitudinal ver-
tical section of one form of motor-car em-
employed with the présent invention, and
Fig. 9 is a transverse vertical section of the
said motor-car.

Similar characters of reference are em-

ployed in all of thesaid hereinabove-described

views to indieate corresponding parts.
In thesaid drawings the reference charac-

‘ter 1 indieates the complete pleasure-seeking
or merrymaking device, the same compris-

ing a platform 2, preferably circalar in con-

figuration, as herein shown, the said platform
‘surrounding an artificiallake 3 and being pro-
vided with an inner railing 4 and an outer

railing 5, both railings being of any desired
eonstruction and of any desirable heights.
The said device 1 may be provided with a
suitably-constructed ticket-selling station 6,
and in the railing 5 there may be an entrance
7 and an exit 8. Atsuitable intervalsthe in-
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Fig. 10 is a detail view of
‘one end of a link connection between two
Gars. .
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ner railing 4 is provided with openings, as 9,
side rails 10 extending from the railing 4 di-
rectly above the surface of the water, said
rails 10 being connected with vertical posts

11, as illustrated more particularly in Figs. 5-

and 6, and each pair of posts 11 being con-
nected by means of a supporting rail or rod
12. Pivotally connected with theinner edge

of the platform 2 by means of suitable hinges:

13 or any other known pivotal connection and
at each opening 9 is a sunitably-constructed
gang-plank 14." When the said gang-planks
are lowered in the manner indicated in Figs.
5 and 6, then each gang-plank rests directly
upon the properly-placed supporting rail or
rod 12, as illnstrated. Snitable posts 15and
16 may alsobe provided, these posts carrying
a roof orother covering 17. In order thatall
the gang-planks 14 may be raised at the same
time to cause them to stand in their vertical
positions, whereby the openings 9 in the in-
ner railing 4 are closed, or to simultaneously
lower all the gang-planks, each gang-plank
may be provided with an eye 18 and a flexi-
ble connection 19, which passes over suitably-
arranged grooved wheels 20, 21, and 22, suit-
ably secured to the framework of the roof 17
and around a windlass 23, substantially as
illustrated in Fig. 4. Thus by producing an
unwinding action of said windlass all of the
said gang-planks or any number of them, ac-
cording to the number of windlasses em-

" ployed, can be lowered, and by operating the
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windlass or windlasses in the opposite man-
ner the gang-planks can be raised, as will be
clearly evident. Of course it will be under-
stood that the system of grooved wheels and
flexible connections illustrated in said Fig. 4
is merely one arrangement of mechanism for
operating the gang-planks, and any other sys-
tem and arrangement of such devices or other
mechanism may be employed which will serve
the same purpose. Referring now to Figs. 3
and 5 of the drawings, it will be clearly seen
that the lake 3 isformed by means of a con-
crete or other suitably-constructed founda-
tion 24, having an outer raised portion 25, on
whieh the platform 2 is placed, and being

_preferably provided with a centrally - dis-

posed raised portion 26. The cross-section of
the said foundation 24 is preferably that rep-
resented in Tig. 3 of the drawings, and the
depression formed is very shallow, so that
the water will not be very deep, thereby
avoiding against any possible accident from
drowning; but the said depression may be
of suitable cross-section, as will be clearly
evident. The depression in the said founda-
tion 24 is filled with the water which forms
the lake 3 from a suitable supply-pipe 27,
having a shut-off valve 28, ‘and 29 is a
waste-pipe, which is provided with a shut-
off 30 for drawing off the water when neces-
sary. An overflow 31, connected with the

said waste-pipe 29, maintains a constant level

of the water. The centrally-arranged raised
portion 26 may be provided with -a pavilion

. the surface of the water.

32 and an organ 33, and a water-pipe 34 may
lead to the roof of the pavilion to provide a
fountain, as illustrated in said Fig. 3, all of
which greatly enhances the beauty of the de-
vice and adds to the pleasure of the passen-
gers in the cars. Within said depression of
the foundation 24 and at any desired distance
from the inner marginal edge of the raised
portion 25 and the platform 2 thereon are rail-
way-rails 35 and an intermediately-placed
toothed rail 36, substantially as illustrated.
Suitably-constructed trucks or cars 37 are
placed. upon these rails 35, each truck being
provided with a suitably-constructed and
ornamental body 38 in the form of a boat or
other shape provided with seats 39. The
said trucks 37 are coupled together by means
of links 40, as indicated in the dotted outline
in Fig. 1, each link having an eye portion 40’,
by means of which it is pivotally connected
with a pin or bolt 40" to the boltom of each
car-body, as more particularly illustrated in
Figs. 8 and 10 of the drawings. One of the
said trucks 37, as will be seen from an in-
spection of Figs. 8 and 9, is provided with a
body 41, having an opening 42 and a sur-
rounding box-like device 43, in which is ro-
tatively arranged a gear. 44. This gear 44
extends down through the said opening 42 in
said body 41, and its gear-teeth are in mesh
with the teeth of the said rail 36, as shown.
A prime mover 45, provided with a pinion 46,
in mesh with the said gear 44, is placed in said
body 41 for causing a rotary movement of
said gear 44 and by this means the propul-
sion of all the trucksorears 37 upon the rails
35, whereby all the bodies 38 and the body
41 have the appearance of floats riding upon
The prime mover
in the present case is an electric motor; but
any other motive power may be used, if de-
sired. When an electric motor is to be used,

.as in the present instance, then a pair of

electrical conductors 47 and 48 are arranged
upon the framework of the roof 17, as indi-
cated in Figs. 3 and 5, the electriec current
being taken from one conductor, as 47, by
means of a trolley 49 and pole 50, and thereby
fed to the motor and then returned through

.a second pole 51 and a trolley 52 into the

other conductor 48, as clearly illustrated in
Fig. 8 of the drawings. ‘

From an inspection of Fig. 1 it will be seen
that the number of trucks and their bodies,
whether for passengers or for one or more
motor-cars, correspond to the number of open-
ings 9 in the inner railing 4 and the move-
ment of the motor-car in stopping ean be
easily controlled, so that when the trucks and
their bodies are not in motion each truck and
its body will remain directly in front of an
opening 9. The gang-planks then being low-
ered in the manner hereinabove set forth
passengers can safely pass into or from the
said float-like bodies, as will be understood.
When the gang-planks have been raised and
the trucks and their bodies have been set in
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motion, then all the openings 9 in the railing
4 are closed to prevent accidents by falling

from the platform 2 into the water, and the
-cars being a sufficient distance from the posis

11 and their bars 12 and from the posts 16
there are no obstacles in such close proximity
to the said bodies of the trucks or cars with
which the passengers could come in contact,
and thereby injure themselves.

From the above description of my inven-
tion it will be seen that I have produced a

‘simple and effective contrivance for provid-
_ing pleasure to both old and young, and each

body which is adapted to carry passengers
being securely connected with its truck or
car there will be no danger of upsetting the
passengers into the water, and to all intents
and purposes the pleasures of sailing or float-
ing upon the water are obtained. The cars
may be variously ornamented and decorated
and may be variously formed to represent
different classes of boats or other objeets.

I am fully aware that many changes may
be made in the general arrangement of the
devices and .in the combinations of their
parts, as well as in the details of the con-
straction thereof, without departing from the
scope of the present invention. Hence I'do
not limit my invention to the exact arrange-
ments of the devices and the combinations
of the parts as described in the foregoing

‘specification and as illustrated iu the accom-

panying drawings, nor do I confine myself
to the exact details of the construction of any
of the said parts. .

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is— : ,

1. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymaking
device, a foundation adapted to contain water
to represent a lake, & platform surrounding
the said lake, a railing on said platform pro-
vided with openings, a gang-plank at each
opening eonnected with the platform so that
said openings in the railing may be opened
and closed, railway-rails beneath the water,
trucks on said rails, and a float-like body on
each truck having the appearance of floating
upon the surface of the water, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

2. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymaking:

device, a foundation adapted to contain wa-
ter to represent a lake, a platform surround-
ing the said lake, a railing on said platform

provided with openings, a gang-plank ateach |

opening connected with the platform so that
said openings in the railing may be opened
and closed, railway-rails beneath the water,
tracks on said rails, a float-like body on each
truck having the appearance of floating upon
the surface of the water, a link connection be-
tween the said trucks and their bodies, and a
motor-car for propelling said trucks, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

3. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymaking
device, a foundation adapted to contain wa-
ter to represent a lake, a platform surround-
ing the said lake, a railing on said platform

provided with openings, a gang-plank at each

_opening connected with the platform so that

said openings in the railing may be opened
and closed, railway-rails beneath the water,
and a motor-car running on said rails, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.

4. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymaking
device, a foundation adapted to contain wa-
ter to represent a lake, a platform surround-
ing the said lake, a railing on said platform
provided with openings, a gang-plank at each
opening connected with the platform so that
said openings in the railing may be opened
and closed, railway-rails beneath the water,
a motor-car running on said rails, and other
cars on said rails, all drawn by the said mo-
tor-car, said cars being provided with float-
like bodies having the appearance of floating
upon the surface of the water, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

. 5. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymaking

device, a foundation adapted to confain wa-
ter to represent a lake, a platform surround-

‘ing the said lake, a railing on said platform
provided with openings, a gang-plank at each

opening connected with the platform so that
said openings in the railing may be opened
and closed, railway-rails beneath the water,
and an intermediately-placed toothed rail be-

twesn said. other rails, a motor-car running

3
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on said rails, a motor in said car, and a gear- ~

~wheel in said car driven from said motor, said

gear-wheel being in mesh with the teeth of
said toothed rail, snbstantially as and for the

purposes set forth. .
‘6. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymaking

ter to represent a lake, a platform surround-

ing the said lake, a railing on said platform
provided with openings, a gang-plank at each

and closed, railway-rails beneath the water,

-an intermediately-placed toothed rail between

said other rails, a motor-car running on said

rails, a motor in said car, and a gear-wheel

in said car driven from satd motor, said gear-

wheel being in mesh with the teeth of said:

toothed rail, and other cars running on said
rails, said cars being provided with float-like
bodieshaving the appearanceof floating upon

IoC

.deviee, a foundation adapted to contain wa-

105

.opening connected with the platform so that .
said openings in the railing may be opened

11c

115

the surface of the water, substantially asand

for the purposes seb forth.

7. In a pleasure-seeking and mefrymaking
device, a foundation adapted to confain wa-

120

ter to represent a lake, a platform sorround-

ing the said lake, a railing on said platform -

provided with openings, a gang-plank at each

.opening pivotally counected with said plat-

form, means for simultaneously raising and

lowering all of the said gang-planks to gimul-

taneously ¢lose and open all the openings in
said railing, railway-rails beneath the water,
trucks on said rails, and a float-like body on

125

130

-each truck having the appearance of floating .
-upon the surface of the water, substantially -
.as and for the purposes set forth,
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8. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymaking
device, a foundation adapted to contain wa-
ter to represent a lake, a platform surround-

- ing the said lake, a railing on said platform
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provided with openings, a gang-plank at each
opening pivotally connected with said plat-
form, means for simultaneously raising and
lowermw all of the said gang-planks to simul-
taneously close and open all the openings in
said railing, railway-rails beneath the water,
trucks on said rails, a float-like body on each
truck having the appearance of floating upon
the surface of the water, a link connection
between the said trucks and their bodies, and
a motor-car for propelling said trucks and
their bodies, substantially as and for the pur-
poses set forth

9. Ina pleasure-seekmg and merrymaking
device, a foundation adapted to contain wa-
ter to represent a lake, a platform surround-
ing the said lake, a railing on said platform
provided with openings, a gang-plankat each
opening pivotally connected with said plat-
form, means for simultaneously raising and
loweri ing all of the said gang-planks to simul-
taneously close and open all the openings in
said railing, railway-rails beneath the water,
and a motor-car running on said rails, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes set forth,

10. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymak-
ing device, a foundation adapted to contain
water to represent a lake, a platform sur-
rounding the said lake, a railing on said plat-
form prov1ded with openings, a o'ang-plank ab
each opening pivotally connected with said
platform, means for simultaneously raising
and lowering all of the said gang-planks to si-
multaneously close and open all the openings
in said railing, railway-rails beneath the wa-
ter, a motor-car running on said rails, and
other cars on said rails, all drawn by the said

- motor-car, said cars belnv provided with float-
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like bodies having the appearance of floating
upon the surface of the water, substantially
as and for the purposes set forth.

11. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymak-
ing device, a foundation adapted to contain
water to represent a lake, a platform sur-
rounding the said lake, a railing on said plat-
form provided with openings, a gang-plank at
each opening pivotally connected with said
platform, means for simultaneously raising
and lowering all the said gang-planks to si-
multaneously close and open all the openings
in said rajling, railway-rails beneath the wa-

ter,and an intermediately-placed toothed rail.

between said other rails, a motor-car running
on said rails, a motor in said car, and a gear-
wheel in said ear driven from said motor, said
gear-wheel being in mesh with the teeth of

740,206

said toothed rail, substantially as and for the
purposes set forth.

12. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymak-

ing device, a foundation adapted to contain
watertorepresentalake,aplatform surround-
ing the said lake, a railing on said platform
provided with openings, a gang-plank at each
opening pivotally connected with said plat-
form, means for simultaneously raising and
lowering all the said gang-planks to simulta-
neously close and open all the openings in
said railing, railway-rails beneath the water,
an intermediately - placed toothed rail be-
tween said other rails, a motor-car running
on said rails, a motor in said ear, and a gear-
wheel in said ear driven from said motor, said
gear-wheel being in mesh with the teeth of
said toothed rail, and other cars running on
said rails, said earsbeing provided with float-
like bodies having the appearance of floating
upon the surface of the water, substantially

as and for the purposes set forth.

13. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymak-
ing device, a foundation adapted to contain
water to represent a lake, a circular platform
surrounding the said lake, and a railing on
said platform provided with a series of open-
ings, and a gang-plank at each opening and
each gang-plank being pivotally connected
with the platform, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

14. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymak-
ing device, a foundation adapted to contain
water to represent a lake, a circualar platform
surrounding the said lake, a railing on said
platform provided with a series of openings,
a gang-plank at each opening and each gang-
plank being pivotally connected with the
platform, and means for simultaneously op-
erating all the said gang-planks at one time,
substantially asand for the purposes set forth.

15. In a pleasure-seeking and merrymak-
ing device, a foundation adapted to contain
water to represent a lake, a circular platform
surrounding the said lake, a railing on said
platform provided with a series of openings,
side rails 10 at each opening, posts 11 with
which said rails 10 are connected, a support-

‘ing-rail between said posts 11, and a gang-

plank at each opening pivotally connected
with the platform and adapted to rest upon
said supporting-rail, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I claim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
29th day of November, 1902.

JAMES P. VORIS.

Witnesses:

CHARLES G. DAvIs,
JaMES KILLOCH.
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